
1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
 2

should be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while 
 3           Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered.

4
 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 

 5of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
 6

was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 
 7her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 

cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn…

I was having a coffee (okay, it was a Gingerbread Latte, not really a coffee).  I was wearing my collar stuck in my shirt, kind of 
Minister/not-Minister, and a fellow decided that I should be educated about Christmas.  I don't know if his antagonism came from his 
being more or less religious, more aware and grounded in fact, or more traditional and unswayed by the modern world than I.  It's 
hard to say.  I do know that he was quite sure that I'm foolish to believe in the Christmas Story and that if I had any sense, I'd realize 

ththat it's myths and traditions taken from other cultures.  Jesus, if there was one, was certainly not born on December 25  - that was 
taken from the Saturnalia Festival or some other solsticial observance; Mary, if she existed, was not a virgin – everyone knows that 
the word just means “young woman”; and that the Shepherds would not have been out with the sheep in December, and foreign 
Kings would not have made the trek in a couple of days to see a baby.  Oh… and what kind of people would refuse shelter to a 
pregnant woman away from home??  The whole story is fake news!  (Yes, he did use that term).

I listened to him patiently (at least I think I did; my wife tells me that my face isn't always aware that I'm being patient) and then I 
asked him, “Did you think that I would be trying to convince you about a date in history?  Or that the intimate life of a young woman 
is any of my or anyone else's business?  Were you under the impression that I think that Christmas proves that my faith is right?  
Oooh, miraculous virgin birth, angels, and foreign scientific dignitaries (or whatever they are)… I win!!”

I sipped my Gingerbread Latte and invited him to sit down. I find it much less intimidating when we're eye to eye instead of my 
talking into his Vente, soy-milk, half-sweet Pike's Place Roast with cinnamon sprinkle. (I'm guessing).  He sat. Sipped. I continued, 
“I know that Christmas is crazy and full of commerce and business, and busy-ness and all sorts of people think that there's a war on 
it or because of it, or that it's the story that proves that our God is an awesome God!!!  But it's not about history or proof; it's not 
about something that happened 2000 years ago and puts others to shame for not believing… it's this wonderful story that reveals 
the God that we trust and believe in.  It doesn't prove; it reveals.  I can prove that I exist by tweaking your nose, but that wouldn't  
tell you anything about my character or what it's like to be my friend (other than I am probably annoying with all the nose tweaking).   
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If I could prove to you that everything in the Christmas Story was historical fact and thereby prove the existence of my God, I would 
be wasting a glorious story and opportunity to change the way you look at the world.” 

“The Christmas story and all of its quirky and wonderful details remind me that God can be found in the most humble of places; that 
God is part of the human story.  I love that Jesus is born to Mary and first appears to us as a baby.  Not many faiths tell that kind of 
story; their heroes and divine beings seem to leap from the womb or simply appear as fully developed adults full of wisdom.  The 
Christmas Story tells me about a God who is revealed in humanity and the most basic of human experiences: Birth; a God who 
actually enters into the human story, a story that begins with birth.” 
  
“We say that there was a census going on - that's the reason that Joseph and Mary had to come to Bethlehem to be counted; that 
there was no place for them to stay, no shelter for a mother to give birth to her child.   I have no idea if any of that is true. What I do 
know is that I love and trust a God who appears in the midst of government bureaucracy, taxation, and war (the two reasons you 
have a census); a God who appears even when we look away, even when it gets so bad that people would ignore the needs of a 
young mother.    In 2017, I watch the news and it can depress me as we seem to only want to talk about taxes or war; things have 
become so divisive that I don't find it impossible to believe that a young family in need would be turned away by good people… 
good people who are scared and worried.   The Christmas Story gives me hope, because it assures me that God is present right 
here and right now, and that there could be another little stable right around the corner ready to reveal the hope, light, and 
compassion of the universe (or a basement apartment… highway underpass… overdose prevention tent… church sanctuary, you 
never know).” 

“I am excited to believe in a God who believes in the human experience and never shies away from the vulnerable or marginalized.  
The Christmas story regularly reminds me that sometimes I overlook the obvious and it's the outsider who sees and understands 
(like Magi); I sometimes can over think things and imagine that it's all so complicated, but then I remember that I believe in a God 
who makes sense to shepherds (the least skilled of all the ancient trades) and that they found what I have spent my life searching 
for, by simply following directions – ‘Go and see…’ ”

If I am being completely honest, I should now confess that my ‘Soy-milk, half-sweet Pike's Place Roast with cinnamon sprinkle’ 
drinking buddy was long gone (he left right after I threatened to tweak his nose), but I was on a roll and nobody seemed to mind me 
talking to myself.  So, I wrapped up with a flourish:  “Imagine: Christmas doesn't prove a thing.  It doesn't try to.  Instead the story 
introduces you to the divine beauty and intention of the universe that can be found in the darkest of times, the most humble of 
situations, calling together people who would never follow each other on Instagram (Shepherds, Magi), but recognize the powerful 
presence of God in human endeavour, in the birth of child.  We believe in everyday miracles that are all around us while angelic 
voices whisper in our ears – go and see.    We believe that this is the character of God and it is so important that we've wrapped a 
story around it, that can be learned and cherished by children and adults alike.”

I'd like to think that people applauded me on my way out of the coffee shop… and when I tell this story in my memoirs, I assure you, 
that they will have.  

Enjoy the story… tell it, listen to it, wonder about it, and recognize that it has nothing to with proof and everything to do with you.
 
Merry Christmas (all year).
     Norm

As is the Jubilee Tradition, we will continue to collect diapers for the babies of Massey 
Centre.  With the support of Massey Centre, young mothers are able to gain skills and 
the promise of community that makes raising a young child possible.  The diapers that 
we donate take a little financial burden off of the young mothers as they try to build 
lives for themselves and their children… it is a simple and basic need to which we can 
respond.  Throughout Advent please bring diapers to Jubilee and place them under 
any of the Christmas Trees throughout the church.  Shortly after Christmas, we will 
collect them and deliver them to the grateful mothers at Massey Centre. 
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It is good to be back!
On February 28th, I was planning to be back to Jubilee after that morning's doctor's 
appointment …but I was waylaid. My doctor could see from my condition, when I 
arrived, that it was time for my baby to be born and off to the hospital I went!  Max and I 
welcomed Eleanor Miriam Jane at 7:23 the next morning and our new adventure 
began.

I - or perhaps I should say “we” - returned to Jubilee from parental leave on September 
1st. Now that we are more settled in, I want to thank you all for the love and support 
that you have shown to us in these first few months. In many ways, this has been a 
wild year with a remarkable amount of changes and a remarkable lack of sleep, but 
2017 has been full of many new joys as Eleanor has been welcomed into the world. Thank you for being part of her 
welcoming community. 

As we look forward to the coming seasons of the church - to Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, and the beginning of Lent - I am 
feeling a joyful expectation for all that is happening and being planned around here. My calendar is brimming with concerts,  
lectures, special services, and fun gatherings - these are all just at Jubilee!  Here are a few highlights: December is always 
lovely, but this year, I am particularly excited about the Christmas Pageant that Jennine Profeta is shaping for December 
24th. Do you know that we will have four worshipping opportunities on Christmas Eve? With our morning pageant service, 
our third annual kid's service, our family service, and the late service, it is going to be a great day! There are many, many 
other wonderful things happening in December to watch out for, but writing in the early morning of the first snow has me 
thinking about Christmas Eve especially. 

I am also excited about pancakes and maple syrup. We had our first Pancake Church in early November. We prepared the 
meal, set the tables, worshipped, and ate together. It was a wonderful evening. Pancake Church is a fun and casual 
worship service that is centred around sharing a meal. It is a child-friendly worship service that is for everyone - for children, 
family, singles, teens, adults, and anyone who likes breakfast for dinner! Pancake Church will happen each month, with our 
next gathering coming up on December 5th from 5:30 - 7pm.

A fantastic group of adult and youth leaders are working to shape Godly Play, our Sunday morning program for children and 
youth. I am excited about the relationships that are being built and the wonder that is being fostered through Godly Play. 
Godly Play starts in the Auditorium just after the Welcome time in the main service. We begin with a story and time to 
wonder together; then we divide into age groups to play and respond to what has been shared. Godly Play is made up of 
lots of sand, beautiful materials to explore, paint and playdough, imagination, and questions. 

I am also excited about 35ish, our group for adults who range in age from about 25ish to 55ish …it's a big range and we are 
big on having fun together! We are looking forward to board games, night's out, dinners, and great discussions. 35ish 
activities will usually be happening on the fourth Tuesday of the month. 

You can find out more about any of these, and all of the other Jubilee happenings through our weekly bulletins, here in 
Jubilation, by checking out www.jubileeunited.ca on the “What's Happening at Jubilee!” board in the foyer or the bulletin 
boards near the main office, by connecting to our Godly Play leaders at the Sunday morning colouring table, through 
emails and phone calls, and chatting with friends old and new. Do you know that I made a list of the various goings-on at 
Jubilee and it totalled over 50! Chances are that there is something happening here for you to plug into and I hope that you 
do!

It is good to be back!  And I am looking forward to connecting with you soon!

Rev. Anne Dionisio

“A  DRINK  of  WATER”
YES, our church plants would like a drink of water once a week. We would appreciate your help to water and 
care for these plants four times in one month during 2018. The particular month would be your choice. We are 
only looking after about eight small plants, as the larger plants belong to Keun Sarang and are their responsibility.

Could you give our plants a drink of water?

Please call me at 416-447-3118.
     Marion Magee
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Announcing a
NEW JUBILEE PHOTO DIRECTORY

Jubilee has launched a project to create a new Photo Directory of members, adherents and friends of Jubilee. We expect 
this new directory to be published in the spring of 2018.

By that time, it will be approximately five years since our last Photo Directory and many changes have occurred. Our goal is 
to create a directory that reflects the new and growing face of Jubilee.

FEATURING PROFESSIONAL PICTURE TAKING BY
IPC Canada Photo Services Inc.

There will be two opportunities in December to sign up to have your/your family's photo taken. There is no charge to you, 
or to Jubilee, for this service, and, no obligation to buy anything. And, everyone will be entitled to a complimentary, i.e. free, 
copy of the new directory. (If you wish to purchase copies of the photos from IPC, you may do so.)

Please join us and include your photo with Jubilee's growing family.

STEP ONE – SIGN UP FOR PICTURE TAKING

1st Sign-up day: Sunday, December 10, 2017

§ 9:00 to 10:15 am and

§ 12:00 to 12:30 pm

2nd Sign-up day: Sunday, December 17, 2017

§ 9:00 to 10:15 am and

§ 12:00 to 12:30 pm

Actual picture taking is scheduled for the last week of January and the first week of February.

In the event you are unable to make one of the sign up dates or the picture taking dates, please let us know. We will 
attempt to make other special arrangements.

For further information or questions, please contact Dick Patrick – 416-449-4731 or   dickpatrick@rogers.com

or Charlie Scott – 416-447-2522 or .charles.scott@sympatico.ca

                                            CHURCH COUNCIL COMMENTS
We wish all our members and their families the blessings of a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year.  At Council, we are 
engaged in a number of activities that I have outlined below.  Some of our members are currently planning the annual Christmas Dinner which 
has  been a traditional success in terms of both the quality of the dinner presented, the fellowship involved and the attendance of members with 
their families and friends.

In addressing our projected deficit anticipated at year-end, we are developing a fund-raising initiative to ensure that we are able to sustain the 
programs and services that make Jubilee a special place of worship.

We continue to welcome new members from St. John's United Church who have chosen to merge with Jubilee and join us for worship services.  
The sale of the St. John property is anticipated in early December and it is hoped that in early 2018, we will be in a position, with Presbytery 
approval, to proceed with the projects and programs that we identified in the Covenant Agreement between our two church congregations.

Jubilee United Church in the past has produced a Photo Directory approximately every five years and we now have plans to do so in early 2018 
in keeping with this five year time period and to reflect the many new members that have joined us in the recent past.  We encourage all 
members to sign up in order that we have as complete a Photo Directory as possible and each participant will receive a complementary copy of 
the complete church photo directory and the opportunity will exist to purchase the individual member and family portrait, however no obligation 
exists to do so.

We look forward to the New Year with enthusiasm and the opportunity to be of service to all of you.
Wishing you all the best at this special time of year.
                                                                                      Charlie Scott
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As many of you are aware, Jubilee has been sponsoring refugees for some time now. The first of our 
families, just recently graduated out of the program, are now on their own. The Alhassan's seem to be 
doing well and we have confidence that they will continue to integrate into Canadian society. 
Disappointingly for us, they have decided to move to Windsor to be closer to family and because the 
cost of living is much lower there. Mohamad is planning to stay in school and is hoping to get a job as a 
forklift operator, a license he acquired over the past few months. His English is coming along well. They 
have bought a car and have rented a house in Windsor, with a yard for the three boys to play in. 
Ramadan started junior kindergarten this year and Bilal went into the Little Acorns daycare here at 
Jubilee. Both have made great strides in understanding English and Ramadan has begun to speak a few 
English words. Both seem well adjusted and happy. They have lots of energy and enjoy many puzzles 
and games. Bakr, born here in Canada, is doing well and growing quickly. Hiba stays home with him but 
is planning to start school when he is old enough for daycare. Both Mohamad and Hiba appear to 
understand the importance of an education for both of them. We wish the Alhassan's all the best as they 
embark on this new chapter in their lives and hope to stay in touch and be able to report back in the 
coming years about their future successes as their young family ages and takes an active role in their 
community. They wish to thank everyone here at Jubilee, as well as our community partners, for making 
it possible for them to come to Canada and have such a wonderful opportunity to start their lives here.

Our second family is in the second half of their year here. Ahmad got a job with a small IT company and has had a promotion since starting. He 
is happy to be working every day again. Ruqaia is pregnant with child number four.  The girls continue to enjoy school, in grades 3 and 5. Their 
young son had his third birthday in late August and the kids enjoyed trick or treating for their first time last week. 

Our third family has only been in Canada for a few months. The mother and sister of one of Jubilee's neighbours, Zahwr and Loha, have settled 
in the neighbourhood and have begun the process of acclimating to their new surroundings. Arriving in July, they attended the Beaches Jazz 
Festival with their family and enjoyed it immensely.

Since then, they have rented an apartment and been placed in the beginner's English class at the Don Mills LINC program. They started school 
at the beginning of September. Mom is acclimating well and attending classes regularly. Loha is finding the adjustment to life in Canada a bit 
harder and is not currently attending class, but we are hoping to get her connected in the community to make this transition easier for her. Zahwr 
and Loha celebrated their first Canadian Thanksgiving by joining the Jubilee family for Community 
Table Dinner, along with their family. Turkey and all the fixings were great. The pumpkin desert was 
something new for them and said to be "very delicious.” They also attended the ArtCraft show here at 
Jubilee and were delighted to share their favourite Iraqi biscuits as a contribution to the bake table. We 
are seeking Arabic speaking individuals who would be willing to spend a bit of time socializing or 
helping with errands, as well as services (hairdresser, etc.) provided in Arabic. If you have any 
information that would be of assistance, please pass it along.

The Refugee Committee

Refugee Update

After December, when the Christmas Lights go out – it's going to seem awfully dark… 
cold even.  And we, we usually do our best to warm things up at Jubilee.   

th
Starting Tuesday, January 9 , Tuesday Soup Lunch will be returning.

Through the balance of January, February, and into March we will be offering 
Soup and Bread in the Garden Room
on Tuesdays from 11:30 am – 12:30pm.
Join us.  Bring a Friend.   

We eat; we talk; who knows what friendships might occur or what radical plans might 
emerge!! 

We are always looking for volunteers to help with set-up and clean-up, AND of course, we love to have help making soup.
 
If you would like to help with the set-up and clean-up OR make soup for 60 people, please sign up in the foyer and/or speak with 
Rev. Seli.
There is a $60 subsidy provided for supplies for anyone making soup this year. 
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Notes from Outreach
Cold weather is here already and cold weather clothing donations, including shoes and boots, would be greatly appreciated as 
there are many homeless and low-income people in our city who will be cold this winter.  The clothing is taken to various 
agencies and will be given to those in greatest need. New socks, underwear, and toiletries are always needed and can be given 
to me, Iona Williams.

St. John's United Church created a scholarship fund over 20 years ago and we will be continuing that in St. John's name. The 
scholarship is given to one or two students each year. There is a need for a small group of people to work on this and I will be 
reaching out to people to create a team that will work with me to continue this wonderful legacy.  If you are interested in being 
part of this team, please contact me, Iona Williams at 

Barb Measures has agreed to be the Mission and Service Enthusiast and will periodically be keeping us all informed, through 
announcements and in the bulletin, about Mission and Service projects and initiatives. Thanks to her for taking this on.
Community Table Dinner continues to be a great success. As December is such a busy month, we don't have a dinner in 
December.  We will be back January 13, ready to serve you a hot meal to have with old friends and new friends.

In previous years, the backpack project has been run by Outreach, with help from the youth in distribution. This year, Jennine is 
taking on the project with the youth.  The backpacks will be distributed on December 3rd. Many thanks to Jennine and the 
youth for continuing this worthwhile project.

Jubilee Benevolent Fund
In 2017, we've connected with more people than ever before.  The assistance that we offer is confidential, but we can note that 
some folks have managed to stay in their homes with a little help from us; a couple have been able to access medical 
treatment that fell between the OHIP cracks; we created a couple of summer campers and helped others pursue education and 
training; we have also helped to put food on the table for some of our more vulnerable folk.  It is our policy to offer a one-time 
payment of a bill (like Hydro or Bell), or to assist in a daycare or tuition payment.  We do our due diligence and make it clear 
that our help is not an on-going source of income or support.  Our friendship and counsel are always available, but we try very 
hard to not create dependents – the Benevolent Fund is meant to be used where there are no other supports available.   We 
get fooled sometimes, but not often and most often we are able help people in the greatest of need, through a rough patch as 
they take charge and manage their lives.  We see some remarkable people.  Some of these people you will probably never 
meet; others might be sitting next to you on a Sunday. 

Every year in December, I invite you to contribute to this fund as you see fit.  Money can be given to me directly, through the 
office or in the Offering Box in an envelope marked “Benevolent Fund”.  Although we consider this to be an “extra”, if it arrives 
in the Box or through the office, it can be added to your donations to Jubilee and be included on your tax receipt. 
 
As most of us know, our lives are fragile and sometimes it just takes a little nudge to bring things crashing down… but 
sometimes it just takes a little help to keep things together and weather the storm.  Thank you for your generosity for all of the 
times that you have provided “a little help”. 
     Norm

Marriages:          
 Tristan O'Reilly and Anne McGarrity                   May 20 
 Todd Rossi and Charlo�e McGarrity         September 23

Celebra�ons of Life:      
  Kay Paterson                                                 October 22
         Bob Jones                                                     October 31
      Jo Moynaugh                                                  November 15
 Terry McFarlane    November 17

ionadw50@gmail.com or speak to me at Church on a Sunday morning.

Life Events
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THEATRE SCARBOROUGH UPCOMING PRESENTATIONS:

Directed by Lorraine Kimsa.   Stage manager: Wendy Miller

A holiday classic, and very faithful to the film. Angel, Clarence, shows George Bailey 
what it would be like if George had never been born. 
Suitable for all ages.  

Adults: $24   Seniors & Students: $20   Groups (10+): $20

            December 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 14 and 15 at 8:00pm.

   December 3, 10 and 16 at 2:00pm.

...AND... coming up in January 2018 is Drinking Alone
by Norm Foster (Jan 5 - 19)

Followed by the new musical - The Addams Family (Feb 1 - 17)

Purchase Tickets online at:  theatrescarborough.com

Location: Scarborough Village Theatre, NE corner of Markham Rd 
and Kingston Rd.

CLAXTON  FRUIT  CAKES

Once again those world famous 
Claxton fruit cakes

are available for sale.

As most of you know, they come in 
1lb bars and are

individually packaged for easy use. 
They can also be frozen for use 

at a later date.

Prices are as follows:
1lb bar - $8.00

Box of 3, 1lb bars - $20.00

For further details, or to place an 
order, contact Bob Nicholls at 

416-445-2642.

All net proceeds go to Church 
related activities.

Thanks, Bob

You will notice that when Advent 
arrives, the Corona that stands near the 
Pulpit will have been replaced by a 
Christmas Tree. Don't be concerned: 
the Corona will reappear in time. 
  
From the beginning of Jubilee United 
Church, it was decided that no object 
from any of the founding 
congregations would take a permanent 
place in the Sanctuary.  The Heritage 
Room was created to house a 
significant piece from each of the 
founding congregations and allow the 
rest of the church to identify, not with 

the past, but with the present (with an eye to the future).
  
Banners from the founding congregations as well as new 
ones created for Jubilee are used to enhance worship at 
Jubilee and are changed regularly to remind us of our rich 
tradition and diverse gifts.  As they change, we are 
reminded anew of the beauty of their message and the 
love that brought them into being.
   
The Corona will return at some point and then go away 
again; return and arrive, so that we never become so 
accustomed to it that we take for granted the gifts of the 
people of St. John's United Church, forget our rich 
history, or fail to honour our diversity.    
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Warning:  This is about Money!  
Thoughts from Amanda MacKenzie, Rev. Norm Seli, and few anonymous supporters of Jubilee 

Every year as November becomes December, we get a message from the Finance Committee. Sometimes it almost 
seems like an apology: “Gee, sorry, but we need to ask for more money”; or it 
arrives like a request to think about our givings… but we don’t really know 
how to think about our givings, because we don’t really know what others give 
or what’s an appropriate amount. While we’re doing that, the Jubilee Council 
is trying to look ahead to next year and imagine the opportunities and 
challenges that await. We do our best to figure out who will come and who 
will go; what the economy will be like and what opportunities will present 
themselves for us, both inside and outside of our doors. We also imagine how 
we will share the love of God and the Ministry of Jesus in our community in 
inclusive and inviting ways. 
  
In 2017, we successfully amalgamated with St. John’s United Church and are 
looking forward to the experience and gifts that come when two communities 
become one. Some people will think of this as a financial windfall, but it is our 
plan to invest most of the money from the sale of property in the future of 
Jubilee as well as some investment in making our property more accessible to 

all people. Our operating budgets and outreach activities will still require your 
on-going support.   

This year we added a second Youth Group and seized t he opportunity to learn 
more about our relationships to Indigenous People in Canada by hosting a 
symposium featuring Chief Martel Brown and former United Church 
Moderator, Stan McKay; we invited the community to learn more through a 
Kairos Blanket Exercise and special Community Table Dinner featuring food 
prepared by local indigenous cooks. We removed the boiler and are embarking 
on a mission to better organize our storage space at Jubilee; these have had 
costs that we didn’t anticipate back in 2016 as we gazed ahead. Did you know 
that this year we had our biggest 
Community Table Thanksgiving Dinner 
ever? 

Also, this year Rev. Anne was away for six 
months on Maternity Leave, Jennine’s 
contract was extended through the end of 
2017, Haley Brown was added to our 
Children’s Ministry Team and a paid 

Tenor lead was added to our choir. We mention these thing s because they were not 
budgeted as we anticipated this year back in November of 2016. 

And you have had costs and opportunities that you may not have anticipated.  Like 
us, you may have found that your investments did not perform to the same level as 
2016, and many of you responded financially to victims of famine in the Sudan 
and storms and flooding in the U.S. and Caribbean; it’s not likely that you  would have budgeted for that.   

So, now we have the opportunity to not only respond to the unanticipated opportunities and challenges in 2017, but also 
to plan for 2018. The reality is that we have had many un-anticipated costs, but with some good management, we’ve 
managed to keep predicted costs lower than budgeted. Unfortunately, our revenues are lower than expected. Even with 
responsible management, we find ourselves about $30,000 short of what we need to balance our operating budget. We 
have funds, the interest of which will help us close the gap, but if we can manage to balance our books on givings and 
budgeted income sources, the interest on our funds can accumulate and provide us with more support and opportunity 
in the future.  

	

Our household income is 
about $125,000/yr.  We used 
to wonder about those 
people who “tithe” – actually 
pay 10% before taxes.  Last 
year, between Jubilee and 
two other charities we 
discovered that we actually 
gave almost $13,000 and it 
wasn’t as dramatic as we 
imagined.  

	

Our income is close to 
$90,000/yr.  We give 
$160 a month to Jubilee. 
There will probably 
come a time when we 
can give more, but this is 
about right for us. 

	

	

When I started going to 
church, I gave $10 each 
Sunday. Then I gave $20.  It 
seemed like enough, I would 
give to the Benevolent Fund 
and to fundraisers.  When I 
went on PAR, I thought 
about it more as an annual 
thing and I wanted to give at 
least $2,000, so now I give 
$200/month with PAR. 

	

continued on pg 10
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For many individuals and families, the decision about what to donate to various charities can be a difficult one. How 
do we balance our spending, saving, and giving? Givings to the church can be especially complicated, as the church is 
a charity but also provides a service that enhances our own lives. In a way, Jubilee is like a weekly theatre 
performance, a meditation class, and a social club all rolled into one. It is a connection to God, to friends and family, 
and to the community; it is the opportunity to walk and talk with others at varying stages of questioning and belief, an 
invitation to some of life’s most intriguing conversations. We aren’t sure what it’s worth, but we know our lives are 
enriched by attending or belonging. Some people grew up with set ideas about how much is appropriate to donate; 
others wonder how much they should give. Some people prefer to support Jubilee solely through financial assistance; 
others give of their time as well. Some people strongly support a few special causes; others spread their donations 
across many charities, offering a smaller amount to more organizations. We have shared some vignettes from actual 

congregants of Jubilee, outlining the circumstances and thinking behind their 
giving decisions. We understand that every household has different needs, 
income levels and priorities; we hope that these examples demonstrate the 
wide variety of circumstances that might affect these decisions, and invite you 
to think about how you make decisions about your own givings.  

What we are asking at this point is for you to be intentional in your financial 
support of Jubilee and the ministry that we share. If your decision is to give 
more or less or exactly the same as last year, let it be because you’ve thought 
about it, considered the opportunities and recognized that your financial 
support is much more than simply “paying the bills”, it’s vital and important 
ministry. Thank you in advance for your support and we look forward to 
another year of exciting opportunities to share and grow in God’s love. 

 

My income changes all the 
time, I don’t know what to 
expect each year – so I give 
what I can depending on 
what the church needs.  I 
give every week, but wait 
until December to see what 
Jubilee needs and what I 
have to give - so it changes. 

 

The Baillie Volunteer 
Service Award

In November, Chanelle 
Christmas-LaFleur was 
honoured by the Toronto 
United Church Council 
with the Baillie Volunteer 
Service Award.  This 
award is to youth who 
show extraordinary 
dedication to the ministry 
of a particular church or 
community.  
 
In the nomination, it was noted that at nearly 
every Jubilee event, Chanelle can be found 
setting up, cleaning up, or just showing up and 
doing whatever needs to be done without 
complaint.  Chanelle's involvement with Godly 
Play and the children at Jubilee is a gift to all 
those who work with her, and her quiet humble 
ways make it easy to over-look what a great 
contribution she is making to the life of Jubilee.    
Wendy Jarvis, President of the TUCC, presented 
the award and helped us make sure that 
Chanelle's gifts and commitment are not over-
looked.  
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JUBILEE CHRISTMAS DINNER
ndSaturday, December 2 , @ 6:30 pm

Turkey Dinner,
Apple Cider and Cash Wine Bar (open at 6pm)
Entertainment and lots of friends.
Tickets are $20, for sale after church or from the office.
(Children under 16 are free)

ULTERIOR WORSHIP
th thMondays, December 4  and 18 , @ 8:35 pm

Quiet, intimate worship with Word, Prayer, 
and music (Benjamin Gabbay on the piano).  

A chance to relax, breathe and let Christmas arrive gently.

TORONTO CHORISTERS CHRISTMAS CONCERT
6h

Tuesday, December 12 , @ 7:30 pm
No Admission Fee, but lots of familiar Christmas songs and yuletide joy,
presented by our great friends, the 100 voice Toronto Choristers.
Bring Family and Friends, there will be ample opportunity to sing along!
(Donations will be gladly received)

A SERVICE OF CAROLS
thSunday, December 17 , @ 10:30 am

The Jubilee Choir will lead the service for 
Third Sunday of Advent focusing on Mary. 

Some familiar songs, some surprises and many delights…
 all shared in the intimacy of worship.

  
CHRISTMAS CAROLING on the LABYRINTH

th
Tuesday, December 19 , @ 7:00 pm
Stand Outside on the Labyrinth (or inside in the Garden Room if you're not sure that the spirit will keep 
you warm) and sing classic Christmas Carols and Songs with your neighbours 
and maybe a trumpet or two!
Not to worry, there will also be Hot Chocolate to keep you warm.

SERVICE FOR THE LONGEST NIGHT
th

Wednesday, December 20 , @ 7:30 pm
Because some of us need a little quiet time during the season

 to grieve; to heal… and to invite God into our darkness.  
An intimate service that offers time and space

 for those of us feeling a little left out. 

  
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

th
Sunday, December 24  

Christmas Pageant and Worship @ 10:30 am
Children's Service @ 4:30 pm

Family Service @ 7:30 pm
Communion Service @ 11:00 pm

Jubilee Christmas List (be sure to check it twice!)
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