
I don't know if this 
happens to you, but 
sometimes when I think 
back to some of the 
more dramatic moments 
in my life; it's almost as 
if they happened to 
someone else: my first 
kiss, my Wedding Day     
(coincidently, on the 
same day!)   I was in a 

car accident some years ago on the 401 and I can recite the details, 
but I don't really remember it; it's like it happened to someone else. 

I think that sometimes happens with Christmas, too.

It happened so long ago – to people in olden times.  Shepherds, Magi, 
Mary and Joseph, a Manger are not really part of our everyday lives.   
Oh, we can recite the details of the Christmas Story, but do we really 
feel like it happened to us?

It's an important question, because you see, it did happen to us.

I remember that it was in the midst of winter… snow and ice had poured 
down Underhill, into the Don Valley and taken all of Toronto by storm.  
The storm had abated, but the cold stayed.  On that particular night, it 
was pretty late, the moon was big and bright in the sky, and the stars 
were putting on quite a show.  And as loud as the old truck was, I think I 
smelled it first… coming along Underhill.  It should have turned into the 
gas station, but it was closed, so the truck turned in here to the church.  
It smelled like oil and the engine kept misfiring.  It was a red pickup, with 
a cracked windshield and five or six very serious dents and contusions.  
If it had been a person, that truck would have been in Emerg at 
Sunnybrook.
 
There was a young man driving.  I had never seen him before, but I had 
seen his look before.  It was a look of sheer panic.  The truck wheezed 
and died right in front of the church.  The young man slid across the seat 

and got out of the passenger's door – the driver's door was bent shut.  
“Excuse me, sir… I need some help with my wife.”
I looked around and saw that he was alone.
“Your wife?”
“Yes, we need a place to stay… She is not well – look, she's going to have 
a baby.”

I still couldn't see a wife anywhere.  He had slid across the seat to get out, 
so it wasn't likely that she was in the truck.  I decided that he was a crazy 
person.  A full moon, late December… it brings them out.  I was going to 
make a call to the hospital, or send him over to another church when I 
heard a moaning sound, coming from the pickup bed.

And there in the back of the truck was this girl… woman, I guess, in track 
pants and a Hamilton Ti-Cats Football Jacket.  Clearly, they were not 
from around here.
  
She was sweating – excuse me, she was glowing (like a horse).  Her hair 
was all matted around her face.  Her breath was coming out of her like a 
steam locomotive and she was pregnant… I mean really pregnant.
“Please, sir, she's going to have a baby; we have to get her inside.”

Well, there are no keys to the front door of the church, so we went to the 
side door – but those darn doors can be so hard to open…  I immediately 
called Barb to come and open the doors for me. 

The young man was holding his wife up, as she tried to steady herself.  
She was making a lot of noise and I was getting scared when Barb 
suddenly arrived and showed me how easy it really is to open the doors. 
We got the young woman inside and brought her into the sanctuary.   I'm 
not sure why, but it seemed warm and welcoming.    There was a jacket 
left hanging by the auditorium.  We grabbed it as we went by and that 
became the baby's receiving blanket, when he was born about seven 
minutes later.  

Mary and Joe pretty much did it all.  I ran around the room making 
suggestions like “Not Yet”, “Can't you wait”, “Ohhhh, that's gotta hurt”.
And that's how the baby came to be born in our church.

continued on pg 2



2

Of course, around here, word travels fast.  Within minutes, I think that 
Harvey had let everyone know.  Barb had the heat on right away and Ed 
and Lyle were there to make sure that the roof didn't leak on the baby 
and that there would be an opportunity to learn bridge, should the child 
wish to learn.   I didn't think it was possible, but Ed actually organized a 
concert for the little one… just like that.  Gary was there almost before 
the baby was born, welcoming them all to Jubilee… with a four course 
meal!  Muriel showed up immediately with mittens and hats… The 
flower ladies started decorating right away… Marion sent a card and 
Robert made sure that the family had envelopes (you know, in case 
they wanted to donate).

People started to arrive with food – everyone here is so good with food.  
There were more casseroles than you can imagine.  Jason was 
organizing tables, and heating everything up; it suddenly became a 
dinner (with pie, of course).

Do you remember?

Some of you brought coffee from Tim's; others brought muffins.  Doris 
brought bread; Bob provided a Christmas cake; and I definitely 
remember a Slovenski trio singing for the baby while someone did 
handstands… Megan was the first to hold him, and Trevor and Patrick 
made him laugh.

And so many people sang… Julie, Marie, all of the Jubilants … several 
Barbaras and a Joseph.

It was beautiful.

Dick and Brian immediately set to fixing the truck while Greg plotted the 
best way to use TTC if the truck was going to be beyond repair.   
Naturally, Bill made sure that all of the appropriate cares were taken 
and insurance in place, while Linda made sure that there were no work 
place hazards to endanger any of us… and Anne-Mari took care of all 
the paper work.

We all crowded into the Sanctuary that night (good thing that it's multi-
use) – so many of us that it would have been warm even without the 
heat on.    Pat put it on the sign outside.  Iona lit candles and Jessica 
and Anna took up a collection for the young family and everyone gave.

I think that what I remember best were the children.  So many of them, 
helping, making sure that the baby was comfortable, and not alone.  
Somehow, in the midst of all confusion, there was a calm.  Josh and 
Liam started giving gifts and pretty soon the chancel was filled with 
presents for the baby.  Evan gave him a stuffed lion and Hailey and 
Spencer brought him cookies… really, really good cookies. 
 
A baby, born right in our midst.  Wasn't it something? 

It was in the paper and people came from all around, even visitors from 
the East:  Victoria Village and beyond.

Do you remember what Mary said the night … that first night?

We were all huddled there together, looking at the baby, having our 
biggest potluck ever.  Mary thanked us for all the help and then she told 
us that this baby was the son of God.  She said that the baby's name 
was Jesus and that we should know that his name means “God with 
us”. When she said it, it was like one of those moments when everyone 

is talking and then all of the sudden every one stops… and even though 
she spoke in a soft voice – it was like she was shouting.  We were all 
dumbstruck.

We went outside and the sky was alive with light.  The stars were so 
bright… there was one star that seemed almost to hover over us, like a 
midnight sun; it was so bright.   And we looked back inside through the 
Garden Room – back to Mary and Joe and that beautiful little baby – and 
we saw them.   It wasn't just me, was it?  We all saw them – right? 

Angels.
  
Right there with the little family.  In that moment, I knew for sure that it 
was true.  So did you, didn't you?  We knew that this child was “God with 
us”.

Somehow it made everything we did that much more important; that God 
would pick Jubilee as a birth place for Jesus;  that God would entrust us, 
to help take care.  For days we brought food and clothing, the children 
watched over them; we did everything we could for them…  And then 
almost as suddenly as they arrived, they left. They were gone.

I remember wanting to tell people about the miracle that had happened, 
right here.  Didn't you?  But, it's kind of like a really good secret or a book 
or movie that nobody seems to know about… as much as you love what 
happened, you sort of want to keep it to yourself. Or maybe we were just 
afraid that people would laugh at us.  I mean it does make a pretty 
strange tale.  So we all just kept it to ourselves.  

But around this time of year, I can see it in some of your eyes.
  
You remember.  

And you know that it was a miracle: that little baby was God for us,  God, 
reaching out for us.  

But somehow, I have the feeling, that even as well as we took care of that 
baby, we were supposed to do more.  Somehow, I think that maybe 
we're not supposed to keep it to ourselves, like a big secret.  Maybe 
we're supposed to share it…I'm not sure; it's just one of those things that 
I think about this time of year. After all, it didn't happen to someone else;  
it happened to us. 

Don't worry, I know that my story is all made up.  And yet, it is still true –  
because, this baby Jesus, this miracle of God with us… didn't happen to 
someone else – it really did happen to us.  God reaches out to us.  That's 
the miracle of Christmas.   

Norm
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 Jubilee Christmas List
 (be sure to check it twice!)

ULTERIOR WORSHIP
st thMondays, December 1  and 15  @ 8:35 p.m.

Quiet, intimate worship with Word, Prayer, 
and music (Mary Anna Higgins on the piano).  
A chance to relax, breathe and let Christmas arrive gently.

 CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
thSunday, December 7  @ 7:30 p.m.

Hear the full Choir with Piano, Organ, Percussion,
 and who knows what else? 

Some familiar songs, some surprises and many delights,
 all shared in the intimacy of candlelight.

Admission is free  (Donations will be gladly received).

 TORONTO CHORISTERS CHRISTMAS CONCERT
thTuesday, December 9  @ 7:30 p.m.

No Admission Fee, but lots of familiar Christmas songs and yuletide 
joy, presented by our great friends, the 100 voice Toronto Choristers.
Bring Family and Friends – there will be ample opportunity to sing 
along!   (Donations will be gladly received)

JUBILEE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
thSunday, December 14  @ 10:30 a.m.

For the Whole Family!
Shaped by the Jubilee Youth, presented by Young and Old.

It's not just A story, it's OUR story!

CHRISTMAS CAROLING on the LABYRINTH
Tuesday, December 16th @ 7 p.m.
Stand Outside on the Labyrinth (or inside in the Garden Room if you're 
not sure that the spirit will keep you warm) and sing classic Christmas 
Carols and Songs with your neighbours and maybe a trumpet or two!
Not to worry, there will also be Hot Chocolate to keep you warm.

CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICES

thWednesday, December 24  
Family Service @ 7:30 p.m.

Communion Service at 11:00 p.m.
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I am honoured and excited to be the new Music Director at Jubilee United Church. Ever since my first Sunday 
in August, I have felt an overwhelming sense of welcome from the Jubilee family. I was fortunate to spend a few 
hours with the amazing Dr. Arthur Wenk, and we talked at length about the organ, choir, and the incredible 
potential for great music at Jubilee. Arthur very generously has donated his entire organ library, which is a 
tremendous treasure for me. I have also been guided by Barbara Greenwood, who is a leader in the choir and 
serves as the music resource person on the Ministry and Personnel Committee. Thank you, Barbara, for all of 
your explanations and advice! I also want to thank Pat Lansche, in the office, and Barb Secord for helping me 
learn the ropes. It is an honour to serve Jubilee with such a talented group of worship leaders. I feel blessed to 
share ideas with Rev. Norm, Étienne, and Jennine. 

The Choir has sung beautifully this fall and I am thrilled that we have increased our numbers. We are always 
looking for new members, so if you have a love of singing, then please come out on Thursday evenings at 7:30 
p.m. No experience necessary!

This fall, I have introduced some new musical styles, while preserving the classic sacred choral repertoire. We 
have sung several Canadian compositions, and explored some popular styles. Additionally, the choir has been 
very receptive to my own compositions, and I envision more musical experimentation in the future. Thank you, 
choir, for your amazing work! The choir and I are blessed to have the remarkable musical and leadership 
talents of Marie Criscione (soprano) and Janeka Walenka (baritone). In addition to utilizing them as choir 
leaders, I have also featured their beautiful solo voices in worship. We also enjoyed Katie Richardson's 
beautiful solo voice in Leon Dubinsky's anthem, We Rise Again. Katie sang the solo at a special service in 
honour of the baptism of Melinda, Marie's beautiful daughter. 

We are busy preparing our December 7, Carols By Candlelight service, which will feature lively and 
introspective carols from a variety of traditions. Please mark Dec. 7, at 7:30 p.m., on your calendars! This year, 
a guest percussionist will enliven our singing and shed some new light on the great Christmas carol tradition. I 
wish all of you a happy and joyous Christmas season.

I also invite you to participate in the music program. In my music ministry, I have often found that many 
congregants have hidden musical abilities. I am always looking for new ways to enhance the worship service. 
If you cannot join the choir, then perhaps you might be interested in playing a percussion instrument or a guitar 
at some point in the service. Do not be shy!

Blessings to all of you, 

Daniel Rubinoff
Music Director

The Pastoral Care Team tries to keep in touch with those who are ill or having other cares. We do this by 
telephone calls and occasional visits. We invite you, as the winter season approaches, to take time to reach 
out to others as well.  When it's hard to get out because of the cold, ice or snow (brr!), it's nice to receive a 
friendly call just to say hello.

Please let Pastoral Care know of any concerns or illnesses you hear about. We'd rather have two or three calls 
than none! Contact Ruth Nicholls at 416-445-2642 .
Thanks for your concern.
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Pop Tabs for Wheelchairs

The program is still going strong! 1498 wheelchairs have been purchased since the program 
of collecting pop can tabs, to sell for money to purchase wheelchairs, was started by two 
Legionaires in Elora, Ontario in 1989.  The two Legionaires, Jack Balmer and Roy Pearse, 
are now retired, but Miles McIntosh, vice-president of their local #229 Royal Canadian 

Legion in Elora, is now heading up the program.

The average price of a wheelchair is about $1000.00, so almost $1.5 million has been raised so far.

Keep collecting those pop and beer can tabs and bringing them to Jubilee United Church, so they can be sent on 
to Elora!  The purchased wheelchairs are provided free of charge to worthy recipients.

For more information, contact Ted Gieruszczak.

It's time again to think about ordering 
one of those famous 
Claxton fruit cakes.

Prices are the same: 
$7.00 for a 1lb bar 

and 
$18.00 for a box of 3 1lb bars.

Order early as we sometimes sell out.
For more information or to place an 

order, contact Bob Nicholls at 
416-445-2642 
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The Benevolent Fund�

As I mention every year, the Benevolent Fund is a modest and discreet 
fund that I use to help folks in greatest need. There are no reports made or 
records kept; it is entirely at my discretion.  Every year in December, I 
invite you to contribute to this fund as you see fit.  Money can be given to 
me directly, through the office, or on the Collection Plate in an envelope 
marked “Benevolent Fund”.  Although we consider this to be an “extra”, 
if it arrives on the plate or through the office it can be added to your 
donations to Jubilee and be included on your tax receipt.
  

In the past year, you have helped with electrical bills, education and retraining, summer camp and 
books, groceries and rent.  We have been able to support more than one program that is helping 
people find shelter and support with dignity and respect. Many people are local, the rest within our 
city.  We have made a difference in many lives this past year, and as times get tougher and the days 
get colder, I trust that we will continue to make a loving difference in our community. 

I thank you for your support of the Benevolent Fund in the past and invite you to contribute again 
this year as you see fit.

Thank You,            Norm

After December, when the Christmas Lights go out – it's going to seem awfully dark… 
cold, even.  And we usually do our best to warm things up at Jubilee.   

thStarting Tuesday, January 13 , Tuesday Soup Lunch
will be return.

Through the balance of January, February, and into March 
we will be offering 

Soup and Bread in the Garden Room on Tuesdays from 
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Join us.  Bring a Friend.   

We eat, we talk, who knows what friendships might occur 
or what radical plans might emerge!! 
What we would really like is for somebody to volunteer to Co-ordinate (sign up soup 
makers and facilitators) and/or Facilitate (set up and/or clean up) OR a group of 
someones who might be interested in setting up and cleaning up.  If you might be such 
a person, please speak with Rev. Seli.
If you would like to make soup for 80 people, please sign up in the foyer and/or 
speak with Rev. Seli.  There is a $60 subsidy provided for supplies for anyone 
making soup this year. 

Tuesday Soup Lunch
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Reaching out at Jubilee
As we approach Advent and the celebration of Christmas I am constantly amazed by the vulnerability with which God 
approaches us.  I am reminded of the words written by that innovative, prolific, Canadian hymn writer, Sylvia 
Dunstan:

O how can this infant so little and helpless,
How can one baby redeem all the world?
In mercy and mystery God is among us;

The hands that made heaven are tiny and curled.

This season reminds us of the vulnerability in all of us.  It reminds us that God calls us to live in community and to 
include all people where they are.  The work of outreach in our community seeks to meet people where they are.

Our Community Table dinners continue, generally the second Saturday 
of each month.  We have a regular group of people attending and we 
now prepare for about 60 people each month.  We are encouraged by a 
new influx of volunteers from various parts of the community and by a 
raucous and energetic group of young folk who attend.  We are very 
proud to be able to feed a good, healthy, hearty meal for about $3 per 
person and we will continue in 2015 to build this exciting activity.

We continue to focus our food bank efforts on Community Share Food Bank in Don Mills.  Jubilee members provide 
regular support to the food bank and also ensure that donations placed at the church entrance are regularly brought to 
the facility at the Church of the Ascension.  This year, we were also able to support their Harvest Dinner Thanksgiving 
event.  Many people in our community rely on this to help free up tight budgetary dollars for other necessities of life.  
This work is essential, as we all work for long term solutions that would eliminate the need for these stop gap 
measures.

Once again, our youth will be delivering backpacks to those in need of a gift this Christmas.  35 backpacks have been 
purchased and items are being donated from the congregation.  We will walk about downtown on November 30 and 
distribute them along with a Tim Horton's card that can purchase something warm.  This is another way that we can 
help people who might not otherwise receive a gift of something new at this time of year.

Mary and Joseph had no home…
Their baby had little support…
until we recognized the undeniable Presence of God.

Many parents and individuals, adults and infants, live in our city with little support. This 
year, let us recognize the undeniable Presence of God and reach out to offer our support.

This year, throughout December, we are collecting diapers for the 
babies and young mothers at Massey Centre.  We will receive them all – but the greatest need is 
for new-born sized diapers.

This year, as we deepen our relationship with the United Church of Canada's Christian 
Resource Centre in Regent Park, we can also reach out in love and support to MARY and 
JOSEPH.
Are coats and other clothes taking up space in your closet?
The Christian Resource Centre can give that coat, vest, fleece, or clothing item to a person 
whose closet is empty. They accept gently used adult men's and women's basic clothing in all 
sizes.  The hardest items for them to find are: Men's jeans, running shoes, hiking boots. 
Women's plus size clothing, pants with elastic waists, casual shoes.

continued on pg 8
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Also, do you have extra or unused toiletries in your cupboards?
Essentials like towels, razors, shaving cream, soap, deodorant, and shampoo & conditioner are greatly appreciated at 
the Christian Resource Centre.  The hardest items for them to find are: Feminine products, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
and deodorant.

Further, they need basic household items too!
Basic kitchen utensils and small appliances, as well as sheets, blankets, duvets, towels, small lamps, and artwork.  The 
hardest items for them to find are: Adult knapsacks and bundle buggies.
Please consider bringing these to the church.  You can speak with myself, Norm or  regarding what to do Étienne
with items.

But who can believe such a wonderful story?
Who can accept what the messengers say?

The humble, the gentle, meek will receive it.
The proud and the tough and the strong turn away.

We can be part of this wonderful story.  It is in our humility and our understanding that each person deserves 
the dignity, respect, and solidarity that we are able to receive.  God calls us not to turn away.

Thank you all, for considering your part in our ongoing work.

Greg Daly, Chair of Outreach
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Don Mills, Ontario

(North off Lawrence Ave. E.,
East of the DVP)
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Baptisms:
         Melinda May Criscione                   October 26

Weddings:
           Jordon Winters and Marla Shaver October 4

Funerals:  
            Fred Ober                                            September 13
             Julie Ashdown                                    September 24
             Don Robson                                    September 27
             Thomas Deason                                  October 1
 Des McCalmont     November 5                                         

New Members:                November 2
                Mary Auzam 
                Joan Honeyford
                Doug Rowe
                Nancy Rowe

Life Events
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