
As some of you know, I currently publish two blogs.  The first is  “Things That I Think About When I'm Doing 
Something Else”, www.ttitawidse.blogspot.ca - sort of a weekly musing about things going on in my head.   Often 
religious, but not always.   The second blog is  “Jubilee United Church: After the Sermon”, 
www.jubileeunitedchurch.blogspot.ca - this blog is a 
response to the questions that are asked after Sunday 
Service.  Some questions are written down and put in a 
box in the foyer; some are texted; some are emailed; 
some are just raised in person on Sunday.  The blog is 
new, but it is getting some attention and some excellent 
questions.  There are also a number of questions that 
have been asked that I haven't really had the chance to 
answer properly… or they don't really fit the intent of the 
blog.  In the next few paragraphs I am hoping to answer a 
few of those questions that have yet gone unanswered. 

If I may:

What did you think of the new Star Trek movie?
You can see how this question didn't really make the cut for the blog… but I am quite impressed that this person didn't 
ask IF I had seen the new Star Trek movie; he or she took it for granted that I had.  He or She knows me…  Maybe 
better than my wife, as she doesn't know that I've seen it yet – I snuck off one afternoon to view it.  Back to the 
question:  I loved it. I loved it because of my love of Star Trek and also because it reminded me of 1960s Star Trek, 

thand posed some ethical questions relevant to our context, albeit in the 24  century (i.e. to what lengths should we go 
to defend ourselves from potential enemies and at what cost?)

What do you think of Rob Ford?
I actually blogged about this in my other blog, in which I made a plea for a new way of doing politics and an end to 
bullying as business as usual.  I will say further that I am not Rob Ford's biggest fan, but he is our Mayor.  Guilty or not 
guilty, he needs some kind of support and it bothers me when our churches seem to delight in his downfall.  Not to 
draw too close a parallel, but many, many years ago, I was involved with a family in which one member committed 
very serious crimes against another.  The details were horrific and socially unacceptable.  That person was an 
instant pariah.  There was little doubt to this person's guilt, so people felt justified in vilifying the accused.  I sat with 
the family and sought their permission to go to court and sit with the accused… I explained that they had my full 
support and that I in no way condoned the actions of the accused; but that I was concerned that this person would 
have no one sitting on his/her side.  I wanted the accused to know that forgiveness from God was available, that there 
could be hope for the future – not a return to life before – but not the end of everything.  The family understood and 
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A long overdue excursion is under 
construction . . . a get away, an escape, a 
chance for your parents to have a break 
from telling you to clean your room.  Stay 
tuned . . . details will be coming soon to a 
Facebook page or Sunday Bulletin near 
you!

Join Lee-Ann for a stimulating series of short films written and narrated by Rob Bell.  
Questions like: “Does religion interfere with our relationship with God?”, “Is our 
breath really a deeper connection to our spiritual reality?”, “Does prayer really help?”  
Each film runs approximately 15 minutes, leaving ample time for reflection and 
discussion.  Rob Bell provides a compelling perspective on biblical and theological 
questions that connect with us where we are today.  Watch for dates and times in your 
September bulletin or online at www.jubileeunited.ca.

Youth ages 13 years or older are invited to participate in a Confirmation 
series starting in September.  The series will include community building 
fun, lots of interesting and thought-provoking discussion, and many 
challenging and life-changing activities.  If there are any teens that have 
already been confirmed and would like to assist as mentors, there is also a 
place for you!  If you would like to participate in this adventure, please 
contact Lee-Ann: leeann.ac@jubileeunited.ca
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supported my sitting with the accused, even defending me when some members of the community were offended by 
my actions.   Love him or hate him, guilty or not guilty, Rob Ford needs to know that there is a future – maybe not as 
Mayor – but not the end of everything. 

Don't you think that the organ is too loud?
What?  I can't hear you!!  
Kidding. 
Yes, sometimes I think that the organ is too loud. 
And sometimes, I preach too long.
From time to time the church is too hot and coffee is too strong. 
I have discovered that at the very same time, there are people who wish that I would preach longer, turn up the heat 
and provide a darker roast for the morning coffee.  We all have opinions.  I do note that a great many people sit 
further back, so as not to be too close to the speakers.  I also note the number of people who sit until the very end of 
the postlude and clap for the effort made and gifts offered by Dr. Wenk.  Sometimes there are musical and dramatic 
reasons for a great volume; sometimes Art is transported away by the passion of the moment and goes a little over-
the-top… and sometimes, he just might have water in his ears and can't hear as well as can the third row.
   
What I do know is that we discuss it often, we are aware of some of the times that things go “too far” and that we do 
make efforts to correct and limit those times.   Same as I do with my preaching…
And I love being in a church where we can not only talk about such a problem, but where our problems are so few that 
this is a big one.  Honestly, we are aware and making efforts to improve.

What's going on with the Community Table?
Community Table was a pilot project that we began with the co-operation and support of Cassandra Public School in 
February.  At present, we provide hot healthy breakfast for kids and families on Wednesday and Friday mornings 
and a larger Community Dinner on the first Sunday evening of every Month.  At the dinner, we usually include some 
kind of information and resource sharing: how to read food labels; the programs and people of Eva's Initiatives, etc.   
Some mornings, we have no children.  Other mornings, we have 6 or 8.  Sometimes we have parents come, too.   
Some of our volunteers have wondered if it is worth our while to maintain this program and if that is something that we 
will discuss at great length over the summer - but I always assumed that it would take several months for people to 
learn about us, trust us and discover that we are neighbours with no other agenda than wanting to share.  I do know 
of more than one family who are very glad that we are doing what we are doing.  
The Sunday dinners have been attended by 60 or more each time… and through these dinners we have begun to 
forge a relationship with the youth and leaders of Eva's Initiatives – the kids are coming to eat with us, to help us with 
food preparation and enjoy our company.  They look forward to Sunday with our guests and volunteers and I have to 
confess that Sunday nights are succeeding far beyond my expectations.   
I'm not sure what Community Table will look like in the Fall, but I know that it will be around and suspect that it will 
include sharing dinner on Sundays, sharing information and skills through the month and bringing us together with 
our community and the youth at Eva's.

So, Norm, what are your summer plans?
This was actually the question submitted… “So, Norm…”
I'm not sure if the person wanted to know if I was going to be around preaching this summer or if I would be away so 
that they could finally bring their friends to church without fear of my offending them… 
Or maybe the question was just an attempt to be polite…
This summer, I will be taking a few weeks off and elsewhere in Jubilation you can see who will be preaching in my 
absence.  But, when not preaching, or being a minister… I will take some time with my wife to enjoy the Toronto 
Fringe Theatre Festival, visit some of our remarkable Ontario wine country… I have at least one wedding in the next 
year, so I suspect that Anne and I will save our shekels and spend a great deal of time in the backyard… watching the 
Cardinals, tending to the tomatoes, watching the chipmunks and rabbits, and just letting the world unwind. 
I am looking for some quiet time to sit and do nothing… other than listen to that still small quiet voice of God that 
speaks to me though nature, through family and through silence and whispers: I love you… and rest up…. There's 
lots to do tomorrow!

I hope that our summer offers you the same… because you are lovable and there is lots to do tomorrow!
     

            Norm
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As always, we would like to feature the 
ever popular jams and jellies, so please 
consider ArtCraft while doing your 
preserves this summer.

Once again we will be supporting and 
featuring Emerging Artisans of the Jubilee 
community.  

If you would like to be considered for 
inclusion in this year's “Emerging Artisans 
of Jubilee”, please be in touch with Nicole 
Johnston (nicole.r.johnston@gmail.com) 
and we will see if we can do it. There is 
no charge to be included, but it is juried 
and acceptance will be based on quality 
and quantity of product as well as 
balance with the rest of the ArtCraft and 
space availability.  

We hope that you are getting excited 
about ArtCraft... because we are!

Serving Family, Friends, 
Neighbours, Community and 
Jesus.  Come join the fun!!  

Registrations forms are 
available online at: 

www.jubileeunited.ca 
or through the church office.  
Youth and Adult application 

forms are also available online 
or contact 

Lee-Ann at: 
leeann.ac@jubileeunited.ca

An Annual Sensation,  
Celebration and Sale  
featuring unique hand crafted treasures: 
clothing, jewelry, pottery, art, photography,  
baked goods, jams and jellies, and more!  
           Admission: $2 (children, free) 
 

Luncheon and Tea Café from Noon Friday 
 

     40 Underhill Drive, Don Mills, Ontario 
                www.jubileeunited.ca 
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What about Worship This Summer?
This summer promises to be an exciting time of worship in the life of Jubilee, as Ulterior Worship will 

continue and some new voices and old friends will be in the pulpit.  Some of the new voices include Maya 
Braithwaite, who has discerned a call to Ordained Ministry.  Maya already has a degree from Emmanuel College, but 
will be completing a Masters of Divinity over the next year or two.   Alison Mock is an old friend, having preached 
for us before and she also lead the Jubilants through this year.  Alison is currently a Candidate for Ministry in the 
United Church of Canada and a sought-after preacher throughout Toronto.  Finally, our own Greg Daly will take the 
pulpit to share his insight, compassion, and enthusiasm for the Gospel and many ways that God works in our lives.  
Greg will be beginning studies at Emmanuel College in September.   Naturally,  Lee-Ann will continue to inspire and 
challenge us from the pulpit and Norm will also take his turn.

At present the schedule is as follows: 

Sunday, July 7  10:30 am    Maya Braithwaite
Monday, July 8 – Ulterior Worship 8:35 pm  Rev. Seli
Sunday, July 14  10:30 am    Maya Braithwaite
Sunday, July 21  10:30 am     Alison Mock
Sunday, July 28  10:30 am    Rev. Seli
Monday, July 29 – Ulterior Worship     Rev. Seli

 Sunday, August 4   10:30 am    Rev. Seli
Sunday, August 11  10:30 am     Rev. Seli
Monday, August 12    Ulterior 8:35 pm  Rev. Seli
Sunday, August 18  10:30 am    Greg Daly
Sunday, August 25  10:30 am    Rev. Seli
Monday, August 26 – Ulterior Worship 8:35 pm Rev. Seli
Sunday, September 1  10:30 am    Lee-Ann
We hope to include you in Worship – but even if you're not with us, please know that you will be included in 

our prayers.

On Sunday, June 23 at 10:30 in the morning, Jubilee 
will officially become an “Affirming Ministry”.  

What that means is that we are recognized and take responsibility for 
inviting, welcoming and including all people who want to experience 
the love of God and ministry of Jesus Christ as expressed by our 
community – regardless of sexual orientation or designation.  We take 
on, as a ministry, the care and comfort of those marginalized and 
victimized by others for their identity as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or 
Transgendered (LGBT) people.  And as much as it is about LGBT people, it is about a wider diversity 
as well.  It is about inviting, welcoming, and including those who feel left out because of age, culture, 
perceived and experienced abilities.  Becoming an Affirming Ministry is a celebration and 
commitment to embrace diversity intentionally, graciously, and compassionately – the way that Jesus 
did.

We hope that you will join us for some great music, stories, preaching, and worship on Sunday, 
rdJune 23  at 10:30 am.   
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The United Church of Canada has begun a Comprehensive 
          Review of … well, of everything!  

Set to report to General Council in 2015, a taskforce has begun to speak with Conferences, 
Presbyteries, Individuals, and Congregations about the future of the United Church.  
Recognizing that the world is changing: our resources and mission are changing, and we 
need to discern what it is that is essential to the United Church of Canada.
Is it the name?
Is it our values?
Is it our ministers?
Is it the way that we do things?
Is it Jesus?
Is it our structure?
Is it our relationships?
All sorts of important questions are being asked and Jubilee will have the opportunity to 
be interviewed over the next few months.  It might be something that you want to think 
about this summer… If the United Church of Canada were to change, what would you like 
to see changed? And what must we be sure to maintain?
These are very exciting times in the church and if you have ideas you are welcome to 
share them with Rev. Seli. 
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PLANNED GIVING
             – FORMER MEMBERS LEAVE A BEQUEST TO JUBILEE
 “Planned Givings” are gifts from donors who have made them with considerable forethought and planning. 
Recently Jubilee has been blessed to receive such a legacy gift from two of its former members.
 Jean and Mike Chennell were Charter Members of Donminster United Church – circa 1960. (Donminister United 

Church was one of three founding congregations of Jubilee.) They were born in the 
Maritimes and lived there for some years. Then over fifty years ago they moved from Nova 
Scotia to Ontario and settled in a new home on Shaunavon Crescent in Don Mills.
 Early in their marriage they were involved in an art school. This artistic flare was 
evident each year at Christmastime when they decorated their front windows in a unique 
and lovely fashion for all the neighbours to enjoy.
 Jean was a long time member of the UCW, originally in Unit 2 and then in the 
Miriam Group. She had a varied career, first as a proof reader and then as an employee at 
Brown's Bread for many years. Mike was a cartographer in the RCAF. He also had a great 
interest in photography.
 Both Jean and Mike passed away 3 years ago within a few months of each other.  A 
double funeral was held on Feb. 18, 2010.  At that time the music “Ode to Nova Scotia” was 
selected in memory of their early days. Our church played an important role in their lives, 
just as they are now playing an important role in Jubilee's life, leaving a legacy in their will 
for our church.

 God instills the desire to give in each and every one of us. Jesus spoke directly about money and ownership. He 
teaches us to address our attitudes toward money and its awesome power in our lives. Jean and Mike have responded to 
this message and left a gift of $20,000 to Jubilee to further God's work. At the direction of Council these monies have been 
placed in our Memorial Fund for future use.
  Thank you, Jean and Mike.

Baptisms:            
   Laurie Harrison       March 18, 2013

Deaths:               
   Janet Cleland          April 6, 2013                  
   Ernest Fall               April 15, 2013
   John Frame             March 30, 2013
   Marjorie Judson     April 19, 2013
   Bud Brown              May 12, 2013

Toni Capozzi
Helen Cranston
Jack Cranston
Sherrie Cranston
Aileen Cross
Greg Daly
Nonie DeLong
Detlef Frank
Sylvia Jewison
Catherine Lloyd
Billy McKendry

Jessica McKendry
Joan McKendry
Susan McKendry
William McKendry
Mary Mundle
Arthur Ortiz
Marilyn Ortiz
Dorothy Richardson
Gordon Sova
Harley Williams
Merle Williams

New Members:
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Jubilee is very excited about creating a strong bond with the 
youth and leaders of Eva's Initiatives. 

Want to know a little bit more about Eva's Initiatives?
Let them tell you in their own words.

What does Eva's Initiatives do?
-     Eva's creates opportunity for homeless youth.
-     Eva's operates three unique shelters – Eva's Phoenix, Eva's Place and Eva's Satellite.
-     Eva's shelters house and feed 114 youth aged 16-24 each night. 

What's the Eva's philosophy? What makes Eva's different?
- Eva's is about long term solutions to youth homelessness.
- Safe stable housing, meaningful employment and basic life skills are the cornerstones of success at Eva's.
- Eva's cutting-edge services and distinctive programming provides a continuum of service not available anywhere
  else in Canada.

What kinds of services does Eva's provide?
-     Mentorship.
-     Family Counselling (Family Reconnect Program).
-     Employment training and job connection.
-     On-site Social Enterprise – commercial print shop.
-     Harm Reduction.
-     Life Skills training.

Who comes to Eva's?
-     Each of our residents is unique, with distinctive needs, challenges and expectations. 
-     Youth come to us from all walks of life.
-     Most have experienced abuse, addictions and rejection.
-     Many suffer from mental illness.
-     Most have no employment skills and have not finished high school.

How do you help such a large and diverse group?
-     We treat each youth as an individual: a person with a unique and important story.
-     We treat every youth with respect and expect the same of them.
-     We work one on one helping them to identify their personal goals. 
-     We strive to understand the conditions that lead to youth homelessness: poverty, abuse, addictions, family 
       breakdown, cultural and generational conflict, prejudices and intolerance.
-     We strive to create a positive welcoming environment for all and to challenge those forces which create homeless
       youth. 

Discovery Zones
Working with the “Living the Good News” curriculum, our small but mighty band of dedicated leaders covered a 
variety of topics from Lenten Trivia to Mothers of the Bible.

Susan McKendry, the newest member of our team, has been working each week with our 10 - 12 year olds.

Daniel Gaito, Jennifer Ratcliffe, Mary Kutarna, Teresa Kayahara and Donna Rutz have rotated teaching the 4 - 9 age 
group and starting in May, David Que will be adding his artistic talents to the mix.

I would like to thank all of the volunteers that have helped with teaching, crafts and crowd control on Easter Sunday 
(Amanda you rock!).  Without your tireless help and commitment this would not be possible.  
Jo Dullard
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