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Sign of the Times

I wrote much of this in a blog this summer, but I think that it bears 
repeating to a larger audience.  (I hope that you agree.)

The story is that Cary Grant once received a telegram from a 
reporter writing a bio piece on the actor; in all of the notes the 
reporter had taken, he had neglected to record Mr. Grant's age.  
And so, he sent the following telegram:

How old Cary Grant? <stop>

The ever witty and suave silver screen idol replied with his own 
telegram: 
Old Cary Grant fine, how you? <stop>

The story may not be true, but I love it.

I once wrote a letter to an old girl friend. A young woman with 
whom I had ended a long relationship... I did not end it well, as I 
was enthralled with someone new.  In short, I was a cad.  (Yes, we 
all spoke like that in the 80's...  “You cad... how deleterious of you 
to treat me in such a manner”... at least that's how I remember it.  
We also wore spats, I think)

Three years later, I wrote to the woman wronged to apologize.  I 
confessed my cad-like nature, apologized for the hurt and hoped 
that we might one day be friends.  A week later, my letter was 
returned with bold letters across the front declaring “TOO 
LITTLE, TOO LATE”

The words practically knocked me out of my spats!

In the month of August, I posted on the Jubilee United Church 
sign, these words:

Blessings and Peace

To our Muslim Friends

In the Holy Month

Of Ramadan.

It seemed a nice gesture, acknowledging that many of our 
neighbours are Muslim.  The same people who wish me “Merry 
Christmas” and “Happy Easter” when I see them on the street or 
in their places of business  (at the appropriate time of year, of 
course.. we don't just go around issuing holiday greetings out of 
context in Don Mills).  Within two hours of posting the sign, I 
received an email – some of which I will quote:

     I drove by your building today, (looks like a community 
centre), and I noticed your marquee, and was appalled by the 
message.  Why this message? Do you think Muslims have had a 
rough go of things recently? Are you trying to 'reach' out to those 
who have, and continue to persecute Christians? Who burn 
churches, kill Christians in Muslim countries. I'll tell you 
something right now, North Americans are very ignorant of 
Muslims and Islam. They are far removed from reality....  Islam is 
not a religion, it's an ideology. Just like Nazism and fascism. 
Mohammed was illiterate, was into the occult ... promoted 'kill 
anyone who does not follow me', his mother bewitched him, and 
he admitted to not performing any miracles. He was not raised 
from the dead. He never ascended into heaven. He was a liar and 
so is the religion. Muslims in Canada are here to convert this 
Christian country into an Islam state. Go back to school and read 
the history of Christianity, and the 7th century of Islam as 
warriors, aggressors and killers...    Your organization is an 
embarrassment to Christianity.  As a matter of fact, your 
organization is a heresy. Why don't you drive around and see how 
many mosques have marquees praising Christians and blessing 
them, etc.  Never in a million years. I'm not suggesting to behave 
like them, but don't even bother giving them attention. That's what 
they want. They want North Americans to be afraid of them, so 
they will give into them, and the next minute, presto, Christianity 
is gone, and Islam is in.

There was more (much more)... but I think that you get the 
picture.

He signed it with his initials (although his name was quite evident 
in his email address).

What does one do with such an email?

I thought about the witty Cary Grant reply.... but didn't know how 
to spell “bbbllllpphhhhhhh”

I thought about the declarative ex-girlfriend “SHUT UP!” 
response.
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I considered ignoring it altogether.   I mean, he's not listening to 
me... he's not really looking for dialogue or the exchange of ideas...

But then, I thought about the criticism that that is often levelled at 
“moderate” Muslims who don't speak up when the radicals and 
haters make outrageous statements.  We criticize them for not 
speaking out, so, I thought that I needed to say something.  So I did.  
Here is some of what I said: 

I am very sorry that you feel the way that you do and that our 
message on a "community" board to our neighbours hurt your 
feelings.  I have a great many Muslim friends and acquaintances 
who regularly wish me Merry Christmas or Blessed Easter; and 
I feel that offering a similar greeting in return is the least that I 
can do as a courteous human being.   I am reminded of the 
many "regular" Muslims who gathered to protect churches in 
Indonesia last Christmas when radicals were targeting them for 
vandalism... as well as countless more that I meet regularly, as 
together we work to feed the hungry and clothe the naked. 
It has never been my experience that peace has been found 
through ignorance or isolation and so I will always strive to 
move in the other direction - experience and inclusion - much 
like Jesus sitting, talking and eating with the Samaritan Woman 
at the well.  Samaritans and Jews were not much different in 
that time than Muslims and Christians today.  However, take 
heart, you are in good company, as the disciples couldn't 
understand either why Jesus was taking time to talk to this 
woman: A sworn enemy of all that they stood for!
I will accept your views as informed, but please do not assume 
that I am ignorant or inexperienced....   (I bragged about my 
education here... it's an ego thing).
..... my greatest concern is that your faith in God is such that 
you think that God can be defeated by any kind of human 
action; that somehow, if we don't push Islam back, then the life 
and death of Jesus Christ will all be for not.  Surely that can't 
have been God's plan?  God is a little more dynamic than that, 
and a much better planner... not one to fall victim to my whims 
or politics. 

But, clearly we are far apart on my many things and not likely 
to agree - so I wish you peace and the love of God.

Norm Seli

I could have been a little more harsh... but I wanted to at least leave 
the door open for discussion.  I didn't go for the angry ex-girlfriend 
response... but I will confess to a little “Cary Grant” cheek.  I 
concluded my response with: 

p.s. You should probably also know that we include people of 
other faiths in our congregation; we welcome people regardless 
of sexuality and believe that the love of God is available to and 
evident in all people. 

As times get tougher for many people, as the world changes all 
around us, it is easy to bring the wagons into a circle and protect 
ourselves from all outsiders.  However, it is wise to remember that 
Jesus never preached “Christianity” he preached the Kingdom of 
God that was open to all people (including Samaritans and 
Romans) and that Jesus was never an “insider” – he was always the 
“outsider”, the stranger eating with other outsiders, challenging the 
status quo and upsetting those who liked to circle the wagons and 
keep the “others” out.   As we move into the last months of 2011, I 
hope that we can dare to be a little more like Jesus; more open and 
less afraid to be good neighbours.  

                   Norm

 Sunday, September 18

Welcome Back!
 

Please join us after church for a light and 
healthy salad bar luncheon to welcome 
everyone back after our summer break.

 
We look forward to seeing you all there!

 
Jason Amell

Chair, Fellowship Committee

For kids ages 4-15 
who want to 

sing...
It's not Glee...  (yet)

It's not a formal 
choir... (so far)

It's a Joyful 
Noyz!!

th
Beginning  Sunday, September 25 , 
Rev. Seli will be singing with kids who 
want to sing, in the sanctuary – EVERY 
SUNDAY – from 12:10-12:30  Not 
later... just 20 minutes... lots of songs, 
lots of smiles, lots of fun... and we're 
done at 12:30.  So, if you want to sing... 
maybe we'll even sing in church from 
time to time... but mostly if you just want 
to sing and learn some new songs, join 
Rev. Seli after church.  You don't have 
to come to them all; you don't have to 
sign up... you just have to show up!  
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UCW FALL GATHERING – Sept. 27th

SPECIAL K-9 PRESENTATION 

Jubilee UCW is once again looking forward to our annual Fall 
th

Gathering on Tuesday, September 27  – a chance to re-connect with 

each other after a busy summer.  This year, instead of our 

traditional potluck supper, we are offering a set meal at $5 per 

person – reserve ahead and pay at the door.  Dinner will begin 

sharply at 6:15.  

We are pleased to welcome a member of Toronto 

Police Services K-9 Division as our guest speaker on 
thTuesday, September 27  at 7:15.  The Toronto Police 

K-9 unit was created in 1989 and is deployed to 

search for suspects, missing persons and other duties. The service 

has 17 general purpose dogs. Nero and Rony are dogs attached to 

this unit. There are 4 drug enforcement dogs and 

one explosives detector dog. The 21 officers and dogs are assigned 

to this unit and based at 44 Beechwood Drive in Toronto East York.  

They are offering a presentation to our Guides and Scouting groups 

as well as other youth in our congregation.  We encourage the 

children and youth to attend this special event designed especially 

for them.  There will be a free-will offering.  Refreshments will 

follow.
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Come and share in music that you will be humming 
all the way home and into the week...
Come and engage in a story that can't be hidden away 
in a book...
Come and hear the Jubilants, a dynamic musical force
Come and be part of your Worship...  

It's not a show,  It's

Something LIKE Church
ndSunday, October 2  

thSunday, November 4
thSunday, December 6

Looking a closer,
   Going a little deeper..

Study Groups at Jubilee

Bible Study, every Tuesday Morning 8am – 9am.
The coffee is hot and the people welcoming.  An informal Bible Study  that requires no prior knowledge of the 
Bible.  We read together the Bible Passages for the upcoming Sunday Church service and we talk about them... 
how they sound, what the say to us, what they might mean to others.  We don't try to find agreement, just a little 
time to think and share the Word of God.  You are invited to come out any time and you can expect to be joined
by 6 to 12 others.
 

Living the Questions – First and Third Tuesday of each month, 1-3pm. 
The coffee is on, there is usual fruit and maybe some cookies to share and together we watch a 
dynamic video highlighting some part of our faith, with modern thought and commentary.  The 
nature of Jesus, The Purpose of the Church, The meaning of Easter, The point of Prayer, etc.  Then 
we talk about what we've seen in the video, what we've experienced in our lives and what we are 
thinking right now.  The discussion is lively and friendly and you can expect to be with 14 to 24 others in 
this group.
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Support Opportunities are still available.  
We are always happy to have help with Ticket 
Taking, Jams and Jellies and the Lunch Room.  
Contact Barbara Rutherford or Rev. Seli. 
(or sign up on Sunday after Church)

The First and Third Monday 
of every month, join us for

 Ulterior Worship 
@ 8:35pm

Quiet, Personal, 
just about right

 for you!
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thFRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18  @ 8pm
So the WingNut Gala and Auction is on its way!

10 Things that you need to know:
1. It's not dinner.  It's Chicken Wings and Spiced Nuts 
2. Wine, Beer and Soft Drinks will be sold.
3. It's a Live Band experience.  Arden and the Tourists are in 

incredible live 5 piece band that play music from the 40s to 
Today... and you are going to love them! Dance, Listen – 
something for everybody!

4. It's going to be a great AUCTION.  Live Auction; Silent 
Auction; Ticket Auction

5. It's the kind of thing that you want to bring your friends to...
6. It's Jubilee's biggest Fall Fundraiser (with any luck!)
7. There are Opportunities to help with Set Up, Take Down, 

Ticket Selling, Ticket Taking, Chicken Wing Wrangling, 
Cashier, Creating an Auction Catalogue  (to seize on any of 
these opportunities: Call, speak to or Email Rev. Seli)

8. We are looking for all kinds of Auction Items – big and small, 
affordable and exciting!

9. Tickets are priced to sell at $30/each or a block of 8 tickets for 
$200  (see how easy it will be to bring friends?) Available after 
Church and from the Church Office at the end  of September

10.  It's going to be an Incredible Evening of Music and Fun!!



The Outreach Network at Jubilee aims to present news about agencies involved in social assistance in our community and in the 
world the  beyond.  We have two interesting items to report.
 
When Barb MacInnis was downsizing during the summer, from her home to a nearby condo, she had a number of clothes in 
excellent condition she no longer needed.  She contacted Outreach to ask if we knew of an agency which would value her gently 
used clothes and put them to good use. 
 
We discovered a community group which really impressed us, called ‘New Circles’, at 10 Gateway Blvd, established in 2005.  
The mission of ‘New Circles’ is to "promote equity and dignity by providing services and clothing to enhance the daily lives of the 
people we serve".  The primary service is a clothing program which provides new and gently used clothing for men, women, and 
children.  They also offer counselling and other services, geared to newcomers, seniors and low income families, primarily in the 
Flemingdon Park, Thorncliffe Park and other nearby areas.   
 
Clients are referred from social workers, food banks, schools, friends or community notices.   The site's clothing store is set up  
with men, women's and children's departments.  All the clothes are cleaned if need be, steamed on hangers and displayed 
attractively.  While many of the clients are new immigrants to Canada, anyone is welcome, and only a brief confidential 
registration is needed.  Coupons are given out in a generous amount so that clients can come and shop for clothing for their 
families as needed, or for special occasions such as job interviews. 
 
The clients sometimes work as volunteers in the store, gaining some Canadian work experience, and we were struck by the 
happy and professional atmosphere.  Here are some comments from clients of ‘New Circles’:  

"My family has fled violence in Colombia.  ‘New Circles’ helped me with my resume.  Tomorrow is my job interview, and I feel so 
confident in my outfit from ‘New Circles’."  

“My family is from Haiti. I am grateful to ‘New Circles’ for providing my kids with Canadian clothes, which helps them fit in with their 
new friends in school."
 

Judy Wells is concerned about the famine in the horn of Africa, and wanted to help.  She has decided to work with the United 
Church of Canada's famine relief appeal.   She knows the Canadian government will match donations made. To raise $1000 Judy 
has decided to shave most of her hair off, and if she can raise $2000 she will dye her Mohawk purple.Judy says "This is for real-
people that are starving, while we have so much to eat-we can all make a difference together. My intention is to work through The 
United Church of Canada and have income tax receipts sent to you for your donations."

To support Judy, to contribute to the famine relief efforts, please use the Special Offering envelopes in the chair backs, where 
donations can be placed. If you write "Judy's hair for African Drought relief " in the space on the envelopes, your donations will be 
processed, and you will credited for this contribution on your tax form. Of course, you also can give Judy a cheque.
Keep tuned and look for a lovely lady without much hair at Jubilee!

 

The Benevolent Fund 
The Benevolent Fund is modest and discreet fund that I use to help folks in greatest need. There 
are no reports made or records kept; it is entirely at my discretion.  In the past year it has been 
used to help people go to school, to camp, stay in their homes, buy food and keep the power on.  
It is my policy to shy away from repeat requests, and to try and keep the amounts given, modest, 
so that we can reach as many as possible and not turn people away when the funds are depleted. 
However, as the number of requests continue to increase, the Fund is stretched more and more.  
In short the need is great and any help that you would like to offer will be greatly appreciated. 
Donations can be made directly to me, but also to the Church office or on the Offering Plate in 
an envelope marked “Benevolent Fund”  On the plate or through the office assures that you will 
get a Tax Receipt... to me directly, is not as reliable (I do forget sometimes). 
You will not hear about these efforts during the year as privacy is essential – but please know 
that your contributions are valued and make a difference in people’s lives. 
Thank You            Norm 
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Have fun and get fit

Wednesday mornings 9:30 - 10:30
with a

certified Fitness instructor

All ages and fitness levels welcome

$5.00 per class
for more information call

Deborah Johnston
416-751-8298

Autumn Jubilation 2011......pg 6



We would like to report that over 200 T light candles were 
used in the first six months of this year. 
Also a number of pillar candles. We would like to thank the 
anonymous members who gave us candles.

Marilyn Symes donated the "Healing Hands" banner and 
wooden stand. 
SYMBOLISMS OF THE BANNER.
- the light blue background represents; Mary, who was 
always in the background watching over Jesus.
- The Royal purple cloth represents; Mary, Joseph and 
Jesus who were born into the Royal  house of David.
- The white hands represents; the purity of Jesus healing.
- The small hearts represents; the healing energy of love.
- There are three words that cannot be seen from the back 
of the church. When you get close the words are Jesus, 
Faith, and Healing.
In the bible, Jesus says "that you must have faith to be 
healed".  Which may be body, mind or spirit. 

Norma Taylor has also donated two beautiful banners for 
the table. 
One on "Forgiveness", the second on "be grateful". Two 
subjects we all need to work on. Thank you Norma. 

Joe Dullard has kindly agreed to look after the prayer table 
when Marilyn Symes is not able to do so. 

Thank you for using the prayer table.  I hope you have 
received comfort. 

Marilyn Symes

Earth
Kids

Thirty-two children participated in this 
year's Vacation Bible School.  Many 
thanks to the 14 youth volunteers and 
17 adult volunteers who helped make 

Earth Kids a fun and 
meaningful week 

at Jubilee this 
summer.  It 
was a 
wonderful 
experience for 
us all!!

Lee-Ann
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BRIDGE AT JUBILEE 
          Intermediate bridge upgrading sessions will 
recommence in the auditorium on  Tuesday, 

thOctober 11  at 9:00am. 
          We are expecting the usual 40 to 50 
participants, the majority being visitors to Jubilee.  
The emphasis once again will be the social aspect 
of bridge -- coffee and a cookie will even be 
provided.  The series will deal with miscellaneous 
basic topics relating to bidding and play of the 
cards...  Most weeks there will be a short lesson 
on a specific topic followed by play and discussion 
of five or six pre-set hands relating to the topic of 
the day. The focus will be on improved social 
bridge beyond the Goren era. Knowledge of 
sophisticated systems is not necessary to 
participate in this upgrading. Requests regarding 
specific topics will be considered. 
       Pre-registration by telephone with Bev or Lyle 
Miller ((416) 444 4607) will be appreciated. Cost: 
$30.00 for 10 weeks, payable on the first day of 
attendance.     
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Sunday Mornings

Sunday morning programming will include sessions 
with Lee-Ann as well as opportunities to assist with 
Discovery Zones.  Youth will be invited to meet after 
services for social time and occasional meetings. 

Confirmation of Faith

Are you, or is someone you know, ready for 
confirmation?  Join me in a playful and thoughtful 
adventure, exploring all those questions we wonder 
about with respect to our faith, our church, God and 
Jesus . . . the why's and how's and what's it all mean, 
kinds of wondering.  I can't promise to have all the 
answers but I'm pretty sure that together we'll come up 
with some interesting perspectives and in the end we'll 
have a better sense of what being Christian and living 
a life of faith means to us in today's world.   Please 
contact Lee-Ann if you are interested in joining the 
group. (Adults who have not been confirmed are 
welcome to join as well.)   Our first meeting will be 
October 16th from 3pm – 5pm.  

Our children's Sunday morning program 
continues this Fall beginning with a series on 
“Imagining Heaven”.  Lee-Ann will lead the 
youngest members of our congregation through 
a creative exploration of heaven.  If you're 
children will be attending our Sunday morning 
program please complete the registration form 
available outside the auditorium or email Lee-
Ann at  and I will send 
you a copy of the form.  Registration is a way for 
us to provide proper duty care for the children in 
our community and allows us to communicate 
upcoming activities or events for families. 

leeann.ac@jubileeunited.ca

 

 

The Jubilee Youth would like to challenge our 
Church Council, or any group in the 
congregation, to bring in as many non-perishable 
food items as possible on Sunday, October 2nd.  
During coffee hour, we'll have a competition to 
see who can create the most interesting non-
perishable food sculpture.  Prizes will be 
awarded for quantity, creativity and teamwork.  
See Lee-Ann for more information.

Join us for an evening walk on 
September 21st at 7pm 

under the stars, 
surrounded by the soothing sounds 
of our bubbling water rock and in the 

comfort of caring community.  

Want to know more about walking the 
labyrinth?
Check out our website or call Lee-Ann 
for more information.
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The property committee had a busy spring and summer finalizing 

a company for new front doors, at the roundabout.  They should 

be installed by the end of October.  Most of the remaining exterior 

doors will be refinished within the next month, it was too humid in 

the summer!

Barb was busy putting the siding panels back up on the sanctuary 

windows and re-caulking with able assistance from Jo Dullard.  

We will test and hope that this has solved the water leak problem 

there.  Carpets and the sanctuary chairs were cleaned, as they 

were in desperate need.  The ceramic tiles in the foyer 

were specially cleaned and a sealant applied.  This will 

help with maintenance and Cathy Mines will be 

appreciative with her yoga groups.

A special thanks to Harvey Bride for all his hard work and 

TLC with the gardens, they always look great and truly 

appreciated.  And Jason and his team did a great job on all 

of the vinyl tile floors, best ever!

If you have any items to mention, let Barb know, there are 

forms to complete outside her office. Or you can get in 

touch with property co chairs, Liz Williamson and Brian 

Kalanda.  We look forward to another busy year and with 

everyone's help, we will keep the building looking great!

mailto:leeann.ac@jubileeunited.ca
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