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Christmas Notes from Norm 
 

As I write this, I am at the Royal Agricultural 
Winter Fair. First Day. Opening Day. The day 
that Prince Charles and the Duchess of Cornwall 
graced the Royal Winter Fair with their presence. 

AND I was invited to meet the Royal couple this 
very morning ï as a reward for some the work that 
I do for the Royal (Fair not couple), I suppose. I 
imagine that it would have been rather formal (not 
an occasion for running shoes or untucked shirts). 
I imagine that it would have been rather brief, 
something of a receiving line (2 second with the 
Prince, and on your bike!). It might have been 
rather grand and kind of neat, I imagine. 

I imagine, because I was not able to attend. I had 
work to do, something at the Royal (again, Fair 
not couple) for which I was responsible required 
immediate attention. 

I will  confess that I might have tried harder to 
make the reception, but I am also not entirely sure 
how I feel about the Monarchy. I mean, I am glad 
that HRH Queen Elizabeth II  is the Queen of 
Canada, but I͍ve never really thought about it, just 

accepted it as the norm.  I͍m not clear on how I 

feel about elevating an individual above the 
general populace, Divine Right of Kings, Noblesse 
Oblige and frankly, I͍m finding the third season of 

the Tudors a little slow. 

I also wasn͍ t sure about what I was to say, how I 

would address the Prince. Your Highness? 
Chuck? I hate it when I don͍t know what to say or 

when I risk looking foolish. 

 
 
 
 
And furtheré although I 

could have tucked my shirt 
in, I was wearing running 
shoes. 

So, I didn͍t go. Right now, I kind of wish that 

I had. 

Allow me to help you to learn from my 
mistake. 

In a few weeks (actually, any time now) you will 
have the opportunity to meet a Prince. Some 
call him the Prince of Peace; the Prince of 
Promiseé others call him Jesus of Nazareth, 

Son of God, Saviour, Lord and Baby Jesus. 
We will  celebrate his coming into the world on 
Christmas. But let͍s be realistic: Christmas is a 

crazy time of year and you will  have lots of 
reasons to not take the time and meet the 
Prince. Like me, you will  probably find that: 

1. Work gets in the way. You have 
responsibilities, places to go, people to see, 
always extra work at the office before a 
holiday, years end, retail fever ï presents to 
buy, gifts to wrap, parties to organize or 
attend, schedules to manage, and food to 
prepare (don͍ t͍ forget that Martha is 

lactose intolerant, Uncle Doug pales at the 
sight of cranberry, and adorable Sarah Jane 

won͍t eat anything yellow). With so many 
things to do, it will  be easy, even noble, for 
you to miss out on meeting the Prince. 

Continued on pg. 2 
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Thanks to those who 
helped make this 

Newsletter possible. 
Special thanks to my 
proofreader, Yvonne 

Kerr. 
Linda McNaughton, 

editor 

 
 
 

LI FE EVENTS:  Deaths: Muriel Hay, October 14
th
, 2009 

Marriages: Joanne Van Veen and William Rishworth, October 24
th
, 2009 

New Members: November 1
st
, 2009, by profession of faith: 

Kim David, Kelly Higgins, Resi Poppe, David Westbrook, Jan 

Westbrook, Adam Westbrook, Claire Westbrook 



 
 

 
 

 
 

THE  BENEVOLENT  FUN D 

The Benevolent Fund is modest and discreet fund that I use to help folks in greatest need. There are no reports 
made or records kept; it is entirely at my discretion. Every year in December, I invite you to contribute to this fund 
as you see fit.  Money can be given to me directly, through the office or on the Collection Plate in an envelope 
marked ñBenevolent Fundò. Although we consider this to be an ñextraò, if it arrives on the plate or through the 

office it can be added to your donations to Jubilee and be included on your tax receipt. 

In the past year I have been able to help individuals and families in crisis with groceries, utilit ies, rent and medical 
expenses. 2009 was a particularly hard year for many of our neighbours as jobs and income were ñdownsizedò.  The 

Benevolent Fund is a modest fund, so I work with people inviting them to help themselves rather than relying on us 
for support; assistance is a one time gift and it comes after due diligence. You will not hear about these efforts during 
the year as privacy is essential ï but please know that your contributions are valued and make a difference in 
people͍s lives. Jubilee helped several people make up the difference even as they found new jobs and ways to live. 

I thank you for your support of the Benevolent Fund in the past and invite you to contribute again this year as you 
see fit. Thank You Norm 

 
 

Continued from pg. 1 
2. You͍re not sure how you feel about Christmas and Jesus.  I 

mean, all of those religious people you see on TV, you don͍ t 

want to be like ñthemò. And when you talk about 

Christmas as a religious thing, people think that you have a 
closed mind, hate science and are rather smug and arrogant. 
And, truth be told, you don͍t really know how to explain 

how a little baby could be the ñson of Godò or what that 

really means ï and you͍ve got a pretty good idea that the 

Christmas Story is exactly that: A storyé. So maybe you͍re 

not a believer after all. Simply put you have too many 
questions to be sure about anything! 

3. Christmas services and traditions can be a constant 
invitation to the land of ñfaux-pasò. You͍ll  say the wrong 

thing, sit in the wrong placeé if you go to church you risk 

singing too loudlyéor to softlyé blurting out words when 

everybody else has seen the secret signal for silence and/or 
revealing yourself  a fool because you didn͍t realize that St. 

Swithun͍s day is after Christmas (for goodness sake!) 

4. What will  you wear? (Not that, I hope!) These days you 
never know if  you͍re supposed to dress up or down for an 

event. If  you don͍ t dress up, you obviously don͍ t respect 

the event, if  you do dress up, you clearly don͍ t respect the 

other guests who have had a bad year and are still wearing 
last year͍s Lacroix (dahling!).  So, rather than figure out 

what to wear to meet the Prince of Peace, you stay out of it, 
comfortable in your running shoes, but pretty sure that they 
weren͍t going to pass muster on your way to the crèche. 

Please, please, believe me when I say: 

1. Work and responsibilities are important and deserve your 
attention, but not all of your attention, you do have a life. 

2. At Christmas, we celebrate God͍s presence coming into the 

world in a way that is unique and new ï as such, we can͍ t 

even hope to adequately describe it ï which leaves us with 
great latitude for expression. In other words, you really 

can͍ t get it wrong; you don͍ t have to know exactly how you 

feel to participateé it͍s enough to know that you want to 

feel. 

3. Most people don͍ t know more than one or two traditionsé 

they just look like they know them all. Enter into the event, 
sit when it feels right, say ñMerry Christmasò as you feel 

 
inclined and know that God does not expect you to be a 
perfect danceré just getting out on the floor is enough. 

(incidentally, St. Swithunôs Day is in Augusté so itôs pretty close to 
being both before and after Christmas) 

4. It doesn͍t matter what you wear! Baby Jesus appears to be 

naked in most of the picturesé meanly wrapped in 

swaddling clothes, according to the storyémeanly wrapped! 

Hardly haute coutureé. and he did make his first 

appearance in a barn. You show up dressed as yourself and 
it will  be fine. 

What I͍m hoping for you this Christmas, is that you can take a 

little time and consider what it is that we are recognizing at 
Christmas. I am recognizing that in Jesus I see that God comes 
to us open and vulnerable like an infant, reaching out and 
needing usé I recognize that God comes to me in surprising 

ways, ways that I would never suspecté I recognize that not 

everybody is going to get it, but that won͍t stop God͍ s loveé. I 

recognize that it doesn͍t matter where or how I li ve ï at home 
or away from home ï comfortable or struggling ï God will 
appear in my life, just as God appeared in Jesus in that stable 
in Bethlehem. Finally, I recognize that just as babies grow and 
change, delighting me in one moment, challenging me in 
another, so too does God.é That͍ s a lot to really considerébut 

in taking the time to do it, you get to meet the Prince. 

In spending a little quiet time thinking about the Christmas 
Story, about seeing the light of God shining from a manger é 

you get to meet the Prince. 

In daring to participate in events and gatherings, you get to 
meet the Prince. 

In quiet prayeré you get to meet the Prince. (And it won͍t 

matter that you are wearing running shoes!) 

This Christmas season, don͍t let the excuses get in the way of 

your meeting the Prince and engaging with Godé but if  you 

can͍ t find the time or it just won͍t work right nowé don͍ t 

worry, unlike meeting Prince Charles, this isn͍t a once in a life 

time event, you have the opportunity every day of your li fe é 

so, please don͍ t miss out. 

Merry Christmas. Norm 
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Didja Know? 
 

Last month I was at an event with Deb Hopper. Deb is part of United Church of Canada National Office, with 
responsibilities for Financial Planning and Bequests. Last year she joined us at an event we produced in which we invited several 
professions with expertise in end of life issues. We heard from an Estate Lawyer, a director of Bequests, a Funeral Director, yours 
truly and others as we shared our insights and experiences with individuals and families as they plan for death, funerals and 
legacies.  We answered a lot of questions, heard a lot of great stories and really did participate in an exceptional symposium. As the 

event wasn͍ t about money, we didn͍t worry too much about who might have made bequests or inquiries ï we just let the event 
stand for itself. But then, I ran into Deb. She all but bounced across the floor as she greeted me and told me that our event was 
just about the best event in which she has participated or even attended. She has begun to use it as a model for other churches 
across the country. I was pleasedé then, she let the cat out of the bagé ñYou know the United Church of Canada and Jubilee got 
a lot of support after that eventé. About 20 bequests thanks to that evening and I can tell you ï people really love Jubilee and they 
have made sure that Jubilee will  have financial resources in the futureé you should be really proudò. 

 

In a time when we are appropriately concerned about budgets and fiscal responsibili ty, it͍s rather nice to know that so 

many have already invested in our futureé and it͍s also somewhat flattering that what happens at Jubilee is being used to inspire 
other people and churches. Good for usé. Our ministry grows and shows great promise to continue for many years to come. 

Thought you should knowé Norm 
 

 
 
 

Don and Marion Hunter 

A Journey of Hope 
Anyone who has been in the company of Marion and Don Hunter recognizes what special 
people they are. 

While they have lived their entire married life in the Victoria Village area, their interests have 
led them to have friends much farther away. Familyé.two children and three grandchildren 

plus extended family have always been a priority and a source of love and pride. Then there are friendsésome from early 

school days, or Teachers͍  College, or the Couples͍  Club, a group of 7 couples, all married for over 50 years, who meet 

social ly every month. 

Don, who is a Chartered Accountant, has used his skills and experience in different organizations from the Church to the 
national association of Clan Hunter. As a child, Don collected Stamps, a hobby he still maintains. He enjoys photography 
and along with Marion, Genealogy, as well as going to music concerts, often the Toronto Symphony or Markham Theatre. 

Marion, a Primary teacher who for 18 years taught Multiple Handicapped Children, enjoys crafts, needlework, teaching 
Sunday school, and has been a pianist with the Junior Choir, as well as an active UCW member. Her work on the Pastoral 
Care team at Jubilee is highly valued. Her time with the Girl Guides has been honoured nationally for her 56 years at the 
local, provincial and national level. She is proud that a daughter and granddaughter have also received the Canada Cord in 
Guiding. 

It is in another role that Marion and Don are serving the community now. In 2001 Marion was diagnosed with Myeloma, a 
virulent and incurable form of Cancer. As Marion was receiving treatment, including two Bone Marrow transplants, it was 
the Hunter͍s turn to receive help. And the help was abundant!  Don and Marion have read and researched Multiple 

Myeloma and are advocates for those with the disease. Don spoke to us at Jubilee about the high cost of an expensive drug 
that can help the lives of Myeloma patients, and along with many others, our petition helped convince the government to 
make this drug more easily available. Through their association with the 450 members of the Toronto and District Multiple 
Myeloma Association, Marion and Don are often called upon to share their knowledge with patients and caregivers. This 
past April  in a Brampton United Church, they were involved with ñAn Evening of Hopeò, a meaningful church service for 

those in the Cancer Community. 

These days Marion and Don can often be found in the Solariumétheir ñcottageò, which overlooks their beautiful garden and 

backyard. The Hunters might be thinking about the next trip they could take. They enjoy traveling so much, especially 
cruising. 

Whatever it is, Marion says that they will  li ve each day to the fullest! And we will  say, ñThank you for the way you are li ving 
your lives!ò 

Mary Anna Higgins 
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Thanks  Giving at  Jubi lee 
 

Starting on Sunday, the congregation of Jubilee showed that they a lot to be thankful for and to share with 

one another and others. Those who attended service on that Sunday brought food to 

share.  A twist on our service was that everyone took home something that someone 

else brought ï thus learning not only how to give, but how to receive. 
 

Then on Monday evening, about 50 people came together at Jubilee to give 

thanks and share a wonderful meal on Thanksgiving Day.  What a happy 

gathering! And what a wonderful bounty ï both of people and food! A 

pot-luck dinner, we were treated to many tasty foods! There was plenty of 

food leftover to take home (and who doesnôt just love turkey 

sandwiches the next day!) 
 

A big thank-you to Lee-Ann and her helpers (especially Melissa, 

Kyle and Sandy) for organizing this get-together and providing Grandma and Grandpa 

Turkey and Uncle Jeb (who was a big ham).  A big thank-you too to all those who 

participated to make it a wonderful thanks-giving meal. 
 
 

 

YOUTH BOWLING ï 27 people participated in our bowling event in September. 

 

YOUTH TECH TEAM ï We currently have a great team of youth who are volunteering to run our sound system, lights and 
audio-visual equipment.  If you are interested in joining the team, just let Lee-Ann know. Thanks to Grayson, Taylor, 
Alister, Adam and Simar for taking on the task so far.  You guys are brilliant! 

 

CANNED FOOD DRIVE ï Grayson, Taylor, Simar, Adam, Jack and Lee- Ann canvassed the neighborhood collecting 
donations. Then we challenged others to collect and create can food structures. Congratulations to the Property Team for 
designing the most creative structure, a rendition of City Hall.  Kudos to the Youth Team for collecting the most cans and to 
Extreme Jubilee for the best teamwork. Altogether we gathered over 300 non-perishable food items for our local food bank 
to support our community. 

 

SPARKLING EVENING EVENT ï many thanks to Grayson, Taylor, Lauren, Ryan, Alistair, Adam, Andrew, Nick and 
Jennifer for doing an exemplary job of hosting our guests. And thanks to Sandy for coordinating setting up such an 

awesome Ăstaff͍ space to play Wii  and have a break in between. 

 

MOVIE NIGHT-Simar and Adam hosted the movie night on October the 30th with Charlie Scott. They showed ñThe 

Wizard of Ozò and ñCharlie Brownò.   

 

HAUNTED HOUSE ï Colin, Simar, Adam, Jennifer, and Jack helped build a scary haunted house to freak out the 
neighbourhood.  There were approximately 40 trick or treaters that came through the haunted house.  We need to say thank 
you to those who donated candies and to Jim, Janis and Lee-Ann for all their help. 

 

STAY TUNED FOR THE 2010 JUBILEE MINI  OLYMPICS COMING IN FEBRUARY! 

Submitted by Simar Kokhar, Colin Munroe and Lee-Ann Ahlstrom 
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Over the past  several  years Jubilee has invest ed in it s 

Minist ry by em ploying capital to  cover a port ion of it s annu al  budg et .  

During this t ime  �± since 20 04 �± we have had in place a financial plan wi th a 

target  t o achieve a balanced budg et  in 20 09.  When we prepared our 

budg et  for  this year we believed that  we were almo st  there, with a short fall  

of $6,60 0. The proceeds fro m  �µA Sparkling Even ing �¶ wi ll significant ly 

enh ance our chan ces of achieving this target . These proceeds plus our 

regu lar  and special  seasonal  offering s du ring the ba lance of th e year  should 

pro vide us w ith a real  possibil it y of achieving our financial goals for 2009. 
 

�µA Sparkli ng Evening �¶ featu red:  wine tast ing ;  delecta ble desser ts;  song and dance; 

plent y of fun  and a whole lot  of g enerosity.  Nearly sixty  vo lunt eer s gave their t ime 

and ta lent s t o he lp or ganize and deli ver the event . Sponsor �V�¶ financial donat ions 

mo re than  offset  the costs  of th e evening . I nd iv idu al and Cor porate donor s 

pro vided a sta gge ring arr ay of auct ion items  that  t icke t  ho lders were able to  bid 

for -  and bid they did. The evening surpassed all exp ecta t ions and produ ced a 
total  of $31,6 18 in net  receipt s for  Jub ilee. 

 

Jubilee United is gratefu l to  all  who cont r ibut ed to  mak ing �µA Sparkli ng Evening �¶ a 
sing ular  success. 
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