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Notes from Norm

What | did this Summer

Thi s summer , I we nt to ca
lot of people wore shorts and sandals, there were crafts
and musid but it wasnét camp.
the 40" General Council of the United Church of Canadg
We elected a new Moderator; we considered 137 differg

proposals, made decisions and set the path forward for [th

United Church of Canada for the next three years and
beyond. It was an astounding experience.

Allow me to share some memories of that experience.
We ate 14,000 cookies.

That was not a typb 14,000 cookies (probably more)

were consumed by the 600 people attending this week
|l ong event. Thatdéds a | ot
and fishes would have been more impressive, but | hav
say that it was almost miraculous the way these cookieg
kept appearing, never run
A great number of church folk in the Kelowna area went
to great effort to be sure that our blood sugars never fai
and that our sweetness would never be in question.

As | flew into Kelowna (on a direct flight, much to the
chagrin of those who had two and three stopovers), | cg
barely wait to arrive at the University of British Columbiz
Kelowna campus. | had seen pictures of these beautifu
residences: set in groups of two or four single robms
each room with a balcony a view of the Okanagan Vallg
shared lounge and cooking area, washrooms shared
between two rooms and wonderful appointments. How
would | tear myself away from this tiny Valhalla to toil in
the mud of earthly deliberation?

[ neednot have worried.
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shared by at least 20. Oh, and there was a pop machine

on the second floor! | would also note the residence
$BBmed to W Pdrched atdh % mouRt@MiRexa§gdrate, but 1Y
did count 143 steps from foothill to my floor). Most

nights 1'¥8p8 witl® rhy' hdall ih hedoBekh wihidBw, &éepte N d
lfor the night that it rained and we had 3 residetiearing

*fte alarms (11:30 pm, 2 am, 4 am)

"R%d yet, I had the time of my life!

The theme of our gathering was taken from a passage in
Jeremiah where the prophet is invited by God to go down

to the Pottero6és House and r
goes. And so we wenteé we w
they beat the clay until it lost all memory of its former

shape (hmmmm é something th
a9fpectoo kf @lsl. oflf kinloav wheadl I
pftcthe hand too fir m, the cl ay

swere too thin, too thick, just right in one way, but not

mii glgt oiuh eamatdhead | c hwtmex tmad e
we learned. Like Jeremiah, we all found a message at the
@otterds House, although |
were as varied as the folks receiving them.

And we worshipped! Every m
wiéd sang going out of meetings, we sang coming in.

\,Those who had great voices,
Iso great voice, really sang

worship services were inviting, inclusive, inventive and
Ynspiring. We prayed together. We prayed for each other.
We prayed for our Church. We prayed for the world.
We would begin our worship with the words:

God is Good! All the time; All the time, God is Good!

And we began to experience those words as celebration,
and we also experienced those words as plea, as prayer, as

When | arrived, | discovered that we had more people tmﬁf{hntra, as music and as the very rhythm of our hearts and _

residences €& 120 more of
So the University kindly r@epened an older de
commissioned residence for the lucky 120. | was one O
the lucky 120. My residence was a shoe box, without

balcony, without view, without air conditionirigbut

Jomi t or i
Al

Wes. A nbAti later, fnSirhed & foyFI Rearth
shouting AGod is Good,
fGood!- In times of quiet pain or stress, | whisper to

myself the assurance AGod i
ti me, God is goodo
5

replete with metal cot, plastic mattress, and a washroon

You can always follow Rev. Seli on his Emerging Spirit Blog. His blogs
usually appear a couple of times a month and he muses on the future of the
United Church, organized religion or whatever happens to pop into his head.

www.emergingspirit.ca/blog/normseli

...continued on page 2
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¢ Normbébs Notes continued fr

| was personally stunned to find out how many people
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our Basis of Union and invited representatives of the First

read my blog é all sorts| Reepleptessop-l e t hat | had never
came up to me and said thli nlgsadneé&ae tiHdatdsi fgryeau havdn
put a face to the name ¢é|jyedrny,e ywowrmibdtg! foi n Woiwte di

who knew? | really had no idea that anyone was read
it.

| was patrticularly impressed with the Covenant that we
repeated every day. Each day as we gather to work, \
would Covenant with each other to take the time to list
for God; that we would not debate, but simply share ot
thoughts; that we would not speak a second time until
everyone at our tables of eight had spoken once (you
imagine the effort that required from me). Do you kno
what? It worked. We discussed, discerned and

ngvay down on the bottom of the page!!)

| was also astounded to discover the great number of
partnerships that the United Church of Canada has entered
veinto around the world. Churches and aid programmes in
erSouth America, Asia, Africa and North America. We

ir offer financial aid, staffing, physical and spiritual support

to people and organizations all over the world. But they
camar e partnerships, so we don
wcommunity; we dondt ipwet our
share with others, even as we invite others to share with us

considered 137 proposals, and several of the votes dig and in that mutuality everyone benefits. We all learn and

not go the way that | vo
supporting them, because | know that my voice was

heard and | know that | was part of the decision even i
wasnodét the decision that
think that most of the other 378 Commissioners felt thg
same way.

When we finally came to a statement about the conflic
between Israel and Palestine, | was thrilled that within
minutes both sides were declaring a significant, if part
victory. That was miraculous!

| also learned some things. One of the proposals brod
forth to the General Council was that the Basis of Unid
(our founding document from 1925) should bepzned
so that representatives of the First Peoples can sign it
Well , first I didnét wun
thought that First Nations was correct. But, | discover
that the Innui and the Metis are not Nations and so no
included in the term First Nations. Aha! | was against
the proposal as | have a fundamental problem with re
writing history. The Basis of Union was signed by the
founding Churches: Methodist, Presbyterian and
Congregational. When the Evangelical Union
Brotherhood joined the United Church in 1968, they
wer enot invited to sign,
there. So, it made no sense to me to have the First
Peoples sign a document from 1928ven as we
embrace and respect the contribution that their
Spirituality has played in forming the Spirit of the Unitg
Church of Canada. But then I discovered that there |
a great many leaders and church members from the H
Peoples in the formation of the United Church of Cana
in 1925, but our culture was such that Indians were nd
invited to sign nor was their presence honoured. But
they were there é they W

wise elders to a new church and so we made historya Canad a

little more accurate by recommending the opening up

vere

twel & Ibudr dw.havilet @0 rnotoudl er
and prove to the world what

fpartnerships donét promote

pamwtorud rds hiapgse dna dien snyisreé fr.es

example of sharing the Kingdom of God. Every now and

then, just when | get frustrated that the United Church of

t Canada has missed an opportunity to show off and spread

3 he word, it helps to be re

aLchurch, following the example of Jesus Christ, committed
to not only spreading but

glI‘,[hat is rarely a fAshowyo

n On the last day of hard work, in the penultimate service
before the service to install the new Moderator, we were
invited to tell our church story in six words. You may

d recalkthata guple;ofyearsiagoy | asked folksdrem p e o p

bgJubilee to describe their faith in six words. Well we were

t being asked to describe the United Church of Canada in

the same way.

Here are some of the responses:
Open Housé Needs Repaiir Help Wanted
Not The Church You Think We Are
We Work Together, God Is Present
b SeskeliTeld PappleBpld Buildings|Seld, |
Old White Guys The New Minority
Carefully We Step Over The Edge
United Churchi Way More Than Potluck
Coming Together Embracing Loveé Unfinished Still
God Loves You Act Like It

D

]

I
e X

t hey

d

irst

1dd think that each of those six word stories reflects a church

t of which I am proud to be a part. In those words, | hear
challenge, excitement, mission, change and love. This
e guBmMep Wfell in foye ggpip with de Uniteg W‘B@h O_fw er e
and | hope that in t
ofto help you to do the same.

Norm
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The Jubilee Order of Good Cheer

Presents
FIVE CONCERT PROGRAMS
in celebrati'nniverdaryJubil eeds 10

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 21, 2009 7:30 pm
ATEN HANDS AND A GRAND PI ANOO
Five young scholarship winners (agesi 115) will perform great music from the piano repertoire.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2009 7:30 pm
AJUBI LEE MUSI C FESTI VALO
More than sixty performers will be taking part in this celebration of instrumental and vocalinausic
evening of variety with soloists, choirs, and musicians all from Jubilee United Church.

TUESDAY, JAN. 26, 2010 7:30 pm
ATHE RED PEPPERS DI XI ELAND BAND
This band has been wowing jazz fans since 2001 with swinging Dixieland music, and they have b%n the
featured performers at many of the leading jazz festivals in Canada.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2010 7:30 pm
ATHE QUEENSMEN MALE CHORUSO
This group of twentfive male choristers has traveled widely and has earned an international repu@tion.
A perfect way to spend a cold winter evening.

TUESDAY, MAY 11, 2010i 7:30 pm
AONE HUNDRED CHORI STERSO
Once again, the Toronto Choristers will be performing on this final program of thenbdversary
concert series, and as always, this will be a most enjoyable and rewarding evening.

by b b b b b b b e i v v v v v v v e b e

by La be e

A reception and free refreshments follow each program.

by L L fe fw b e v e v v v

Admission at the dodr Adults $10 & Youth $5. ASeries Ticketan also be purchased. These cost
$40 for all five programs and are offered as both a convenience and a saving for our concert goel.
These are available from the church office or following Sunday morning services.

Ed Rutherford, Program convener, J.O.G.Cg
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WHY JOIN THE SENIOR CHOIR THIS YEAR ?

1. The Jubilee Festival Concert, November 13 (featuring medley's from
"Oklahoma!" and "The Sound of Music")

2. Carols by Candlelight, December 20

3. Mozart Concert, March 28, featuring the Coronanor*
Mass and Ave verum corpus M\ (% )>

( 3 -\

We rehearse Thursday evenings from 7:30 to 9:30 an \\//‘/\’\
welcome new members.

For more information, telephone Music Director Arthun\l N
Wenk, 416621-1234.
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MENOGS BREAKFAST JuBLEE UNITED CHURCH DARES You

The first dat e
Saturday morning breakfast is
October 3%'in the auditorium
Our guest speaker will be Don
Parker, City Councillor for
Ward 26. He will be discussing the mayoralty race
and city hall issues.

I f you are not already
remind you, contact Bob Nicholls at 42852642.

To all members of Jubilee!

The Fellowship Committee writes | _
nRnGetting to Know Y
Jubilation on a regular basis. We { :
are looking for more writers/ SUMUNL O 10830 25 @7:30210
interviewers. This involves a -
telephone or faceo-face interview with a family/ TE%’?PW‘?IN‘ W&“E %S%Nws'.“.
individual and a writeup to print in our newsletter. FIND OUT IF T REALLY 1§ T0 BE Kinc
If you are interested in helping out by writing one of
these pieces for us, please let us know by contactii3 o
Andrea Mozas at 41683-8575 or
andreamozas@gmail.com.

Thanksgiving is
N approaching, and the
We would love to have more members writing mor: Outreach committee

of the articles so that we share the experience of would like to remind
getting to know each other! Thank you. everyone of the need
for contributions to our
USHERS NEEDED! special fund which

We are in need of h_elp in ushering. gggztsehsa;réc’)r;?é t(())ther
Itis not an onerous job but does programs to support the hungry and homeless.
require some commitment. We will have envelopes in the seats for
You will be asked to serve one or Thanksgiving.

two Sundays during two months a
year. You will not be required to

count money.

For further information call Bob Nicholls at 416
4452642.
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& LFEEVENTS
Qf Anniversary: John & Marg Reynolds celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary, Sept 17, 2009.

& Baptism: Jackson Gray Middlehurst, son of Mark & Amanda Middlehurst, September 13, 20(@

Jubilee has traditionally been generous at this
time, and once again, we thank you in
advance for your donations.

808 5 R

% Congratulation
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