
 

And so we know from reading Genesis * that God created the 

world in six days and then on the seventh day, God rested.  Thatôs 

why we have a Sabbath on the seventh dayé so that we can rest, 

like God rested.  Sabbath is a day or a time for us to sit back and 

rest, put up our feet and let our minds be numb; a day to sleep and 

do nothing.  Zip.  Nadda.  Bupkis 

As we approach this summer, I wish for each and every one of 

you a whole season of Sabbath.  Well, not the Blue Jays ï I really 

do want them to do something this year ï but for the rest of you, 

two months, eight weeksé more if youôre retired. 

However, before you plant yourself firmly in that hammock (if 

you can be planted firmly in a hammock); before you cancel 

everything and plan for four fortnights sleep ï let me inform you 

that we have been reading Genesis incorrectly for many years.  

(Wouldnôt you know it!)  Yes, God did create the world in six 

days, but on the Seventh Day, God did not rest ï God, ceased.   

* thatôs the first book in the Bible ** 

** thatôs the really big book that sits on the bookshelf beside the 

dictionary 

Notes from Norm 

Emerging thoughts . . .   from Lee-Ann 

Iôm really excited about the Fall!  I know, 

weôre just starting summer but Iôm 

already that far ahead.  I do that at this 

time of year . . . start thinking about what 

great things we can do in the future.  

There are some neat things coming up 

after summer that Iôd like to share. 

First of all Iôm really thrilled to be 

chairing one of the new committees/teams 

in the new Presbytery this Fall . . .  the 

Congregational Life and Youth Ministry 

Team.  Itôs going to be a wonderful 

opportunity to connect with other 

ministers and laity in the new Southeast 

Presbytery.  Iôm particularly looking 

forward to building connections and 

networks among churches.  It is my hope 

that we will open ourselves to discovering 

new and creative ways to work together 

and reach out to share the best of what 

Christian community can be in the world 

today. 

Iôm also keen about the energy and 

momentum weôve built in Discovery 

Zones.  Iôll be writing a whole yearôs 

program over the summer that will give our 

children some amazing opportunities here 

at Jubilee.  Iôm determined to offer a 

program that adults also want to be 

involved in so that the children feel part of 

the larger community and that adults can 

experience the delightful spirit that the 

children bring to us on the journey. 

I will also be drafting a 3 tiered Youth 

Leadership Development program.  It will 

be a Christian values based program that 

will engage teens in practical ways within 

the church and equip them with valuable 

tools and strategies that will easily transfer 

into all aspects of their lives.  The program 

will be tiered so that the young people can 

graduate from one level to the next.  After 

we develop a language for leadership they 

will practice self reflection and learn to 

identify their own learning goals and 

measures for success.  Eventually they will 

progress toward a grand mission project 

which could involve expanding our 

Vacation Bible School or traveling 

abroad to build schools in Africa.  The 

mission project will be largely driven 

by the youth and their mentors.  This 

program will invite support from our 

congregation on many levels and I hope 

that once I get the chance to share more 

details with you, youôll be eager to get 

involved. 

So you can see that my headôs already 

swimming and the pools arenôt even 

open yet.  But itôs all good and Iôll be 

sure to take some time over the summer 

to catch some rays and put my feet up.  

Come September weôll be hittinô the 

ground running . . . God willing:) 

On that note, I better get back to more 

VBS prep . . .  yeeee hawww, weôre off 

to Cactus Canyon to spread the Good 

News!  Drop by and visit us camp 

week, weôd love to see you. 

Love and blessings, 

Lee-Ann a.k.a. Lilõ Red 

Thatôs what the text says in the second chapter of Genesis:  Thus 

the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 
2 And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had 

done, and God CEASED on the seventh dayé.. 

Now, your translation may say rested, but in the Hebrew the 

word is actually ñceasedò.  The word Sabbath means, ñto 

ceaseò.  And ceasing is different than resting.  I mean, really, 

why would God need to rest?  Are Godôs muscles sore?  Does 

God have a finite amount of energy to expend on a project?  

God does not rest (neither does God slumber according to Psalm 

121), so instead God ceased creating the world and took some 

time to view what had been created and to delight in it. 

With that in mind, I invite you to a time of Summer Sabbath ï a 

time to look around at creation; to be amazed and to delight in it 

all.  The sunshine, the garden, the sound of birds; People 

changing colours in the sun, mixing colours in parades and 

parties; kids playing in the parks, swimming in pools.  Take 

some time and marvel at how long the days seem as the sun 

stays out past 9pm.  Rejoice in the people that you trust and 

those who trust in you.  Donôt spend your days thinking about 
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the things that you might have done or the things that you didnôt 

do well (we can do that anytime ï some of us, all the time)- but 

rather, spend some time enjoying who you are and the world of 

which you are part. 

I could take pages to list all of things that I didnôt do as well as I 

hoped this year, lots of ideas and programmes that I tried and 

they just didnôt pan out.  Instead, Iôm going to sit back and think 

about the Celtic Service that we had in May, with great music 

and a very Holy Spirit; Iôll think about Ulterior Worship and the 

love that is so evident on those Monday Nights, the real sharing 

that goes on as we worship together and the peace that we 

always seem to share as we leave; I will marvel at how the 

Jubilants have grown as musicians and leaders in Something 

Like Church; I will delight in the light that Lee-Ann brings to 

Jubileeôs ministry, caring and challenging not only children and 

youth but actually touching the whole community, bringing 

insight, caring and love to so many.   I will smile when I think 

about our Church Staff as they run around trying to make 

everything happen at once (and succeeding!); at the people who 

just volunteer to create barbecues, teach children, greet and 

usher, sing in the choir, share their insight and wisdom, run 

movies on Saturday night for the community, help out at the 

FoodBank, raise money to help Jubilee reach even further, dare 

to dream of what we might do next.  I will take some time this 

summer to cease and marvel at all that we have created together 

at Jubilee.  I hope that you will too. 

On a more personal note, I will also take some time this summer 

to cease, to stop what Iôm running around doing, and delight in 

the friends that I have made, in the relationships that I have 

nurtured and the gifts that come my way by grace.  I wonôt just 

cut my grass this summer, I intend to stop and sit on it, smell it 

ï enjoy it. I donôt want to just eat this summer, I want to savour 

and taste; smile as I chew (bad manners, I know).  I wonôt just 

visit my friends this summer, I intend to delight in themé Iôm 

not going to simply ñmake the roundsò ï I intend to dance and 

laugh and spend time with those people who give me life and 

joy.  That, to me, is a Sabbath Summeré.  And if in really 

stopping to pay attention and rejoicing in my life, I am inspired 

to help others rejoice ï inviting friends to slow down and laugh, 

engaging with people unafraid of their joy or pain, helping to 

feed the hungry or befriend the lonely so that they can know 

some of the joy that I have often taken for grantedé then 

Sabbath is not only a time that benefits me, but also a time that 

makes the world a little bit better. 

And it all starts by stopping. 

I wish you a Sabbath Summer and I rejoice in your company. 

God Bless 

Norm 
p.s. This will be first Notes from Norm without any Latin 

references.  I hope that I wonôt lose your respect as an erudite 

scholar, but I was concerned that if I didnôt stop the Latin 

phrases soon, it could go on ad infinitum, or even ad absurdum. 

é Normôs Notes continued from pg 1 

Do You Twitter? 

Jubilee Doesé Follow us on Twitter 

and keep up on things going on at 

Jubilee as well as the occasional 

musing or observation.  Just search 

for JubileeUnited or Jubilee Unitedé 

or even easier, go to www.twitter.com/JubileeUnited 

This will get you to our twitter page....from there you can join 

Twitter if you want and then choose to follow our thread... 

Or you can simply look at the page and see what we've been 

saying 

You can always follow 

Rev. Seli on his 

Emerging Spirit Blog.  

His blogs usually 

appear a couple of 

times a month and he 

muses on the future of 

the United Church, organized religion or whatever 

happens to pop into his head. 

www.emergingspirit.ca/blog/normseli 

SPRING STEWARDSHIP  CAMPAIGN  

The results of the Jubilee Spring  Stewardship 

Campaign have been positive in a challenging 

economy. 

Of the 240 Intention Cards mailed in the 

month of April, 111 were returned by the 

middle of May.  The total number of Intention 

Cards returned exceeds the 2008 Stewardship 

total  by approximately 10%.   

The 111 Intention Cards returned showed an 

overall increase in pledged givings of 15.1%. 

Suffice it to say we need enhanced support this 

year from all Members in order to achieve our 

goal of a balanced budget in Fiscal Year 2009. 

We thank those who responded to the 

Stewardship Campaign for their prompt and 

thoughtful response and we remind those who 

still wish to respond that it is not too late to 

make your pledge and return your Intention 

Card to the Church Office. 

Robert Boyd 
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10TH ANNIVERSARY 

COOKBOOK  

Itôs time for our first Jubilee 

Cookbook !  You may have done 

this before, so you know how this 

works.  Please pull out those recipes that your 

friends and family are always asking for é 

é the tried and true / your own improved recipes / 

ones you make every week / ones you make for 

special ! 

Weôll categorize them all, present them with flair, 

and have them ready in book form for sale in time 

for Christmas shopping!  If you have a one 

sentence comment you would like included with 

your recipe, please send that along too  ï whose 

favourite it is / who gave it to you / something 

funny that happened when you were making ité 

anything you think would make for fun reading! 

You can email your recipes to 

wendy.miller@rogers.com or write them out and 

hand them in to the office / or / put them in the 

ñCò (for Cookbook) slot across from the 

handicapped washroom. 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS is September 

15th, 2009. 

Thank you, from your Cookbook Team of  

Wendy Miller, Barbara Rutherford. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FAREWELL and 

WELCOME!  

As many of you know, your 

front-line office staff has 

changed faces!  Wendy 

finished in the office at the 

end of May to take on the job 

of Southeast Presbytery 

secretary for Toronto 

Conference, to start June 15th.  We will still see her 

around in her capacity as Council Secretary, 10th 

Anniversary Team leader, and part of the Sparkling 

Evening coordinating team (as well as Sunday church 

and Tuesday bible study!). 

Our new office team member is Pat Lansche 

(pronounced lan-chee).  Pat is a member of our 

neighbouring congregation, Parkwoods, and is well-

steeped in United Church tradition!  Pat has a passion 

for gardens, and in the past two years, has completed 

two online courses through the University of Guelph, in 

Horticulture, and Sustainable Landscape.  This will be a 

third career for our well-rounded secretary ï as she has 

also been a Montessori teacher!  She is married to 

Martin and they have two children, Derek 17 and 

Joanna 15.  Martin is an Information Technology 

specialist for IBM, Derek will be studying Bio-

Informatics at the University of Waterloo in September 

and Joanna will be starting grade 10 in the Fall. 

So far the transition seems to be very smooth.  Pat and 

Wendy (who know each other from Parkwoods and also 

Wexford-Agincourt Baseball snack bar) will likely have 

a few useful conversations over the next few weeks as 

Pat settles in to Jubilee life! 

Thank you (from the outgoing secretary!) to everyone 

for the flowers, kind words and good wishes for my new 

job.  See you in church! 

Wendy 

TUESDAY 

MORNING 

INTERMEDIATE 

BRIDGE 

Under the auspices of the 

fellowship committee, 

instruction and playing sessions will 

recommence on October 13th at 9am in the 

auditorium. Advance registration with Lyle 

Miller (416-444-4607) will be appreciated. 

The Pastoral Care Committee had a successful 
event on May 13th for some of our church members 

who cannot get to church on a regular basis.  Norm 
led a meaningful Communion service, Leroy 

Fowler sang for us with Harvey Bride at the piano.  A 

representative from Community Care Access Centre spoke 
advising of all the help that is available in the community. She 

provided pamphlets with information for all to take home.  

Refreshments were served. 
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GGETTINGETTING  TOTO  KKNOWNOW  YYOUOU  

Katie Richardson 

Katie Richardson, one of Jubilee's 

newest members, just finished her 

Honours Bachelor of Fine Arts - 

Music at York University, and is 

going to the University of Toronto 

next year to get her Bachelor of 

Education in Music and English, with 

a hope eventually to get Theater as a third teachable 

subject.  Music has been a constant in her life since she 

was five, when she started taking singing and piano 

lessons.  She studied music privately, usually working 

from the syllabus of the Royal Conservatory of Music, 

and then spent her high school years as a member of the 

Wexford Collegiate Institute's Musical Theater 

department.  During her years at Wexford she took part 

in over fourteen of their productions. 

Katie is an alumni of Linda Beaupre's Bach Children's 

Chorus, and Youth Chorus, with the Willowdale United 

Choir and the All The King's Voices chorus with 

conductor David King.  Katie was a part of Willowdale 

United's choir for eight years, until David left the 

position of Musical Director.  She is now very pleased to 

have joined the Jubilee Choir with Dr.  Arthur Wenk.  

Katie is also a proud member of Joe Cascone's Civic 

Light Opera Company, having participated in five of the 

group's productions since 2004. 

At York University Katie studied voice with classical 

soprano Stephanie Bogle, and has taken part in the many 

classical ensembles lead by Dr.  Lisette Canton.  She will 

be singing at New York City's Carnegie Hall at the end 

of June in a mass choir, in which a selected group of 

York's past and present students will join.  She is very, 

very, very excited about this amazing opportunity! 

Katie first sang at Jubilee four years ago, when Reverend 

Seli's father, Bill Seli, brought her in during the summer 

months to sing Andrew Lloyd Webber's "Pie Jesu".  At 

the time, Katie was a member of Bill's youth group at St.  

John's United Church.  This past November, Katie and 

her mother, Dorothy, came to the Jubilee Artcraft sale, 

and remembered how much she enjoyed the church when 

she had come before.  They came to the service the next 

Sunday, and they have been coming ever since.  The 

Remembrance Day service, with the moving sermon and 

playing of the Last Post, made Katie and her mother 

know they had found where they wanted to worship.  

Katie joined the choir the next week.  Truth be told, the 

amazing coffee in the Garden Room didn't hurt their 

decision either! Katie is very pleased to now officially be 

a member of Jubilee's congregation, especially as a part 

of the choir made up of amazing soloists, and 

wonderfully kind people.  She wants to thank everyone 

for making her feel so welcome and cared for! 

William (Bill) and Gerda 

Parker 

Bill is originally from 

Edinburgh, Scotland and Gerda 

from Linz/Donau, Austria.  Bill 

is retired from the Toronto Star, 

and Gerda from the Bank of 

Nova Scotia.  Both were previously widowed, and 

found each other and got married in St. Markôs United 

Church in Whitby in 1995.  They moved from Whitby 

to Graydon Hall Drive in February 2004.  It took a 

while for them to find another suitable church and 

they are very happy to be new members of Jubilee 

United Church.  Weôre also happy that they found us 

and give them a huge welcome. 

Vern Maquire  

Vern is one of ten children born to Beatrice and Wilford 

Maquire and was raised in Algoma District.  Vern has 

long roots in the United Church of Canada acquired 

through his mother, an organist and choir director in 

their local United Church. Vern was educated at the 

Sault College of Applied Arts and later at Lake Superior 

State University (Mechanical Engineering) while 

employed by Algoma Steel.  After a devastating strike at 

Algoma put thousands, including Vern, out of work, he 

was fortunate to have the support of his professors at 

Lake Superior State U who arranged for his credits to be 

transferred to University of Toronto where he completed 

his degree.  In 1968, Vern became a member of the 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers. 

Vern is married to Sylvia and they live at 95 Lord 

Roberts Drive in Scarborough, 416-752-0936.  Vern can 

be reached by email at sylvern@sympatico.ca  

Vern has always been a supporter of the United Church 

of Canada and is grateful to have found a place here at 

Jubilee with its many and varied programs. 

Please take the opportunity to find out what you have in 

common with Vern! 

mailto:sylvern@sympatico.ca
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Harold 

(MacKenzie), Kathy 

and Jessica Coats  

(Einstein and 

Amber ï aka "The 

Cats") 

 

Harold and I both 

came from small 

towns in southern 

Ontario.  Harold from the Stony Creek area (although he 

moved often as a child) and I from Acton Ontario é and 

before you say it é yes, it is worth the drive.  After 

college and university our chosen careers brought us to 

Toronto, however it wasn't our careers that first brought 

us together, rather the one hobby that we have in 

common, football.  I was girl who loved to play football 

and Harold was a referee and the rest I guess you can say 

is history.  We settled in East York when we were 

married, which we both agree is just another small town 

in a big city and continued to enjoy the sports we love, 

hockey, football and baseball.  I finally gave up football 

in 2001 for another challenge é motherhood and Jessica 

Mackenzie Coats came into our lives in July of 2001.  

She was named after both her parents Jessica being a 

name we both loved, Mackenzie in honour of her father 

and Coats as a last name in honour of her mother.  

However if you ask Harold he will tell you he gave her 

his last name as a middle name so that when she gets 

married she will still have his name. 

 

Jessica has always followed in her parents love of sports.  

While Harold enjoyed playing hockey and football and I 

enjoy baseball and football, Jessica took us by surprise 

and loves dance and gymnastics.  Although the sports 

may be different the reason is the same é we like to be 

active.  We are a family that is on the go (constantly é a 

little too much if you ask some).  Jessica and I do have 

one thing in common though é we both love to sing as 

I'm sure you are all learning at Jubilee. 

 

When we first came to Jubilee we where "church 

shopping" é looking for a place to continue our spiritual 

growth as a family.  What we found in Jubilee was a 

warm, inviting place that just has a great spirit.  We were 

welcomed from the first day we came to Jubilee and 

continue to make new friends every week.  On top of 

that Jubilee has a great Sunday School for Jessica, a 

wonderful choir for Kathy and lots of little odd jobs to 

be done by Harold.  Oh é and a couple of pretty good 

ministers as well that continue to help and support us.  

We came because we were looking for a church é we 

stayed because we found a church and a whole lot more. 

GGETTINGETTING  TOTO  KKNOWNOW  YYOUOUññPPARTART  22  

THINKING  ABOUT  CONFIRMATION ? 

So are we. 
Contrary to popular belief, Confirmation is not a graduation from Church nor is it 
something that young people have to do.  

Confirmation is the adult completion of Baptism.  

Confirmation is a programme for youth, generally 12 -16 years of age (but not 
exclusively).  We are just now putting together a series of monthly gatherings 
from October 2009 ï April 2010 that will allow young people to explore their faith, 
the faith of the church and help them to decide if they want to complete their 
baptism as adult members of Jubilee United Church and/or the United Church of 
Canada. 

If youôve never been baptized, Confirmation is your chance to do that, too! 

In short, Confirmation is a Spirit Filled adventure in Faith, Spirituality and what it means to be human.   If 
you (or your child) might be interested, be sure to speak with the leaders, our ministers:  Lee -Ann and 
Norm. 
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Arts & Craft 
Show - Nov. 6 

& 7  

To all church members.  If you are 
making jams, jellies & pickles 
during the summer could you 
please make some for the table at 
the Arts and Craft Show.  We 
appreciate your work 

If you need jars or you have extra 
jars to donate, please call Cathy 
Smythe 416-385-2642. 

LL IFEIFE  EEVENTSVENTS  
 Baptism: 
  Zoey Charlotte McIlravey, June 7, 2009, child of Jeff and Louise 
  sister to Ella, granddaughter of Charlie and Dorothy McIlravey.  

 New Members:  
 Kathy Coats and Harold MacKenzie and daughter Jessica 

 Vern Maguire  
 Marcia and Robert Munro and daughter Jennifer and son Colin  
 Katie Richardson 
 Gerda and William Parker  

 Susan Mabey and Katherine Noel and daughter Anna 

 Deaths: 
 Arora Hewitt, March 20, 2009 
 Ed Blake, May 16, 2009 
 Frank Thompson, May 20, 2009 
 Margaret Sanson, May 20, 2009 
 James Langdon, May 25, 2009 

 Harold Ball, May 28, 2009 

 
 Anniversary  
  Kay & Don Brundage, 60th Anniversary, July 2009 


