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I know a great many people who come to 
Jubilee because it feels so welcoming. 
The services on Sunday are comforting and 
challenging, with some really good music, 
even if NOT all the hymns are familiar. It’s 
nice to see some kids involved in church, and 
the concerts and activities provide lots to do. 

But, some of us wonder if there is more...
Should there be more?

Getting involved in committees, or helping to 
host events; giving money (even more money) 
to the church or including the church in will or 
bequest… is it worth it? Should you do it?

This isn’t a plea for money or a request that 
you join a committee, it’s meant to be a brief 
answer to the simple question - 
Why?  Why bother??

If you look or ask around you might discover that 
Jubilee is a little bit different from some other 
churches.  We take risks, but we do it gently.  
We invite, include and celebrate people who 
think differently, express themselves and their 
theology in a variety of ways. We invite the whole 
neighbourhood into our church life, regardless of 
creed or culture; we reach out to Refugees, the 
community of those on the Autism Spectrum, we 
provide a learning place for students and interns; 
we talk about God in a pub and ask children and 
youth for their opinions and participation. We 
speak openly about God and Jesus and really 
aspire to being the community that God dreams 
for us.  We are embraced by our Muslim, Jewish, 
Sikh and non-religious neighbours as good friends 
and reliable allies. In 2015, that makes us a very 
special place.

And so, many of us get involved so that we can 
keep it going; so that we can continue to grow 
and change as the community and world changes; 
we join committees and groups and create new 
relationships with people, as we get beyond 
coffee pleasantries; we discover lasting friend-
ships and the light of Christ burning within our 
neighbours and ourselves. It’s not just about 
“getting things done”  it’s also about sharing our 
gifts and discovering the gifts of others. 

When we contribute money to Jubilee, it’s not 
simply to pay the staff and keep the heat on 



(although, thank you very much for both of those 
things), it’s also to fi nd ourselves committed to 
the very things that we talk about on Sunday: 
creative, open, loving relationships with the 
community, following God’s lead and inspiration 
toward inclusivity and justice. I know a person 
who works in a Car Dealership. She works  far 
more hours than she should every week and as 
much as she likes her job, she sometimes 
wonders if her job “matters” in the world. When 
she donates some of the money that she earns to 
a woman in Kenya trying to grow a business to 
support her family, this woman begins to feel 
that her job does matter.  As she gives money to 
the church, she really does feel that work she 
does through the week supports the values and 
aspirations of her faith and makes it possible for 
others to learn and share those values.  She really 
sees the connection and realizes that her hours 
at work are making the world a better, kinder 
place. 

Those who choose to make legacy gifts through 
bequests and wills recognize that what we share 
at Jubilee is worthwhile, important and often in 
short supply in the world – and they want to make 
sure that it’s still available for their children and 
grandchildren when they decide to come back to 
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church. We recognize that people are different 
than in past generations, they often don’t see 
the wisdom or need for the kind of spiritual com-
munity that is church until they are much older.  
There was a time when we settled into our lives 
in our early twenties; now many folk aren’t ready 
to be settled until their late 40’s… that’s a 20 
year gap: a whole generation. Wondering where 
the young people are?  Many of them are in the 
gap, but they are starting to look, and what we 
have and do here at Jubilee will be of great value 
to them… if we’re still here when they’re ready 
in a decade. Many people want to invest in such 
a future. 

In short, people give today, plan for tomorrow 
and get involved because they don’t want to just 
GO to church: they want to BE the church.  What-
ever your decision, to “Go” or “Be”, however 
you would describe your relationship to Jubilee, 
we’re here for you and expect to be for a long 
time to come. 
  
And if you ever want to talk about it, I’m not 
nearly as busy as people think I am… I’ll fi nd time. 

Norm
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Once again, these unique Christmas Cakes 
will be sold at the church. This year, all 
net proceeds will go to the Refugee Fund. 
Prices are up slightly due to the weak 
dollar, but it is still a great buy. And of 
course, you cannot easily fi nd a cake of 
this quality anywhere else.

Prices are - 1lb bar @ $8.00
                  3 1lb bars in a box @20.00

For further information, or to order, 
contact Bob Nicholls at  416-445-2642

claxon 
fruit cakes

UNITED 
CHURCH  
OBSERVER

Renewals will be coming up shortly and 
all current subscribers will be contacted 
as to their intentions.

If you are not currently receiving the 
magazine, you can do so by contacting
Bob Nicholls at  416-445-2642.

There are 12 issues a year and the cost is 
$25.00 for all 12.

There are a lot of interesting articles that 
are both timely and relevant. I think you 
will fi nd it well worthwhile.
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Jubilee Christmas List
(be sure to check it twice!)

ULTERIOR WORSHIP
Wednesday, December 2nd @ 7:30 p.m.
Quiet, intimate worship with Word, Prayer and music (Mary Anna Higgins
on the piano). A chance to relax, breathe and let Christmas arrive gently.

TORONTO CHORISTERS CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Tuesday, December 8th @7:30 p.m.

No Admission Fee, but lots of familiar Christmas songs and yuletide joy,  presented by our great 
friends, the 100 voice Toronto Choristers.  Bring Family and Friends, there will be ample 

opportunity to sing along! (Donations will be gladly received)

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
Hear the full Choir with Piano, Organ, Cello and who knows what else? 

Some familiar songs, some surprises and many delights...
 all shared in the intimacy of candlelight.

Sunday, December 13th @ 7:30 p.m.
Admission is free (Donations will be gladly received)

CHRISTMAS CAROLING  on the LABYRINTH
Tuesday, December 15th @ 7:00 p.m.
Stand Outside on the Labyrinth (or inside in the Garden Room 
if you’re not sure that the spirit will keep you warm) and sing 
classic Christmas Carols and Songs with your neighbours and 
maybe a trumpet or two! Not to worry, there will also be 
Hot Chocolate to keep you warm.

    Theology on Tap
    A chance to talk about things that matter in a safe, 
    friendly way…  with food and drink on the menu. 
    Wednesday, December 16 @ 7:30 p.m. @ Triple Crown Pub.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
 Thursday, December 24th 
 Children’s Service at 4:30 p.m.
 Family Service at 7:30 p.m.
 Communion Service at 11:00 p.m.
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Tuesday Soup Lunch
After December, when the Christmas Lights go 
out – it’s going to seem awfully dark… cold, even.  
And we, we usually do our best to warm things up 
at Jubilee.  

Starting Tuesday, January 12th,  
Tuesday Soup Lunch  will be return.

Through the balance of January, February and 
into March, we will be offering 

Soup and Bread in the Garden Room
 on Tuesdays from 11:30 am – 12:30pm.

 Join us.  Bring a Friend.   

We eat, we talk, who knows what friendships might 
occur or what radical plans might emerge!!

What we would really like, is for somebody to 
volunteer to Co-ordinate (sign up soup makers 
and facilitators) and/or Facilitate (set up and/or 
clean up)  OR a group of someones who might 
be interested in setting up and cleaning.  If you 
might be such a person, please speak with Rev.  
Norm Seli.

If you would like to make soup for 75 people, 
please sign up in the foyer and/or speak with Rev. 
Norm Seli. There is a $60 subsidy provided for 
supplies for anyone making soup this year. 

Jubilee 
Benevolent Fund

It seems strange to even mention the Benevolent 
Fund just after we raised over $65,000 for 
Refugees, a campaign to balance our ambitious 
2015 budget and fi nally fi x the roof. 

But, some needs are less dramatic and can easily 
fall through the cracks.  The Benevolent Fund is 
modest and discreet fund that I use to help folks 
in greatest need. There are no reports made or 
records kept; it is entirely at my discretion.  

Every year in December, I invite you to 
contribute to this fund as you see fi t. Money can 
be given to me directly, through the offi ce or on 
the Collection Plate in an envelope marked 
“Benevolent Fund”.  Although we consider this to 
be an “extra”, if it arrives on the plate or through 
the offi ce, it can be added to your donations to 
Jubilee and be included on your tax receipt.  

In the past year, I can think of a couple of lives 
that have been changed with our help and         
others who have been touched and supported by 
our generosity.  Sometimes it’s books for school, 
electrical bills, groceries… a bill that threatens 
to bring a fragile life down. We are there offer-
ing modest help and a great deal of dignity and 
respect.  

I thank you for your support of the Benevolent 
Fund in the past and invite you to contribute 
again this year as you see fi t.
 Thank You,

Norm
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      Isaiah 6:8    Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
      “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, 
      “Here am I; send me!”

      Jubilee’s strength and vitality comes from people who have 
      gifts to share. Financial gifts are necessary but so are gifts 
      of ideas, time and effort. 

      If you have ideas and energy to share and are willing to 
      participate on or even lead a committee, we need you! 

Please contact Rev. Seli (nseli@jubileeunited.ca or 416-447-6846, ext. 103) or Jeanne Elgie-Watson 
(william066@sympatico.ca or jeanne.elgie-watson@uhn.ca or 416-510-3179)  at your earliest 
opportunity.  

  CHRISTMAS IS COMING AND 
  THE CHURCH IS LOOKING PLAIN!

The Flower Committee will be decorating the 
church for Christmas 2015 at 7p.m. on November 
24th.   We would greatly appreciate some help to 
put the decorations up OR to take them down on 
January 5th, 2016.  

There is a plan -- we just need some extra people 
to help bring Christmas glitz to Jubilee.  We really 
need some helpers who are comfortable climbing 
ladders -- the church looks so much better when 
the decorations are up high so that we can all 
see them - but our current crew of helpers are no 
longer comfortable climbing ladders.
               
Would you be interested in joining the Flower 
Committee? We would be delighted to welcome 
some new members to the group.
                
You are free to create new arrangements, or to 
learn by helping others.  We need you!               
Cathy Leeson, Chair

Jubilee United Church Presents 

Carols by Candlelight
A Celebration of Sacred 

Christmas Music and 
Carol Singing

Featuring the Jubilee United Church Choir 
with soloists Marie Criscione 

and Janaka Welihinda, 
and guest organist, Christopher Dawes

Under the direction of Dr. Daniel Rubinoff, 
Director of Music, Jubilee United Church

Sunday, December 13, 2015, 7:30 p.m. 
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RIMBALA COMES 
TO JUBILEE!

Falls send many seniors to hospital and can put 
an end to independent and active living. Rimbala 
is an innovative falls prevention program 
developed by Daniel Rubinoff, PhD., Music 
Director at Jubilee. It is informed by his 
extensive background in Dalcroze Eurhythmics 
and by his experience as a professional performer 
and composer. 

The Jubilee Music Director is offering his 
Rimbala classes at Jubilee! Rimbala combines 
live, improvised music with simple and fun 
movement activities to help seniors improve 
balance, mobility and cognitive functioning 
including memory. Similar programs in Europe 
have been scientifi cally proven to reduce the 
incidence of falls by a whopping 54%. 

Please contact Daniel for more details and 
times:  416-709-8381, or by email at 
rubinioffdaniel@gmail.com

The ten-week comprehensive Rimbala 
program begins at Jubilee in 2016! 

When:   January 7-March 10, 2016 
  (Thursday mornings) at 10 a.m.
Where:  In the auditorium 
Cost:    $120.00 for program, 
  or $20.00/class 

Drop-in whenever you can, no prior experience 
necessary and no homework! Please wear loose-
fi tting clothing. 

LIFE EVENTS

Marriages
William Snook and Susan McKendry 

September 26

Sabre McEwan and Stephanie Sowagi
October 17

  
Adam Dunlop and Charmaine Samon 

October 23
 

Deaths
Barbara Russell
September 3



Property Committee Report roperty Committee Report roperty
November 2015

PROPERTY has been busy with projects small and 
large around the Building, including:

Gardens – There has been signifi cant work in the 
gardens over the last month, bringing the three 
beds by the Cross back into shape.  Hope there 
are some people with green thumbs who can help 
us keep them in shape!  A Japanese maple has 
been planted in memory of Des McCalmont.

Garbage Collection – Barb Secord has applied for 
and received an exemption from the City to have 
our garbage collected without payment, as we 
have charitable status.  Savings are likely to be 
around $700/year for 2 bins.  To keep the 
exemption, we need to be careful to separate 
items correctly for disposal.  If in doubt, ask!

Lots of ongoing Maintenance – Waxing of the 
Tile Floors; fi xing of the Women’s toilets near the 
Main entrance;

Power Assist Doors – We’ve expanded the Power 
Assist Doors within the church to include the 
Universal WR at the Main Entrance and the North 
Doors to the Parking Lot.  We will continue to 
review accessibility within the building.

Roof – Atlas-Apex Roofi ng is being engaged to 
replace the roofi ng membrane on the older fl at 
roofs at the north end of the church over the 
auditorium and washrooms. Tri-Tech Weather-
proofi ng will be managing the Contract for us.  
Atlas-Apex will be making temporary repairs to 
the roof in the next few weeks and will be ‘on-
call’ during the winter.  The main work will occur 
in the spring.  In addition, they will be performing 
roof maintenance and repairs to the newer parts 
of the building this fall.  This work is a major, but 
necessary, undertaking for Jubilee, and we will 
need the congregation’s support.

United Church Women Report

   The UCW annual Fall 
   Gathering took place on
   Tuesday, October 27th.  We
   began  with dinner in the
   auditorium and had about 50
   people in attendance.  

Following dinner, we were delighted to have 
Daniel Gaito give a slide presentation on his 
recent trip to Australia. Titled Observations Down 
Under, Travels in Sydney, Melbourne and the 
Victorian Coast, Daniel shared delightful stories 
and wonderful pictures of his trip.  

The UCW is pleased to have made a $1,500.00 
donation to the Jubilee Refugee Fund. It is a 
worthwhile project and we are glad to support 
the Jubilee congregation in this endeavour. 

This fall, we have commissioned some liturgical 
art in memory of Janet Cleland. We have ordered 
four new wall hangings for the Sanctuary as well 
as a new set of antependia for the pulpit and 
lectern. They are being created by Bramante 
Studios in Kitchener. The design they are creating 
for us picks up not only the colours of the previ-
ous antependia but also the general colours of 
our space. They are hoping to have these ready 
for us in time for Christmas and we look forward 
to their arrival as we continue to have beautiful 
art to enhance our worship space.
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Wishing Everyone 
a Very Merry  

Christmas 
and a Happy 
New Year!

  Guest Editor: Donna Rutz    
  Proofreader: Pat Lansche



Hello Jubilee! 
I am so grateful to this congregation who have 
welcomed me so wholeheartedly into the fold. 
My fi rst year at Jubilee has been fi lled with in-
spiring interactions with the choir, ministry team, 
staff, worship committee, volunteers and you, 
dear congregants. 

Thank you, choir, for being so open-minded, hard-
working and committed to making your voices 
such an integral part of Jubilee’s vital tradition 
of worship. You have always risen to the chal-
lenge and supported my efforts to preserve the 
great choral tradition and add new voices and 
styles to the ever-changing sacred musical land-
scape. I wish to thank Barbara Greenwood and 
Julie Crann, who continue to help with a variety 
of choir tasks. Another special thank you to our 
wonderful soloists, Marie and Janaka, who pro-
vide us with such inspiring and insightful leader-
ship each Thursday evening and Sunday. 

It has been a joy to spend time at coffee hour 
in conversation with Jubilee folks over the past 
year. I am slowly putting names to faces and I 
welcome your feedback on the music ministry 
(good and bad!) as we move forward this year. I 
was thrilled to participate in the Order of Good 
Cheer concert series as a guest artist this year, 
and am delighted to prepare a special Last Night 
of the Proms Order of Good Cheer concert with 
the choir in April, 2016. 

This congregation amazes me in its willingness to 
try new things, and I am honoured that Rimbala, 
my falls prevention seniors exercise program, has 
been embraced so wholeheartedly. It is an impor-
tant part of my ministry here, because it speaks 
to the healing power of music and its ability to 
affect the body, mind and soul. 

Please support the choir’s special Carols By Can-
dlelight concert, which takes place on Sunday 
December 13, at 7:30 p.m. This year, we are very 
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excited to feature Janaka in the powerful Fan-
tasia on Christmas Carols by Ralph Vaughan Wil-
liams. This work celebrates the awe and mystery 
of Christmas alongside the joyous singing that is 
associated with carol traditions. The evening also 
features Christopher Dawes, organist (formerly of 
St. James Cathedral, Toronto), and other guest 
musicians. 

I also invite you to participate in the music pro-
gram. In my music ministry, I have often found 
that many congregants possess hidden musical 
abilities. For example, John Clement, a newcomer 
from Eastminster UC, has been playing trombone 
for some services recently. I am always looking for 
new ways to enhance the worship service. If you 
can join the choir (we rehearse at 7:30 p.m. on 
Thursdays), great! If not, then perhaps you might 
be interested in playing a percussion instrument 
or a guitar at some point in the service. 

Finally, I am honoured to work with such incredible 
people. Norm, Jennine, Anne, Pat and Barb infuse 
the ministry of music with such a wide range of 
talents and deep insight. Thank you all for being 
so patient, helpful and collegial. 

Happy Christmas, Jubilee!
Daniel Rubinoff, Music Director
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Christmas NOTES 
from NORM 

This happened some time ago, so long ago that 
I can tell the story without fear of reprisal (that 
and  my assumption that seeing as my sons never 
listen to me, they are also unlikely to read any-
thing that I write). 

Allow me to share:  One of my boys... I will call 
him Ishmael (just because)... fl opped down on 
the couch one afternoon as his mother and I were 
chatting amiably about wine.  He said nothing… 
and so we continued our conversation.
   
He huffed and harrumphed.  
We hardly seemed to notice.  
He bounced around on the couch. He sprawled.  
He sighed.  He turned on the TV.  
We kept talking (we may not be good parents).  
Finally, he threw himself across my wife’s lap. 

“Yes?” we inquired together. 
“Oh, nothing.”

The love of my life and  I continued to talk 
about Burgundy wines and the proper storage of 
such...
Then we got the “Look”. The “how could you two 
old fools be so stupid that you can’t see that I 
have something important to say to you” look.  
“Ishmael,”  I intoned, “What is it?”
“I need some advice.” 

I checked again, carefully, to see who this 

strange child was who had just walked into my 
house and insinuated himself between my wife 
and I.  Ishmael doesn’t ask for advice.  He gets 
it, mind you, but he doesn’t listen to it and he 
certainly never asks for it.

“I need advice about women.”

Ishmael was a teenager.   I knew that he needed 
advice; it just never occurred to me that he knew 
that he needed advice.

“Well, Ishmael, having considerable experience 
myself…” 
I looked at my wife.
“I mean, having almost no experience other than 
the one time I met the perfect woman, I would 
still be glad to help.”  

I got the “look” from both of them.

“Okay - so I was at the mall and I saw this really 
cute girl that I sort of know from school. She was 
with a friend and Chip and I were on the other 
side of the Food Court.  And I told Chip that I re-
ally liked her…. So Chip went and told her.  Right 
then!”

“That’s what friends do.   So what did she do?”
“I don’t know.  I ran away.”
“You what?’
“Well, I didn’t run away - I just sort of got up and 
walked really fast and then hid behind a door.”
“Oh, well as long as you didn’t run away.”

“So Chip goes like, ‘Ishmael thinks that you’re 
nice and good looking’ and she goes ‘I think that 
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Ishmael’s nice too’ and Chip goes ‘So do you want 
to see him or anything?’ and she goes ‘Well, my 
friend and I have to do some more shopping, but 
we’ll meet you back here in half an hour’ and 
then they laughed.”
“Ishmael, how do you know this?”
“Chip told me.”
“Let me guess what happened next…They didn’t 
show.”
“Yeah, how did you know?”
“Women!”  
I got the look again - mostly from my wife.

My wife then decided to contribute, “Well, that’s 
obviously her loss.  She should be sorry that she 
didn’t come back to see you.  Serves her right, 
tramp.” (I think that’s what she said; it was 
under her breath). 
“Dad - what are you supposed to do?”
“Well,  Ish’ my boy…  I’m a minister.  I’ve taken 
courses.  I’ve worked with people.  I may have 
even dated women (I’m not saying one way or 
another) and it all comes down to this: the best 
advice that you will ever receive on the subject:   
Next time, don’t run away!

So, other than a quick trip down memory lane, 
what does this memory have to do with 
anything?

It’s Christmas.  We’ll be singing songs, carols and 
hymns all about the Baby Jesus, Angels on High 
and Well Rested Merry Gentlemen; there will be 
dinners and parties, presents and tinsel and in 
the seasonal festival  of Rudolph and a Miracle on 
34th Street, we just might miss what’s really 
going on: in the midst of dark days and scary 
times, God is reaching out to us.   

That’s who the baby Jesus is… he is reaching out 
to us, wanting to touch, wanting to be together.  
That little baby is God’s Presence, promised, 
delivered and always…

And we don’t know what to do.  We’re not used 
to this kind of attention… and so we stammer and 
blush.  We can’t believe that God might be inter-
ested in us…so we giggle… we hide… we shop… 

we do everything we can to avoid getting to know 
each other. 

You’ve seen it at highschool dances or parties, the 
walls lined with people pretending NOT to notice 
the people with their backs to the opposite wall.  
Nobody wants to cross the great divide...

But in Jesus, God has crossed the Great Divide… 
reached out in a vulnerable infant and offered us 
relationship.  We giggle… we blush… we shop… 
we avoid. 

This year, why not strike up a conversation...   
maybe even ask to dance... you know, when you 
let go of your fears and let your body and mind, 
imagination and gifts move and shake… rejoice 
in being human and being loved.  I don’t know if 
you’ve ever noticed, but it’s been my observa-
tion that once one person starts to dance, pretty 
soon, the fl oor fi lls up… 

So this year, maybe it’s your turn to start the 
dance.  Recognize that God is reaching out to 
you, and instead of blushing… reach out, take a 
hand and dance. 

But whatever you do, this year… at least, don’t 
run away.  You’ll be amazed at what can develop 
if you stick around. 

Merry Christmas! 
  

Norm




