
   9 out of 10 Dentists recommend… 

 23 out of 100 Canadians do not believe in  God… 

 120 in a 100 zone… 
 

Everyone wants to talk about numbers. 
 

Deficit Budgets – it‘s all about numbers 

Church Growth – it‘s all about numbers. 

The Amalgamation the created Jubilee – do the 

numbers show success or warn of failure? 
 

And well meaning people, myself included, often 

do our level best to share with others the numbers 

that best make our case. It‘s natural.  Most of the 

time it‘s not the numbers that show us success, it‘s 

a feeling that we get; it‘s casual observations that 

we make - and then we find the numbers to justify 

our feelings. 

Let me share some numbers with you.  As I do, 

don‘t let them decide for you the success of or 

NOTES FROM NORM - 

Pondering the Numbers 

Walking thoughts . . .   from Lee-Ann 
Went for a walk on the labyrinth to 

clear my head . . .  although didn‘t 

start off that way.  As I entered I did 

my usual bend down and touch the 

stones, a way to ground myself, give 

thanks for the sacred space and ap-

proach God.  It wasn‘t far into my 

walk when those random thoughts 

started flying into my head . . . the 

bills I need to pay today, the calls I 

have to return, the preparation left to 

do for the youth camping trip . . . my 

back hurts . . .  will I have time to eat 

before my meeting??? 
 

And then I gently confronted the bar-

rage of demands . . . it‘s not time for 

that right now, it‘s time to empty 

those thoughts, to clear a space in my 

mind for quiet and peace.  So I began 

to imagine what that space would look 

like if I could design it for myself, a 

sandy beach, a sunny day, a blue green 

ocean with foamy white rolling 

waves . . .  no . . .  waves too loud, 

would rather lapping sounds like lake 

water against the majestic escarpment 

or the side of a canoe . . .  add the 

sound of the water dripping off the 

oars as it glides through the inky black 

water at dusk.  Peaceful . . .  quiet . . .  

home.          I smile 
 

Grace came flooding into that space I 

created and there was nothing else to 

do but feel the joy that accompanies 

the memory of a precious thing.  As I 

stood in the center of the labyrinth I 

gave thanks again, for the time, for 

the sun, for the sacred space.  On the 

way out of the labyrinth I thought 

about what I needed to do but now the 

priorities surfaced more clearly.  The 

little things eventually get tended to       

 .. .  it‘s the bigger things that I 

needed to remember . . .  and so I did. 
 

May your summer be filled with 

peaceful walking, space for dreaming 

and time to remember what is impor-

tant in your life. 
 

Consider joining us on the outdoor 

labyrinth for a celebration of Summer 

Solstice on Sunday, June 22.  We‘ll 

make a joyful noise, give thanks for 

all that summer brings and feast on 

fresh watermelon. 

health of Jubilee United Church, but let them 

remind you of the feelings that you have had in the 
in the past year as you have been involved with Jubilee.                                                                                                                               

 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  (all services) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, as I read these numbers it‘s very clear that 

since 2002 a lot more people are coming to 

Jubilee.  Now these increases looked great when 

comparing 2007 to 2002.  But to be fair, these 

numbers also indicate only slightly more than a 

2% improvement from 2006 to 2007.    So what‘s 

happening, have we stalled?  And what about 

finances, shouldn‘t we have a balanced budget by 

now? 

 Year Attendance % Increase 

since 2002 

2002 7700   

2003 7400 -3.9% 

2004 8000  3.9% 

2005 9200 19.5 

2006 9800 27.3 

2007 10000 29.9 

SUMMER 2008 

JUBILATION 

… continued on page 6 



JUBILEE WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS AT PENTECOST! 

JUBILATION 

tivities of their grand-

children, Jubilee's concert 

& lecture series and enter-

taining friends in 

their loving home. They 

will celebrate 59 years of 

marriage in September 

2008! John is a retired 

electrician and a 67-year 

member of the Interna-

tional Brotherhood of Elec-

trical Workers. He is a 

member of Jubilee's Men's 

Breakfast Club. From 

1942 to 1945 he proudly 

served with the Canadian 

Forces in WWII fighting 

in Italy, Sicily and 

Holland and notably was 

involved in the battles at 

Casino and Ortona. He 

has chronicled his war 

experiences in an un-

published book written 

expressly for his 

grandson. Margaret is a 

member of Pilot Interna-

John & Margaret 

Reynolds are well known 

to many of you from their 

48 years as very active 

members of Victoria 

Village UC. Their joint 

interests include the ac-

tional, a worldwide vol-

unteers' network of over 

25,000 people who seek 

to make their communi-

ties a better place to live. 

She is a member of the 

'Young at Heart' Card 

Group & Jubilee's UCW. 

John and Margaret joined 

Jubilee because they feel 

a strong personal  

connection with Rev. 

Norm due to his warm 

and engaging ways. 

Mary Anna Higgins 

Mary Anna first came to 

Jubilee when Norm asked 

her to play piano at our 

Summer services a couple 

of years ago. She enjoys 

Norm‘s sermons and Bible 

study on Tuesday morn-

ings. She feels we are 

fortunate to have such a 

good staff, each of them 

gifted in a unique way and 

feels she is blessed to be 

part of Jubilee. 
 

Mary Anna has played 

piano and pipe organ and 

taught strings and piano to 

young people in the 

school system, as well as 

conducting choirs. She is 

a patron of all kinds of 

music, preferably live 

performances. 
 

She has always been 

interested in politics. Her 

father was a United Church 

minister during the ―Dirty 

30s‖ in Saskatchewan 

where he lived his passion 

for ―Justice for All‖. He 

represented his 

constituents in northern 

Saskatchewan, first as a 

member of parliament in 

Ottawa and later in 

Saskatchewan as part of 

the CCF provincial 

government. Saskatchewan 

was the first province to 

provide Medicare to its 

residents. 
 

Mary Anna has two 

daughters. Kelly has 

recently completed her 

teacher training at OISE 

and is looking forward 

to getting a full time job.  
 

Maureen  lives in 

Brampton with husband 

Kevin and 19 month old 

daughter, Jaydn  who 

continues to bring them 

much joy (& surprises!)  
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Guelph where she completed 

a Diploma in Horticulture. In 

her graduating class she 

earned the Award of 

Excellence (given to just 1 

student in the graduating 

class!). Retired, Marilyn 

practices Therapeutic Touch 

and Reiki (pronounced ray-

key). Reiki is an energy 

modality allowing the body 

to heal itself. 

Her Therapeutic Touch 

and Reiki are well known to 

members of the labyrinth 

group. Marilyn is married to 

Murray a former 

transportation manager 

turned desktop publisher. 

Murray produces things like 

newsletters and flyers from 

the comfort of his own 

computer. He loves golf 

and along with Marilyn 

they walk 2 miles a day.  

What Marilyn loves most 

about Jubilee are Norm 

and Lee-Ann and 

our reflective church 

services. 

Marilyn Symes 
Marilyn is a former 

member of Parkwoods 

U.C., self described as 

'on the fringe of 

Jubilee for the past 4 

years'. In her former 

life she was an 

accountant for 25 

years then worked at 

Weall and Cullen 

where she furthered 

her love of gardening. 

This interest led  

Marilyn to the U of 
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have taken place: Team 

Leaders Lois Westwood, 

Cathy & Bill Smyth, and 

Vera Hohs are ‗retiring‘, 

and we thank them for all 

their devotion and hard 

work.  
 

We welcome Eileen 

Barclay, Jeanne and Bill 

Watson and Des and 

Joan McCalmont as new 

team leaders.  
 

As new team members, 

we welcome Mary Anna 

Higgins, Judith Waugh, 

Muriel Gilmour, Anne-

Mari Remmel and Mel 

Williamson. We are also 

very grateful to all the 

members who have 

agreed to another term. 

---THANK YOU! 
 

Coffee Teams serve for 

one month twice a year. 

There are approximately 

10 members on each 

team, allowing for 

flexibility with at least 

six members required 

each Sunday.  

 

The Team Leader takes 

COFFEE TEAM NEWS 

The Congregation has 

been well served by the 

Coffee Teams this past 

year. Many members 

have participated for 6 or 

7 years and we thank 

them. Always a 

commitment that has 

been well met and 

provides a wonderful 

service to the 

congregation. The 

cheerful smiles and 

greetings are welcoming 

to regular, new members 

and visitors. 

Recently some changes 

responsibility for 

scheduling and direction 

of the team each week. 
 

Being on a Coffee Team 

is a great way to serve 

and also get to know the 

congregation. 

It is fun and rewarding! 

If at any time you would 

like to assist in this way, 

please call: 

Bettyann Ward at  

416-444-5824. 

...More  

New Members ! 

Yvonne Kerr 

Yvonne Kerr has 

lived in Don 

Mills since 1954. 

Her three 

children, Susan, 

Peter and Louise 

all attended local 

schools. Yvonne 

taught English 

Language and 

Literature at 

Ryerson 

University. As a 

graduate of 

Victoria University 

Toronto,  Yvonne 

feels at home in 

Jubilee United 

church. 

Baptisms  

April 27, 2008 

Lauren Carol Good  

Ryan Gordon Ronald Good 

Sympathy 

Joyce Jarvis -  Mar. 26  

Derek Conquer -  Apr. 8  

Irene Thompson -  Apr. 9 

Mike Kelly—Apr. 12 

Syd Hale -  Apr. 27  

Frances McDowell -  May 2  

Weddings 

May 10, 2008 

Thomas Zuber and 

Claire Paterson  

JOIN  US  AT   

BROADLANDS PARK  

ON JULY 1st ! 

On Tuesday July 1st, Jubilee 

will be represented at 

Broadlands’s Annual Community 

Celebrations.  Come and say hi !  (there 

may be a freezie or two handed out as 

well !) 

 

Celebrations 
 

Rai Remmel 
60 years young ! 

Lee-Ann Ahlstrom 
Masters Degree in  

Religious Education 

Elizabeth Cuthbertson 

Masters Degree in  

Theological Studies 

Henry Poutiainen 

Accepted as a  

candidate for Ministry 

Do you know what the Jubilee 

Pastoral Care team does? We 

endeavor to stay in touch with our 

members who are housebound, 

hospitalized, grieving or simply 

vulnerable to falling through the 

cracks.  We have connectors who 

check up on folks and share 

information with our Ministerial 

Staff and volunteers.   We keep an 

active Prayer List and pray for the 

congregation; we send cards to those 

who need to know that they are 

cared for and not forgotten; we send 

flowers to remember special events 

and we do our best to care for all the 

members of the Jubilee Community.  

We organize an afternoon 

Communion Service in the Spring 

and in the Fall to bring folks 

together to worship.  We meet once 

a month to share information and 

figure out how to best respond to the 

needs of our community. 

So please let Pastoral Care know 

who‘s sick or in the hospital, who‘s 

struggling or just needs a little 

attention. You can get word to us 

through our Ministers, the Church 

Office or our current members:  

Larry Beech, Ruth Boyd, Julie 

Brethour, Harvey Bride, Marilyn 

Conquer, Doris Hearst, Mary Ann 

Hicks, Marion Hunter, Joan 

Kennedy,  Robbie King and Jean 

Phalp 

But, please don‘t forget that all of us 

at Jubilee are part of a wider 

Pastoral Care Team and reaching 

out to others in love and concern is a 

ministry that we all share. 

If you are interested in joining us, 

speak with Robbie King or Rev. 

Seli. 

PASTORAL CARE TEAM 



GETTING 

TO 

KNOW 

YOU  ! 

The Membership Committee chose 

to highlight the Boyd family be-

cause Ruth and Robert have given 

generously of their time and talents 

toward the development of the 

Jubilee and Donminster United 

Churches for many years.   They 

serve as one of our model 

Christian families because they 

care deeply and serve the people in 

their family, church, community 

and the larger world.  Ruth's sup-

port to membership committee has 

been invaluable.  Since serving as 

chairman of that committee, she 

has continued to nurture and sup-

port the new leaders.  Ruth is a 

member of the Pastoral Care team 

and keeps in close contact with 

people who are on the Pastoral 

Care list.  Her counseling back-

ground is a valuable asset for this 

type of work.  She was a volunteer 

at Bayview Hospice for a number 

of years.   Ruth is the person who 

schedules the greeters for our 

church services.  
 

Ruth was born & raised in Ottawa.  

She graduated as a nurse from 

Royal Victoria Hospital in 

Montreal and in Nursing Science 

from Queen's University & worked 

in the Toronto Public Health 

Department until 1957. After Ruth 

and Robert were married in 1956, 

Ruth stayed home to raise their 

three children until the youngest, 

Douglas, turned 10.   Then she 

took refresher courses and worked 

in doctors' offices where she 

eventually became a qualified 

nurse practitioner.  Their children 

are Catherine, David and Douglas. 
 

Robert is Jubilee's treasurer and 

has been a choir member for a 

number of years.  He is the du-

plicate bridge instructor at Jubilee, 

organizes the marathon bridge 

group, and enjoys a host of other 

bridge activities.  Robert is the 

Kiwanis member who co-ordinates 

the intermediate piano competition 

for the Kiwanis Music Festival at 

Jubilee and two other churches. He 

is Chairman of the Presbytery 

Pastoral Oversight Committee, a 

group that visits Presbytery 

churches every three years to see 

how they are functioning. In the 

past he volunteered for the CNIB 

where he recorded technical books 

onto tape for the blind. 
 

Robert was born in Galt and raised 

in Smiths Falls.  He attended 

Queens University and graduated 

as the class gold medalist with an 

Honours Math and Physics degree.  

Somewhere along the way, he 

completed his grade 10 piano and 

theory examinations at the Royal 

Conservatory of Music.  
 

Robert worked for Crown Life 

Insurance from 1955 through 1982 

in the Data Processing Department 

and as well, he obtained an 

Associate Actuary Degree.  From 

1984 through 1996, he worked for 

a Software Development Firm in a 

Quality Assurance role. 
  

When Ruth and Robert were asked 

how they managed to continue to 

love one another and be happy in 

their marriage of 51 years, their 

response was spontaneous.  They 

face adversity as a team and this 

continues to strengthen their 

marriage bond.   They are devoted 

parents and grandparents.  Their 

first born, Catherine, graduated in 

computer science from the 

University of Waterloo and is 

married to David Tubb.  The 

Tubb's oldest daughter, Carolyn, 

graduated in math & science from 

Queen's University in 2007 and is 

currently enrolled in a 2-year course 

at the University of Western Ontario 

to qualify as a physiotherapist.  

Younger daughter, Jennifer, is a 

second year student at University of 

Toronto.  At present she is planning 

to graduate with psychology as her 

major subject. 
 

David completed high school and a 

program at Centennial College. At 

age 22 he was diagnosed with schizo-

phrenia.  He is on medication and 

lives downtown where he has super-

vised care. He looks forward to visits 

with the family.  Ruth and Robert re-

sponded to their family crisis by 

learning everything they could about 

schizophrenia and, for a number of 

years, were a North York counseling 

team for other people who were 

coping with schizophrenia within the 

family. 
 

Douglas graduated from University of 

Toronto and works for the Canadian 

National Railways.  He married Vera 

Leung and their son, Fred, is a pre-

cocious and confident 8 years old.  
 

Ruth and Robert are thoroughly 

enjoying their retirement years. Their 

main activities revolve around their 

family, church, bridge and music. 

Ruth enjoys carpet bowling. They 

frequently attend concerts, operas and 

the theatre and they schedule regular 

travel vacations. 
 

The Boyds have no intention of 

moving to a condominium because 

they enjoy the community. During the 

summer, they spend a great deal of 

time around their swimming pool and 

in their garden. Many wonderful 

family gatherings take place in their 

back yard.  The Boyds want to stay 

close to their church because they 

visualize Jubilee becoming a thriving 

learning and spiritual centre for the 

whole community.  

By Gail Dykstra 
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More Franchises than Tim Hortons? Vital 

Ministry in the Canadian Context is gathering 

―a great cloud of witnesses‖ to the new things 

God is doing in the United Church. The encoun-

ter with best practices, new models, and 

emerging forms of ministry is brought into 

critical dialogue with insightful commentators 

on Canadian society. 

 

We live in a time of profound, some say cosmic, 

change. Big issues face this generation: 

environmental collapse, global socio-political 

disintegration, endless war, and youth 

embracing a culture of death, consolidation of 

wealth and power in the hands of a few… 

 

Big issues face our church: 

We struggle to get out of our boxes and 

have a conversation with people today in an 

increasingly multicultural, postmodern, and 

urbanizing Canadian society. 

Many congregations strive to make effective 

use of diminishing resources with declining 

membership and increasingly burdensome 

building maintenance costs. 

Community ministries seek to respond to 

new and increasing needs as the gap between 

rich and poor grows. 

Presbyteries and Conferences work to 

respond to the reality of shifting populations 

and the need for a renewed vision of the United 

Church presence within their bounds. 

Our denomination struggles to repent of 

and grow forward from a history of racism and 

projects of assimilation with Aboriginal 

peoples. 

Church educational institutions are trying 

to find fresh ways to prepare leaders for the 

new world we are entering. 

In such chaotic times God speaks and acts: 

―Behold, I am doing a new thing.‖ In such a 

time God sends signs—shining stars that draw 

stargazers to unexpected mangers to bear wit-

ness to new incarnations of God’s love in the 

world. Many such bright lights shine across 

The United Church of Canada. Leaders, 

congregations, presbyteries, Conferences, 

educational institutions, and community 

ministries are discovering new ways to be 

faithful witnesses to God’s passionate love in a 

changing Canadian context. 

 

Jubilee applied and was chosen to be a lead 

congregation in the More Franchises than Tim 

Horton’s conference.  From June 19th to 22nd 

eight delegates will participate in numerous 

workshops and information sessions covering 

various themes including;  

Congregational Renewal, Development, and 

Leadership; Faith Formation; Theology; 

Congregational Structures; Worship and 

Music; Interfaith/Intercultural Ministry;  and 

Spirituality. 

 

Our team, facilitated by Lee-Ann Ahlstrom 

includes Rev. Norm Seli, Jason Amell, Ed 

Rutherford, Valerie Winters, Julie Ashdown, 

Des McCalmont and Joan McCalmont.   

We look forward to sharing the inspiration and 

insight that being part of this conference will 

bring.  Stay tuned for more from your More 

Franchises Team.  

 

To learn more about the conference, keynote 

speakers and workshop leaders see http://

www.united-church.ca/getinvolved/events/

morefranchises/about 

MORE FRANCHISES … 

Than Tim Horton’s ! 

EMERGING SPIRIT -  NORM’S  BLOG  
In case you are interested, Rev. Seli writes a weekly blog for the United Church of Canada‘s  

Emerging Spirit.  You can read his blog, and others, on the web site: 

www. emergingspirit.ca .   Go to Norm‘s blog directly at www.emergingspirit.ca/blog/normseli   
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The five programs presented 

during the 2007-2008 concert 

season raised a total of $3489 

towards the purchase of 

lighting and equipment for 

the Jubilee sanctuary. The 

proceeds from the five 

concerts planned for the 2008

-2009 season will also be 

used for this purpose, 

however it is hoped that much 

of the lighting will be 

installed by Christmas of this 

year. 
 

The programs planned for the 

coming season are outlined 

below. Again, as in the past, 

we have strived for a variety 

of interesting, challenging and 

sometimes unusual programs. 

Please make a note of these 

dates. We look forward to 

seeing you at some or all of 

these presentations. 

Admission remains at $10, 

and Season Tickets will go on 

sale in September for $40 for 

all five concert.  All concerts 

start at 7:30 p.m. 
 

The Jubilee Order of Good 

Cheer looks forward to seeing 

you next season !  
 

Hope all have a great summer. 
 

Ed Rutherford, Program 

Convenor, J.O.G.C. 

 

2008—2009 
 

Tues. Oct. 21, 2008 

―Otteto Posciutto‖  

Classical instrumental octet. 

Tues. Jan. 27, 2009 

―Music and Mystery‖ - ??? 

Wed. Feb. 25, 2009 

―Woburn Senior jazz Band‖ 

Youth, talent & great music. 

Fri. Mar. 20, 2009 

―The Ulster Accordion Band‖ 

Music & songs for St. Patrick. 

Tues. May 5, 2009 

―The Toronto Choristers‖ 

100 voices in concert ! 

If we were a business, a balanced budget would 

be a priority and so would steady and remarkable 

growth.  But we‘re not a business.  Businesses 

exist to create jobs and make profits, our goals are 

somewhat different.  We are here to experience 

the Presence of God, to live out God‘s love in our 

community, to share the message and power of 

Jesus Christ in the world and love one another.   

Success in these areas will be very hard to judge 

by looking at numbers. 
 

If we just go by the numbers, we risk missing out 

on some of the most incredible things about 

Jubilee.  Based on numbers, we were ready to put 

an end to Definitely Not Church.  It was February 

of 2007 that Drew Winters and I wondered if we 

should continue our monthly coffee-house 

musical service.  We were enjoying it, but the 

attendance was down to about 40 and the revenue 

was only significant because the programme was 

almost without cost.  In March, 75 people showed 

up and the enthusiasm was incredible.  The next 

month people from outside the community 

starting showing up; I was getting calls from 

other churches.  We were being mentioned in a 

variety of places from the United Church Head 

Offices to AA meetings.  This spring we hit a 

high of 135 in attendance; the revenue off-sets the 

costs of all other Contemporary Services and 

people are still talking about it.  The numbers 

were not a true indication of what was going on in 

Definitely Not Church. 
 

Ulterior Worship is another case in point.  

Attendance runs between a dozen and thirty 

people on a Monday night.  It does not turn a 

profit; it barely pays for itself.  But for the 20 or 

30 people who make up our ―regulars‖ it is a very 

important worship service.  The feeling in the 

sanctuary is not something that can be described 

by numbers; there are folks who come only to 

Ulterior Worship, it is their worshipping 

community.    The same things could be said for 

the Labyrinth Community and Something Like 

Church.  Numbers cannot convey the light of 

Christ that glows in these gatherings. 
 

But it‘s not just Worship.  What about the African 

Grannies or Fair Trade Growers who benefit from 

our attention; the people who are clothed and fed 

because we share food and clothing?  What about 

the learning and growth that goes on in Bible 

...Notes from Norm - continued from page 1 

...continued on page 8 
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FALL ‘08 / WINTER ’09  LECTURE SERIES 

The Lecture Committee is pleased 

to announce that both our Fall 

2008 and Spring 2009 lecture 

series are now in place. 
 

The fall 2008 lecture series is to 

be held Wednesdays between 

1:00pm and 2:30pm October 29 to 

November 26. Entitled ―History 

and the Arts‖ this series features 

many prominent speakers such as 

Stan Farrow, Bill Harman, Lorne 

Brown, Eric Sangwine and Ed & 

John Rutherford. This series 

covers many different topics with 

respect to the title including a 

history of the songs of Gilbert and 

Sullivan, Canadian history as seen 

through the eyes of early 

explorers, magic time featuring 

old tales and songs, books and 

curses, and the meaning of the 

opera. 
 

The spring 2009 lecture series is 

to be held on Wednesdays 

between 1:00pm and 2:30pm 

March 4 to April 8. Entitled ―A 

musician‘s view of the cultural 

matrix‖ this series features our 

very own Dr. Arthur Wenk. In this 

series he will lead us through 

ancient Greece, arts of the middle 

ages, Shakespeare, Da Vinci, Age 

of Enlightenment, Beethoven‘s 

Symphony featuring the age of 

revolution and understanding 

modernity in Einstein, Heisenberg, 

Picasso and Stravinsky. 
 

Please join us for these fantastic 

series. Please contact the office for 

more information. 
 

Jason C. Amell 

Chairman, Lecture Committee 

Your Membership Committee has 

been hard at work as always and I 

want to thank all committee 

members for their dedication and 

support. 
 

In April we delivered Spring Fling 

2008. Spring Fling is a community-

based event for children and families 

which featured video games, bingo, 

crafts and great food. The 

auditorium was dressed in streamers 

and helium-filled balloons which 

children took home. With 114 paid 

admissions, the event surpassed 

expectations, made a small surplus 

and attracted a number of people 

from the local community outside of 

Jubilee‘s membership. 
 

We, as a committee, are actively 

engaged in what we can do to 

develop the congregation into the 

most welcoming congregation that 

we can be. Welcoming can be as 

simple an act as helping someone 

locate their name badge or saying 

hello to someone that you don‘t 

recognize. You will see and hear 

more about this in future. 
 

We resurrected a program called 

barbeque, games for people of all 

ages, fun and fellowship.  We 

look forward to seeing the 

congregation out under sunny 

skies. Bring your lawn chair and 

sun screen! 
 

We continue the Membership 

tradition of sharing the story of 

people in the congregation. 

‗Getting to Know You‘ features 

existing members of the 

congregation and in this edition  

you will read about Ruth and 

Robert Boyd. ‘New Member 

Stories‘ enables new members to 

share a little of themselves. In 

May we welcomed Joanne Van 

Veen, Jim Beatty, Jennifer 

Ratcliff and Grayson Beatty, 

Catherine Sheils, Marilyn 

Symes, Mary Anna Higgins, 

Dianne Measures and Yvonne 

Kerr into the congregation. Some 

of their stories are included in this 

edition of Jubilation. 
 

We are always happy to hear from 

members of the congregation. 

You can email me at: 

william066@sympatico.ca .  

Have a safe and happy summer! 

 

Jeanne Elgie-Watson,  

Membership Committee Chair 

Ride To Church. We became 

aware that there are persons 

within the congregation who want 

to attend Church but need 

transportation. We organized a 

system to bring members and 

drivers together because, in 

bountiful Don Mills, it is 

unthinkable to me that someone 

who wants to come to church 

should not be able to do so. If you 

know of someone who needs a 

ride to church or would like to be 

an occasional driver please let 

Membership Committee know. 
 

In May we recognized the 

contributions of two members 

leaving our committee – Gail 

Dykstra, past Chair and Ann 

Murray. Gail moved to Montreal 

to be closer to family and Ann 

and her family will move to 

Colorado in July. We thank Gail 

and Ann for their energy and 

enthusiasm and offer our warmest 

wishes for the future. 
 

We are getting ready for our 

annual Church Picnic to be held 

Sunday June 15  following our 

morning service. We will have a 
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Year Avg Oct/Nov 

Attendance 

Baptisms Marriages Deaths New Mbrs Tfr Out 

2000 193 3 1 12 12 22 

2001 160 3 3 5 12 24 

2002 150 5 4 10 16 14 

2003 145 8 2 6 0 11 

2004 180 2 0 9 13 8 

2005 197 7 2 7 0 6 

2006 177 4 3 6 1 2 

2007 208 6 6 11 29 0 

Study, or the ―Living the Questions‖ Discussion 

Group, or the Afternoon Lecture Series?  How do 

we truly evaluate the social impact of Bridge 

Groups, Yoga and community events like the recent 

evening for the people of Myanmar? 
 

For me, a church is best evaluated by attention to the 

will of God;  the quality and variety of programmes 

offered, the help that is extended into the 

community, the experience of love that is mutual in 

the people and the welcome that a stranger receives.  

Numbers can‘t verify these things, only experience 

can.  So come out and see… When you come out, 

are you touched, do you feel a sense of God‘s 

purpose, do you feel hopeful? 
 

However, we do need to pay the bills. 
 

So, let‘s look at some other numbers.  These 

numbers are the ones that we report to the United 

Church of Canada.   (see chart below). 
 

Attendance at Sunday Services continues to grow.  

We had a drop from 2005 to 2006, but that was also 

the year that we began Ulterior Worship and other 

Worship Services that aren‘t included in the 

numbers. Most importantly, take a look at the last 

couple of years…  Transfers Out have dropped 

dramatically; New Members are on the rise.  This 

tells me that we have truly begun to be who we are:  

We are finding stability.  Studies indicate that 

people don‘t really support their churches in a 

significant way for 3 to 5 years after they start 

attending…. It takes time for people to appreciate 

the value of the church community and to re-assess 

their giving priorities.  If you consider Jubilee a new 

church (and it truly is) then most of us are just 

getting into the 3 to 5 year range.  I am quite sure 

that with stability we will find people increasing 

their financial support of Jubilee and that Deficit 

budgeting will be a thing of the past.  As people 

become part of the community of Jubilee, appreciate 

the impact that Jubilee has on the wider community 

and recognize the spiritual gift that Jubilee truly is, it 

will become a place for significant financial 

investment.  It is my experience that with stability 

and vision, people begin to make bequests, increase 

givings and find creative ways to keep the mission 

alive and vital. 
 

And yet, as confident as I am that Deficit Budgets 

will soon be behind us, I hope that they won‘t be too 

far away… For me, a Deficit Budget indicates a 

community that is willing to risk; people who are 

willing to reach beyond their ―comfort‖ level; a 

church that dares to be vital and live with faith.  I 

never want to lose that because I truly feel that at 

Jubilee. 
 

At the Toronto Conference Annual Meeting I ran 

into Rev. Dr. Peter Wyatt.  Peter just finished a 

lengthy term as Principal of Emmanuel College and 

is as passionate about the United Church of Canada 

as anyone that I have ever met.  He said to me, 

―Norm, I hear great things about what‘s going on at 

Jubilee!‖  I made some self-deprecating remark 

about how trustworthy gossip is…  and he said, ―No, 

really, I hear that it‘s great.  It‘s such a great 

building that you have..‖ 

I acknowledged, ―It is a great building, but Jubilee is 

so much more than just a great building‖ 

―I know,‖ he said, ―That‘s what I‘ve been 

hearing…‖ 
 

Numbers are important, but they don‘t carry the 

Spirit; they can‘t convey feeling; and they are no 

indication of what people are saying… 

The truth is, the numbers are pretty good… but the 

experience and promise of Jubilee is even better. 
 

Norm 

...Notes from Norm - continued from page 6 

Summer Offering 
While you are enjoying all 

the delights of the sum-

mer… don’t forget Jubilee! 

Your continued  financial 

support allows us to keep 

the doors open & the pro-

grams running for every-

one!  

From your faithful  

Finance  Team 
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Jubilee Artcraft Show 
Nov 7th & 8th 2008 
 

ARTISANS AND CRAFTERS 

WANTED FOR JURIED SHOW 

Call Elaine at 416-449-3980 or 

visit www.jubileeunited.ca  for  

application forms. 
 

JAM & JELLY JARS WANTED ! 

If you have any jam/jelly jars that you 

can donate to the UCW for the Art-

craft  – please bring them to the 

church, or call Cathy Smyth (416-385-

2642) if you need them picked up.  
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SUMMER OFFICE HOURS  
Tues-Wed-Thurs 9am – 4pm 

Starting June 30th through to August 

22nd 

 

    STAFF HOLIDAYS 
 

Norm - July 7-13                 

Lee-Ann -  July 14-23 

Anne-Mari - July 14–Aug.8th 

Wendy -  June 30-July 11 &  

     Aug. 11-22 

Art - June 29th, July 6th, Aug. 24th  

CREATIVE IDEAS CORNER 
 

Jubilee was designed for flexible 

and creative use.  We are all famil-

iar with events such as:  Order of 

Good Cheer events; special din-

ners; and Definitely Not Church.  
 

On Saturday, May 31st we added 

another twist.  Rai Remmel cele-

brated his 60th birthday with an 

open house ―Bash‖. Over 200 peo-

ple enjoyed the bar in the Garden 

Room, exceptional food in the 

Foyer, a coffee house set-up in the 

Sanctuary, a superb flautist and 

viola player, and a professional 

rock band.  As Chairman of the 

Estonian House, Rai could have 

used that excellent facility rather 

than renting Jubilee. But as Chair 

of the Jubilee Facilities Committee 

and as a former member of the 

Building Committee he wanted to 

support his church and to showcase 

Jubilee‘s facilities to his non-

Jubilee friends.  The outsiders were 

all very impressed by the wonder-

ful facilities that we are already 

starting to take for granted.  
 

Rai was very clear that he did not 

want any gifts, cards, or flowers, 

but he did encourage donations to 

his three, most important charities 

– Jubilee at the top of the list.  We 

are all delighted to have enjoyed a 

great party and to have raised 

about $1000, over and above the 

rental, for Jubilee in the process.  

Win-win! 
 

We encourage all members of the 

congregation to follow Rai‘s ex-

ample.  Keep Jubilee in mind as a 

site for events you may be plan-

ning and please consider Jubilee as 

one of your charities of choice per-

sonally or when others may wish 

to make a donation in your honour.   

 

Bill Watson 

On behalf of the  

Revenue Generation Committee 

Confirmation Class 
 

June 15th , 2008 is a special day. 

Not because it marks the end of a 

journey; not because it is a 

graduation, but because it is 

Confirmation Sunday. 
 

Sixteen months ago, Lee-Ann, 

about a dozen young people and I 

began to explore together.  We 

learned about the Bible, the 

theology of the Church, the 

history of the United Church of 

Canada; we shared our feelings 

and our experiences as we 

investigated Prayer and Spiritual 

Gifts, Social Justice and 

Community.   
 

Toward the end of our time 

together the participants came to 

an evening armed only with a 

few words written on paper.  

These words were a brief 

description of what they believed 

– what was important to them.  

Individuals were partnered and 

asked to produce a shared state-

ment of belief.  Then pairs were 

partnered with other pairs and yet 

another statement of belief was 

produced.  We continued this 

process until we had a shared 

statement of belief.  Not the same 

as the one that any individual 

arrived with, but one that we 

could all claim ownership.  In 

this we learned the history of the 

Christian Faith, sharing, com-

promising and learning from 

each other.  It is this Statement of 

Faith or Creed that the Confir-

mation brought to the 

congregation of Jubilee United 

Church on June 15th and 

shared…  The congregations 

acceptance of this Creed, even as 

we shared our own United 

Church Creed marked the begin-

ning of a journey together.  So, 

not a graduation, not an ending, 

but a beginning. 
 

We are very excited to continue 

our journey with the newly 

confirmed. 

CONFIRMED on SUNDAY JUNE 15th, 2008 

Taylor Beattie 

Ryan Good 

Christopher Kayahara 

David Lewis 

Kristen Lewis 

James Sharp 

Nick Taylor 

Michelle Thompson 

http://www.jubileeunited.ca


GOD WAITS 

 

The morning sun silently peaks up in the eastern sky 

God is sending light to the world to begin a new day. 

The alarm clock buzzes and startles me from my sleep. 

I hit the snooze button asking nine more minutes please. 
 

And God Waits 
 

The sun makes the wheat to grow and the trees to bear fruit, 

And God provides food and nourishment for God‘s people. 

A glass of juice and a piece of toast and I am on my way. 

Never asking where did my daily bread come from for today. 
 

And God Waits 
 

The wind comes whistling through the trees. 

God puts a song in the voice of the birds that I see. 

My God is calling to me. I can not hear. 

I have a cell phone in my ear. 
 

And God Waits 
 

A stranger holds the door for me as I balance coffee in one hand briefcase in the other. 

I don‘t recognize the hand of God when it is offered to me by a brother. 
 

And God Waits 
 

There is joy and laughter as children gather in the playground. 

I hardly even notice the blessings that are all around. 
 

And God Waits 
 

There is compassion in the doctor‘s voice. Test results that he shares. 

I feel the pain of loneliness, thinking no one really cares. 
 

And God Waits 
 

At the end of the day God paints the sky with colors in the west. 

I head home at the end of another busy day. All I want is a little rest. 
 

And God Waits 
 

In the middle of the night I wake from a restless sleep. 

I cry out to my God. Where Are You? And I begin to weep. 
 

God hears my cry and answers… 

From morning light to setting sun I‘ve been with you all day through. 

I have waited to be invited to share your day with you. 

 

My child I have watched and waited tirelessly for you to reach out to me. 

That you are never alone in my world I hope that now you see. 

 

Barbara Measures 

2008 
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