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What I did on my Summer Holidays
  by Norm
I went to Scotland. 
I saw castles and heard people talk funny. 
It was good. 
Now, I'm back. 

I remember when I used to write reports like that for school, trying desperately to find enough words to appease the new teacher, all the while desiring 
to write the equivalent of a 10-year-old boy's shrug.  Things have changed, and now, my challenge is to limit my words, so that you don't have to 
receive a two-volume Jubilation.   I would love to go on about the stone cottage that my wife and I stayed in outside Edinburgh that was once in the 
middle of a field until a complete nutter spent millions creating a 10-acre wonderland of ponds, caves, tunnels, forest, and hills worthy of a Tolkien short 
story.  I could tell you about the first time we saw the North Sea in Aberdeen and how we walked along the beach for hours.  I have stories of gasping 
with every new vista in the Highlands, pouring whisky into the grounds of the Culloden battlefield, glorious churches in Inverness, the discovery of 
Marks and Spencer express food, the delights of Haggis Nachos, and what happened when I drove over a roundabout.  But alas, I haven't the time nor 
the space.

I will speak instead only of Orkney: an archipelago of 70 Islands in the very north of Scotland.  A land bereft of trees, but home to standing stones older 
than Stonehenge, Viking runes, Highland Park whisky, the smell of burning peat, and some of the nicest people on our little planet.   Even here, I will 
limit myself to a single moment of contemplation.   I stood with the woman who makes my heart beat, my always enthusiastic and supportive wife 

th
Anne, on a cliff watching the waves of the North Sea crash onto the shore.  Just to my right was a Viking settlement from the 8  century; about a mile 
away was a remarkably intact stone village last occupied 5,500 years ago (yes, older than the Pyramids).   I stood there surrounded by thousands of 
years of history, present and enthusiastic love, the immense presence of the North Sea and felt very small and yet large… very insignificant and yet 
entirely integral to all of creation.  I felt connected to and by history, nature, and love. It broke, mended, and filled my 
heart and soul in an instant.   It was a holy moment that actually lasted for many minutes.  That extended moment was 
the greatest gift of my glorious summer adventure, and I really don't have the words to adequately describe how I felt 
at one with God and all of creation.  The best that I can say is “I went to Scotland.” 

As I turned around, I became aware of a stone fence.   It was old; very old - built by a farmer long ago to keep his 
livestock back from the cliff edge and to separate his space from that of his neighbour and the shared common land.   
Over the years, moss has grown on the varied rocks and stones to become art that could never have been whipped up 
in an afternoon, but took patient generations to create.   I reflected… he built a wall to separate his space from the 
shared common land.  
 

I've been reflecting ever since on the beauty of separating time and space from the shared common life.   The etymology of Holiday is “Holy-
Day”.  There was a time when a holiday was not simply a day that you didn't have to go to work; it wasn't even a day in which you paid homage to God.  
It was, instead, a day in which you considered your relationship to God; your place in the community and in creation – and a day in which you allowed 
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the space for the indescribable event that I experienced looking out over the North Sea to happen in your backyard or kitchen.   I guess that as a 
minister, some would call me a “Holy” man, but truthfully, I don't have nearly enough Holy-Days.  I don't spend nearly enough time, separating myself 
from the common life (that I love, incidentally) and spending time thinking big thoughts about how God loves me and small thoughts about how the 
strawberry I'm about to eat came to be in my possession.   I'm far too busy to take the time to stop and slow down…  I can't recall the last time that I was 
"busy looking at a picture of my grandfather".  You know, the busy-ness that goes on when you are perfectly still, but your heart, soul, mind, and 
imagination are at play with the past and future all at once.   I have too much to do in the “Common Life” to separate myself out from it for more than a 
decent night's sleep.   But as I stood in the midst of over 5000 years of history, of empires and civilizations come and gone, I started to realize that I 
need more Holy Days - more time set aside to wonder and contemplate my place in the world. 

I recognize that the opportunities are offered: On Sunday mornings in worship, on the Jubilee Labyrinth, on a long stroll to nowhere in particular.  
Having returned from my Summer Holiday, I am promising myself that when someone cancels an appointment or fails to show up at the agreed time, 
I'm not going to fill that appointment with something from my “To Do” list… I'm going to stop and breathe.  I am going to take that found time to separate 
myself out from the Common Ground, and wonder about how God is moving in my life… where God is inviting me to go next. I will be busy dreaming… 
or just thinking about the North Sea and my brief, but forever time in Orkney.  It is my hope that with patience and practice, I might create – not so much 
a wall – but a frame around my time away from the Common Life and in deep communion with myself, history, creation, and God.  With time, that frame 

might come to be as beautiful as the stone wall that I might have missed had it not been for my Holy-Day.  
 
I went to Scotland. 
My heart and soul were filled. 
It was good. 
Now, I'm back. 
And looking forward to more Holy-Days and Moments with you in the days to come.        Norm

In case you missed the Fun 
at Summer Sunday Club, 
     here a few glimpses….
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The fall season promises to be an exciting one for the music program at Jubilee. The choir has begun to rehearse on Thursday 
evenings and contribute to the worship services each Sunday. Justin Welsh, our fine bass lead, is leaving us because he is 
increasingly busy with building his solo career. We wish him well and are thankful for his musical contributions. We welcome Doug 
Gallant, as Justin's successor. Doug has sung in a variety of Toronto choirs  (including Timothy Eaton Memorial Church) and was a 
founding member of the Victoria Scholars. 

As a result of our merger with St. John's United, we are continuing to feature music from their library.  A special thank you to 
Cheron Christmas-LaFleur, our Librarian, who worked diligently with me over the summer to organize this wonderful new music. 
Our choral library has thus expanded considerably, and with some re-organization of our office space, our collection will serve us 
for many years to come.

The choir is always open to new members! Our rehearsals are on Thursday evenings from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. and we warm up on 
Sunday mornings from 9:40 to 10:15 a.m. Please contact me if you are interesting in auditioning (rubinoffdaniel@gmail.com or 
416.709.8381). Recent research from Ryerson University proves that singing in a choir enhances auditory perception (crucial in the 
ageing process because the auditory portion of our brains gradually lose the ability to easily decipher speech). Other research 
shows that choral singing increases lung capacity and offers emotional well-being and creative expression. 

There have been some changes to the artistic and administration side of the choir. This year, I have made the choir an auditioned 
group, so that we can continue to excel musically and enhance the worship in as meaningful a way as possible. All choir members 
have a yearly vocal check-in with me, and I give them constructive feedback that helps to preserve and improve their voice and 
musical skills. We also held choir elections in May 2018, and are pleased that Cheron Christmas-LaFleur was the choir's 
overwhelming choice for Choir President. Thank you, Cheron, for your enormous contribution to the choir!  We also involve many 
other choir members who contribute in a variety of other capacities. It is gratifying that we have such a high degree of volunteer 
participation. 

As we move toward Advent, we will be focusing on an eclectic presentation that highlights the many moods and emotions of 
Christmas: joy, awe, transcendence, mystery, and birth. Our Christmas choral offering will take place on Sunday, Dec. 16 as part of 
the morning service. 

Additionally, I invite you to participate in Jubilee's music program. In my music ministry, I have often found that many congregants 
possess hidden musical abilities. I am always looking for new ways to enhance the worship service. If you cannot join the choir, 
then perhaps you might be interested in playing a percussion instrument or a guitar at some point in the service. Do not be shy!

The Rimbala music and movement program is continuing again this fall. Research has proven that gentle exercise with a cognitive 
component is vital for seniors because it improves balance and reduces falls by an overwhelming 54% (published in the Journal of 
Internal Medicine). It also can help in the prevention of dementia, because the variety of music stimulates many different parts of 
the brain simultaneously. Additionally, the classes are fun because they are social and interactive. Come out and try a class! We 
are offering a beginner's class on Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m. and an advanced class on Thursday afternoons at 4:00 p.m. 
No musical experience is necessary! Classes begin on Thursday, September 20. 

I am looking forward to working once again with our great staff (Norm, Anne, Jason, Pat, and Barb) and all of the fantastic 
volunteers who together make Jubilee such a caring, faithful, and inspired home!

Blessings to all, Daniel Rubinoff, Music Director 

Do you have a few minutes to spare once a week in October?  The plants in the foyer need to be watered.  The perfect time 
is before church.  If you can help, please speak to Marion Magee or Cathy Leeson.

And I dread to say this, but Christmas is coming [we start planning early] – are you willing to help decorate the church for 
Christmas on Tuesday, Nov. 27th?  We will begin around 7pm.   Any help will be appreciated  - we need people who can fluff 
bows or garlands [instructions provided], unpack boxes, take on that eternal favourite task untangling of lights, and 
decorating Christmas trees, oh and maybe someone who can hang the higher wreaths.  Please save the date, many hands 
will make the decorations go up way faster.

Catherine Leeson, Flower Committee Chair
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Well, hello there.  My name is Jason, and I am absolutely thrilled to be your ministry intern for the next eight 
months.  I would first like to thank the congregation and leadership of Jubilee for making your church a 
place of learning and exploration for new ministers.  I realize this requires taking a step into the unknown, 
so please know that I deeply appreciate the openness you have demonstrated by welcoming me here.  

One of the things I'm most looking forward to over the coming months is getting to know you.  And by this, I 
mean getting to know both the congregation as a whole, and as many of you as individuals as possible.  
Every church has its own distinct rhythm and its own unique story, and I can't wait to discover what makes 
Jubilee, Jubilee.  Likewise, I also hope to hear about your own journey.  Where have you come from?  What 
brings you joy?  What questions keep you up at night?  I love our traditions and rituals, but when you get to 
the heart of the matter, being a church means walking with each other in the hard, beautiful, and ordinary 
days of life.  I look forward to taking the first few steps together soon. 

But, to get the ball rolling, here are a few pieces of my story.  I grew up in Saskatchewan on a potato farm; 
and while I was not raised Christian, I came to know God in different ways: in the rich soil between my toes, 
in the turn of the seasons, in the compassion of neighbours, and in the expansive mystery of the night 
skies.  I consider myself a pilgrim.  While I have walked to, and through, sacred places (the Camino de 
Santiago in Spain, the Canterbury trail in England, and Ontario's Bruce Trail), for me, being a pilgrim 
speaks more about a desire to live out values such as simplicity and kindness.  When we bring intention to 
our actions, we are always on a great spiritual journey.  I am also a dad and a husband.  My wife Bri-anne 
and I, and our two boys Isaiah (6) and Simon (4), live just north of Newmarket in Queensville.  Bri-anne is a 
musician and Community Minister with the United Church (you can learn more about her ministry at 
livingpresenceministry.org), and the boys, well… they bring a certain… energy… to any room they enter.

Up until starting my internship with Jubilee, my career had been as a communications consultant for 
charities and not-for-profit organizations.  I have created websites, raised money, and helped build 
grassroots movements of support around causes and issues.  I am proud of the work that I have done. But 
it is now time to point my skills and passions in a different direction.  I am a pilgrim and a dad and a 
husband, but I am also a follower of Jesus.  He has reached into my life and called me into a different, and 
very counter cultural direction.  I know this is an odd time to be going into the organized religion business, 
but I believe that Jesus' way of radical inclusion and lived justice is desperately needed in these days.  I 
know this in my bones.  His ways bring life.  His ways bring meaning.  His ways bring connection.  
Following Jesus into the unknown, we embark on the great spiritual journey together.  Let's get started.

Jason Francis Meyers

Coffee Teams at Jubilee need YOU! 

Job requirements: 
1) able to follow direc�ons (for making tea and coffee)
2) enjoys working with a small group of people
3) takes sa�sfac�on from seeing the happy faces of others 

               enjoying a hot or cold beverage a�er Sunday service
4) available before and a�er Church for 2 Sundays in each of 2 

               months (for set up and clean up)
If you meet these requirements, please contact Jeanne Elgie-Watson at 416-510-3179 or 
william066@sympa�co.ca nseli@jubileeunited.ca or Rev Seli at 416-447-6846, ext 103 or  
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ARE YOU READY???
Want to be part of this great “health” raiser and fund raiser? 
Google “Waterfront Marathon Toronto” – and/or go to  torontowaterfrontmarathon.com
Click on “REGISTER”
And then “RACE ROSTER – Canadian Runner”
You can register with email and create a password or register with Facebook.
Once you've registered, you can select your event: 
Marathon, ½ Marathon, 5km Walk, 5km with Stroller Walk.
Having selected your event, you will then “Create a Scotiabank Charity Challenge Fundraising 
Account” (when you choose your race name, do not include spaces).
Following the directions, you will be asked for Charity Pin Code: 
Ÿ Marathon or Half Marathon: 18JUBILEE42K
Ÿ 5k: 18JUBILEE5K
Ÿ 5k with Stroller: 18JUBILEE5ST
These codes will connect you to Jubilee and bring the Registration Fee down to $80 for the 

Marathon and 1/2 Marathon, $40 for the 5k, and $50 for the 5k with a stroller (plus HST and Processing Fee).    Jubilee will 
refund registration costs for all who raise over $200 (but you don't have to stop there!)
Need help, contact Susan Snook, smckendry@sympatico.ca 

.     

New Gowns!
New Resources!
Great Music!!
Opportunities 

    to learn and grow!
Great People!!

I'll bet you've thought about 
joining the choir…

    so, why not go for it this year!!

Talk to Daniel after the service… 
email rubinoffdaniel@gmail.com 

or call 416.709.8381

or 416-577-2751!
 
Worried about going down to pick up the race package?  No problem, we'll send someone…
Want to train for the 5k?   We have training sessions!
Not ready to walk or run, but would like to Sponsor?   
Check with the Church Office and/or check the display in the Church Foyer.     
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At
JUBILEE UNITED CHURCH

40 Underhill Dr.
416-447-6846

BRIDGE INSTRUCTION BY AUDREY GRANT
Acclaimed bridge teacher and author
Member of the Canadian Bridge Hall of Fame

Member of the ACBL Hall of Fame, Chicago USA

ONE DAY ONLY:  November 9, 2018

COST:  $60.00 Cash or current cheques payable to Jubilee United Church

TOPIC:  Making an Impact on Defense 
              with the Weakest Hand at the Table.

Information on Registration

We suggest you pre-register by contacting
Marie at 416-222-9329   /   416-560-0187

 mmcrorie@rogers.com

If this is not convenient there will be a Registration Day at 
Jubilee on Friday, September 7, 2018 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

SINGLES, PAIRS OR GROUPS OF FOUR CAN BE ACCOMMODATED
REGISTER EARLY AS THIS EVENT NORMALLY FILLS QUICKLY

Friday, November 2         12 noon – 7 p.m. 
Saturday, November 3      10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

This annual sensation, celebration, and sale features unique hand-
crafted treasures by local artisans, including clothing, jewelry, pottery, 
art, photography, baked goods, jams and jellies, and more. There is a 
steady stream of shoppers checking out the wonderful items, many 
getting a head start on their holiday shopping. There is also a Cafe with 
delicious treats and meals for those needing a break and snack while 
shopping.   Proceeds support Jubilee’s work in the community.  
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The Jubilee Living and Learning
2018-2019 LECTURE SERIES

1:00-2:30 p.m. Wednesday afternoons
Each Series  $25               Individual Lectures $10
(cash or cheques payable to Jubilee United Church)
 

Fall Series:
“HISTORY AND THE ARTS”
 
November 7:  If not now, then when?  If not us, 
then who? 
Through a summary of my experiences in Iran, I 
arrive at what we can do to make the world a better 
place.
Presenter:  Marina Nemat
 
November 14:  Urban Monkeys – Three cases of 
Adaptation:  Gibraltar, Honduras, Tai Po
Natural habitat diminishes and wildlife must adapt.  
The way our closest relatives do so is the subject of 
this talk, highlighting three different types of 
monkeys.
Presenter:  Frances Burton
 
November 21:  The Limerick Story
A light-hearted romp through the history of the 
limerick.  These five-line poems can be about almost 
anything – cities or historic events, science or 
fantasy, ordinary people or the famous – Winston 
Churchill or Aphrodite, Meghan or Lady Godiva, 
Jesus or Atilla the Hun.  As you may know, some 
limericks are ‘naughty’, but none of those will be part 
of this presentation.
Presenter:  Ed Rutherford
 
November 28:  The Art of Music-Making:  A Chat 
with a Pianist-Composer
This conversation with Benjamin Gabbay will take us 
through his journey from his first piano lessons to his 
academic studies of music as an art, a science, and 
a philosophy.  Benjamin will also perform a selection 
of piano pieces, including some of his own 
compositions.

Celebrations of Life:
     Ed Manchul               June 3
       Barbara Hodgins        April 28
       Gwenda Paterson      July 12
       Mary Anna Higgins     July 20
       Bill Smyth                  July 23
       Anna Fox                 July 7
       Andrew Toye           August 8

Marriages:
       Benjamin Howes and Jindy Jayanti     June 17
           
       Ryan Skelcher and Amber Kelly           September 1

We're putting together 
“Welcome Bags” for those 
who visit Jubilee for the 
first time.  
What do you think we 
should put in them? 
We have some ideas (Life Savers, 

Pen, Crayons, Church Contact information, Jubilee 
Pin) but we would love to hear your suggestions.  Our 
new Intern, Jason Meyers, would love to hear your 
ideas – it would also be a great way to meet him, too 

Also… who would give out these bags?  
Who will notice a new person?  
If you are interested in becoming 
a Sunday Ambassador, 
something like an observer, 
greeter, and community builder,  
Rev. Seli is building a team and 
will provide training for those 
who want to help Jubilee be 
aware and responsive to those who come through the 
door for the first time and for those who haven't 
shown up lately and risk falling through the cracks of 
a busy community.

Bag Ideas – talk with Jason 

Ready to Engage with People – talk with 
Norm
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Community Table Dinners continued through the summer.  We had from 40 to 50 people all summer and started off 
September with over 55 people.  We are pleased to see some new faces and are always happy to see our “regulars” 
too.  The October dinner is a full Thanksgiving dinner and is on Saturday, October 6th, not our usual second Saturday 
of the month.  We hope to see you there.  November will be on Saturday, November 10th.  We have been very 
fortunate to have had great help, especially with clean-up which is not the most exciting part of the dinner and 
appreciate all who come to lend a hand.

St. John’s Community Scholarship 
Last year, we merged with St. John’s United Church.  We have taken on a fantastic initiative that was established by 
them in 1998, and that is the St. John’s Community Scholarship. The Scholarship is awarded to a student or students 
each year who is going to pursue post-secondary education. The selection of the candidate is based on their 
academic standing, their community outreach, and consideration is given to those with financial need. Last year, we 
were not able to award a scholarship, and so this year we awarded two $1000.00 scholarships.  The two recipients 
were Daniel Collins and Chanelle Christmas-La Fleur. Read about them below.

From Daniel Collins:
Hello and thank you so much for giving me this opportunity to get this scholarship. To introduce myself: my name is 
Daniel Collins, I am 18 years old, I will be starting school at Seneca College in the fall, and I have been active in my 
church for almost nine years. At my church, Parkway Bible Church, I have been involved in many of the different 
youth groups and ministries they have; for example, I went to their camp, Camp Senda, for one summer. A few years 
later, when I was of age, I joined their leader in training Bravo program, where I learned so much about leadership 
and spirituality.  The next two years I was a counsellor, and this year I am the Bravo co-ordinator.

Another thing I have been a part of is the annual Philadelphia mission trip. This year is my 5th year going. I love 
working with kids, and I love being able to help anyone when I can. In this case, we are helping kids in a homeless 
shelter. We run a day camp for a week in August. In the fall I will be starting at Seneca College, King Campus; their 
Early Childhood Education (ECE) course.  Working with kids is what I feel is my calling from God!

Thank you so much for considering me!
God Bless!
Daniel Collins

From Chanelle Christmas-La Fleur:
I would like to thank Jubilee United very much for choosing me to be a recipient of this year’s St. John’s Community 
Scholarship. I am currently enrolled in my second year of the Liberal Arts program at Centennial College, Morningside 
Campus. When I finished high school, I had many interests, but I was not sure what I wanted to major in, so this is the 
perfect program for me.  I get to “test drive” courses like Psychology, Sociology, Philosophy, and Social and Moral 
Issues. On completion of this program, I hope to have a better idea of what I want to do in the future and plan to 
continue my studies.  When I’m not at school or doing homework, I enjoy helping around the church wherever I can – 
mostly at events like dinners, summer camps, Halloween, and most recently, Summer Sunday Club and the 
reorganization of the church’s music library. On Sunday mornings, I usually help in the Nursery or in the auditorium 
with Godly Play. I didn’t know about the scholarship, so was totally surprised when I was called up to the front for what 
I thought was an announcement for the Canada Day BBQ I was helping out with. Hearing all the nice things that 
people had to say about me made me very emotional and choked up;  I was literally left speechless! I would like to 
thank everyone who nominated and supported the idea of awarding me this scholarship.
Chanelle Christmas-La Fleur

Other Outreach items
As Thanksgiving is coming, I wanted to remind you that we accept food donations which can be placed in the box by 
the front entrance of the church.  The most needed items are cooking oil (any kind), and tuna.  Financial donations, 
which usually go further as the food bank is able to buy in bulk, are also accepted. Both of these donations go to The 
Community Share Food Bank that is on Overland Drive, near Don Mills and Lawrence.  

For many years, we have packed backpacks, usually in December, for those less fortunate who are on the streets of 
downtown Toronto. As noted, in the last few years, there are more groups and individuals doing similar things. So, I 
am working on what we will do this year.  I will keep you informed.

Any questions, thoughts, or ideas with respect to Outreach, please talk to me or email ionadw50@gmail.com.

Iona Williams, Chair of Outreach 
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Some of the Study Groups at Jubilee

Bible Study, every Tuesday Morning 8am – 9am.
The coffee is hot, and the people are welcoming.  An informal Bible Study that requires 
no prior knowledge of the Bible.  Together we read the Bible Passages for the upcoming 
Sunday church service, and we talk about them... how they sound, what they say to us, 
what they might mean to others.  We don't try to find agreement, just a little time to think 
and share the Word of God.  You are invited to come out at any time, and you can expect 
to be joined by 6 to 12 others.  

Living the Questions 
– Second and Fourth Tuesday of each month, 1-3pm. 

The coffee is on, there is usually fruit and maybe some cookies to share. Together we watch a 
dynamic video highlighting some part of our faith, with modern thought and commentary.  
We have ten years of previous material upon which to rely and some new material that Rev. 
Seli continues to find for us.   The group engages in the questions, challenges, and inspiration 
offered by "Progressive Christianity."
No previous experience is required… Honest!
The discussion is lively and friendly, and you can expect to be with 10 to 18 others in this 
group.

Theology on Tap
A chance to talk about things that matter in a safe, in a friendly way… 
We talk about God, the Church, Spiritual but NOT Religious, Ethics, Jesus… all sorts of things.  
We will meet on monthly on:
The Third Wednesday of the Month @7:30pm at Watt's Restaurant (Eglinton Square)  
On Facebook and in the Sunday Bulletin, before the gathering, we will post a Theological 
Thought, Quote, or Question that will be addressed at the upcoming evening. The discussion is 
also driven by current events and/or those who show up! 
Buy your own food and drink; bring your own opinion.  Norm will keep the conversation going.  

New Groups that are on their way:
Youth Bible Study
7 Week Meditation and Reflection Group
Re-Affirming and Exploring our Christian Faith

For more information on these Groups 
(or any that you would like to see), talk to Rev. Seli 
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The Benevolent Fund

Every time I write about the Benevolent Fund for Jubilation, it feels like I'm campaigning 
for your donations.   But, I'm not.

 
Many of us already give so much of ourselves, so many and much of our gifts and 
assets.  I'm not trying to get you to re-direct your givings or to give beyond your means 
or aspirations.  I just want you to know a little bit about what goes on with the 
Benevolent Fund. 

This Fund is a modest amount of money that is shared at my discretion with those in need.  I try to share this resource with those 
who might otherwise fall through the cracks:  those who have medical or financial needs that cannot be met through other 
agencies; those who have a one-time challenge that threatens their future.  We have helped new mothers and babies, seniors on a 
fixed income.  We have helped some folks buy books for school, go to summer camp, or get a Metropass for work.  We stress with 
our friends that this is a "one-time" assistance, not an on-going source of support and we are most likely to help by paying a utility 
bill online rather than handing over the money to the client. The folks that we help may have a variety of challenges, some of them 
are pretty obvious, others not so.   The folks we help often stick out in our community, but many do not.  In fact, there are probably 
people sitting next to you in church who have benefitted from our support once or twice. 
 
Today, I want to tell you about Grocery Cards.  We share a lot of them with a lot of different people.  Food is getting increasingly 
expensive, and we have friends who can make rent and pay utilities, but often at the expense of eating properly.  We do have a 
couple of excellent local food banks, but they can't always provide the food that our friends require.  Some have religious or cultural 
needs that aren't regularly met by our food banks.  One woman, in particular, wanted to be sure that I thanked the people of Jubilee 
because she comes to us once or twice a year to get Grocery Cards so that she can buy the specific food needed by a member of 
her family that is never available at a food bank.   She lives with three generations of family, everyone contributing to the well being 
and maintenance of the whole family and our modest help makes it possible for them to stay together and care for each other.  
When she checks in with me, she talks about the joys of her family and life, the pride in what her family accomplishes, and how 
they live; she doesn't speak of need, she speaks of gratitude.   She wants you to know that her whole family appreciates your 
compassion.   Hers is but one story that I could tell; they all end the same way, they end in gratitude.

Thank you for all that you have done in the past.  Should you wish to contribute in the future, donations can be made directly to me, 
but also to the Church office or in the Offering Box in an envelope marked "Benevolent Fund".  These donations will be added to 
your other church donations, and you will receive a Tax Receipt.

In the words of our friends, “Thank You”.

st rd
1  and 3  Monday at 8:35pm

in the Sanctuary
Lead by Rev. Norm

with music by 
Benjamin Gabbay

Join us for some peace a quiet…
A chance to breathe and to wonder. 
It really is better when you're here. 

thOctober 1 and 22(4  Monday)
November 5 and 19.
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You are invited to the table!
You are invited to bring your chicken – your way!!

You are invited to share your story!
thOn Saturday, October 13  at 6:30pm, you are invited to make enough 

chicken for six people and bring it to Jubilee.  
 
Whatever chicken recipe you like… it might be a family tradition, 
something that reminds of you a time or place; it might be something that 
you discovered recently.
Chicken Tikka, Pot Pie, Stir Fried, Deep Fried, Casserole, Jerk, Soup, 
anything!

We live in an amazingly diverse world of food, stories, and experiences 
and we want to share a few of them.  You don't have to bring chicken to 
join us – come for the food and the stories – but if you are willing to make 
food and/or if you are willing to share a story about the chicken we want 
to share.

To find out more contact Rev. Seli; To let us know that you 
are coming and/or that you are bringing chicken, contact 
the Church Office, 
or Sign Up in the Church Foyer. 

Don't always have time for Study Groups or Lectures at the Jubilee, 
but still want to dig deeper into your faith? 

Wouldn't Home Delivery be great?
What do you think about an afternoon or evening of Food, Friends, and Faith?
 
If you would like to host a dinner, lunch, dessert, wine and cheese, bbq, or a pot-luck for 6 to 8 

friends, Rev. Norm and/or our intern, Jason Meyers would love to join you, present a topic of your choosing and lead a 
discussion.   You can pick any topic you like, but allow us to suggest the following that are already packaged and ready for 
delivery:

Bible Basics Prayer     Holy Spirit     United Church of Canada
Jesus     Easter     Christmas     Baptism/Communion

Living in the World Faithfully      Evil and Suffering

This is good for any age or stage of faith; Rev. Norm and Jason will bring knowledge, experience and handouts and/or video 
material that we explore together.  They will come to your home or, if you prefer we can arrange a time at the church and pot-
luck or order take out.  For parents of young children, we can gather at Jubilee and arrange babysitting at the church.   
The idea is to get people together to talk about some of the things that matter and to provide easy access to the knowledge 
and experience of Jubilee's resident theologians.  

So, put some friends together and get Jubilee to Deliver! 
Don't have a group of friends in mind?  Tell us what topics interest you, and when we get more than 4 interested, we'll 
find a date and do it at Jubilee. 
To make a date or for more information, contact 
Rev. Norm -  (416)447-6846 x103  nseli@jbuileeunited.ca
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United Church of Canada  GC43
The Triennial Gathering of the General Council of the United Church has come and gone; 
amidst great music, worship, and business meetings, there were powerful moments of 
holiness and hope.  Over 350 people representing the church from across the country 
committed to a deeper relationship with the Indigenous Church and were fiercely challenged 
to acknowledge and respond to privilege, ways of dominance and systemic racism in our 
church and communities.  A new Moderator, Rev. Richard Bott, was elected and we enacted 
all seven remits that the wider church voted on last year.  It is official: We are changing!  
Here are the remits that will shape our church structure as of January 1, 2019.    

Remit 1: Three Council Model
This remit represents a major change to the structure of the church—Presbyteries and Conferences will no 
longer exist. The new structure will be made up of three councils, or levels, with specific ministries and 
responsibilities: Communities of Faith, Regional Councils, and the General Council. 

Remit 2: Elimination of Transfer and Settlement
Settlement and Transfer committees will no longer exist. Communities of Faith will find their own ministers 
through needs assessment and search committees (as Jubilee has always done).

Remit 3: Office of Vocation
The church will have a new Office of Vocation overseen by an elected body that honours intercultural mission 
and ministry in the church. This Office will manage all things related to ministry, and elect a Board of Vocation 
comprised of ministers and laypeople from across the church. The Board will establish standards for education, 
training, admissions, and accreditation.

Remit 4: Funding a New Model
There will be one assessment model to fund General Council and the Regional Councils that is more equitable 
and transparent, and fairly recognizes rural and smaller congregations' financial constraints. Governance and 
associated support services at all levels of the church will be funded through assessments. A consistent, 
revenue-based assessment formula (4.5 per cent) will replace the more than 30 different formulas currently in 
place. Mission & Service donations will be used solely to fund the church's ministry and mission. 

Remit 5: Ministry Partners within Mutual Recognition Agreements
A new ministry status—ministry partner—will identify ministers serving in the United Church under mutual 
recognition agreements. While under appointment or call, a ministry partner would be equivalent to an ordered 
minister in terms of membership and responsibilities. Ministry partners will be eligible for calls or 
appointments just like any other United Church minister. 
 

Remit 7: Candidacy Pathway
There will be a new, flexible process for becoming a member of the Order of Ministry (ordained or diaconal 
minister.) The Candidacy Pathway will allow those who feel called to ministry leadership to enter the pathway 
through the candidacy boards within the Office of Vocation. 

Remit 8: A Step Towards a New Model of Membership
Full members will now allow adherents to vote on all matters at community of faith meetings. This change will 
allow local ministries to vary their membership policy to suit their situations.
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thCouncil held their first mee�ng a�er the summer break on Monday, September 10 . Council welcomed Susan Jane 
Bynoe, our new Worship Chair and Jason Meyers, our new intern.  Jason comes to us highly recommended by the 
previous congrega�ons who have worked with him.

During the Minister's reports, Anne Dionisio men�oned that the successful summer program was a�ended by 12 
children.  The program of ac�vi�es was enjoyed by all and included a Canada Day party and bonfire.   The entertaining 
Dr. When announcements, which were made during the Sunday services, were popular with both children and adults. 
 
Norm Seli reported that he discussed the proposed plans for the Memorial Gi�s with several others.  These people 
suggested the use of a movable scroll rather than a fixed monument to honour those who have made Memorial Gi�s.  
Muffin and Pot Luck church is being planned for October.  Pancake church will be on hiatus un�l Minister Anne returns 
to us.   Norm and Jason are discussing their plans to work together from now un�l April 2019.  Jason will be preaching 

that the next Sunday Service on September 16 .

In the Treasurer's report, Gary Norris reported that dona�ons for YTD July 2018 envelopes and PAR are up 4% and 
11% over budget respec�vely.  Our total expenses are within budget.  Therefore, Gary forecasts that our deficit may 
be $55K instead of the originally budgeted $85k.  However, some expenses are s�ll outstanding from the St. John's 
merger and repairs & maintenance expenses.

In New Business, Council discussed the Scouts' request for further involvement with Jubilee.  We expect to have them 
par�cipate in a worship service for Lord Baden Powell's birthday in February 2019. If anyone wishes to work with the 
Scouts for another event in the future, please check with Barb Secord for the facili�es arrangements.

During Council Chair reports, Mike Flynn brought forward the request from Li�le Acorns Day Care for more space.  
Council decided that we do not have the capacity to provide them with more space at the current �me.  We will 
consider their request again when future changes are being made to the building.

Chair of Refugees, Amanda McKenzie, reported that our 4th refugee family now has refugee status.  We will now help 
this family with jobs and housing.  We expect our expenses to remain within the amounts currently in our refugee 
fund.

Daniel Gaito, Chair of Property, reported that indoor and outdoor repairs and maintenance have been completed as 
well as carpet/floor cleaning.  The items brought from St. John's have been integrated with our own with help from 
Iona Williams, Megan Williams, Fran Crabe, Pat Lansche, and Barb Secord.  His commi�ee is moving forward to plan 
the future changes to our building.

Under Pastoral Care, Ruth Nichol's group has done some visi�ng.  Please let her know of anyone with an illness.

Charlie Sco� reported that he has found a chair for Fellowship and is in the process of pu�ng a commi�ee together.  
They will be planning social events for people of all ages, and some group trips are a possibility in the future.

Under M&P, Valerie Winters reported that we have new bass and alto leads for the choir.  Daniel is on staff now, and 
th

Anne is going on maternity leave on September 16 .  Council thanked Anne for her contribu�ons to Jubilee.  Anne will 
thbe returning to us on May 15  2019.

th
The next Council mee�ng is on Tuesday, October 9  in the Garden Room at 7 pm.

Thank you and enjoy our fall months to come,
Elizabeth
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