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This edition of Jubilation is coming out a little later 
than usual. One of the reasons is that yours truly 
has been particularly busy in the last couple of 
months with funerals.  We’ve all been busy with 
funerals, as dear friends, pillars of our community, 
loved ones, and companions on the journey, have 
died.   We know in our heads that death is part of 
life, and we may not be afraid or in denial, but it still 
takes a toll on our hearts. When there are many 
deaths in a family or a community, we are often 
given the opportunity to share the comfort and 
wisdom of our faith with someone who is searching 
or grieving.  They look at us in the eye and ask if it’s 
going to be okay?  Is death the end of everything?  
What does your God have to say to me in my pain 
or worry? What does our faith have to offer in the 
face of death?  The promise of a heavenly abode if 
we are worthy?  A refuge in our grief?  A connection 
to thousands of years of tradition?  Perhaps some 
or all of these things resonate with you.  But I think 
that there is something more basic to our faith, 
more fundamental than the promise of Jesus’ 
Father’s house with many rooms; truths that can 
resonate with others and that we can feel deep 
inside our bones.   By the time you read this, Ash 
Wednesday will have passed.  Some of you may 
have attended one of our services, or taken a 
moment to have ashes rubbed on your forehead 
with the words, “You are dust, and to dust, you shall 
return” spoken to you in love.   Essentially, those 
words are saying “You’re going to die”.   How can 
that possibly be said in a loving way?  There are 
many teachings in our Christian faith, but for me, 
there are two central stories.   These stories are not 

the only important stories or lessons, and they may 
not even be the most important, but they are central 
to our Christian faith.  The centre, not around the 
teachings of Jesus, but around the event of Jesus.   
The first is the Christmas Story.  This story, as 
simple or fantastic as it may seem, asserts that 
Jesus is somehow both Divine and Human:  He is 
us, but he is also something eternal.  Some may 
read the Christmas story as an assertion that the 
one that we follow is better than any others because 
he is the “Son of God”.   I don’t think that the 
Christmas Story proves the superiority of our Jesus. 
Instead, I believe that the Nativity Story, the 
Christmas assertion, is that there is more to our 
humanity that we know:  That God, the eternal, is 
with us in the human experience.   There is no 
aspect of our experience or existence that is “God-
Free”; God is with us in the human experience.   
The eternal is present in the mundane.   On Ash 
Wednesday we are reminded that we are dust, but 
that dust is not simply the dirt that builds up behind 
the couch; it is also stardust.  It is the stuff of 
creation.  It is the stuff of which the baby Jesus was 
made.   We are made of the same stuff as the 
cosmos, and if Jesus is both human and divine, 
then we are made of the same stuff as God.   This 
has been important to me as I realize that the very 
human experience that we go through in death or in 
grieving the death of a loved one is not all there is to 
us: we are not just mundane grief; we are also 
glorious.   We are not alone. The other central story 
is the Easter Story.  I may not be in the majority 
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here, but I feel very strongly that the story of the 
resurrection is not a story about our hero (Jesus, 
again) coming back from the dead to prove that he 
is mightier than all the others.   If that were the 
case, then upon emerging from the tomb, Jesus 
would have done a victory lap and confronted Pilate 
and Herod; he would have “Lorded it” over all those 
who doubted or failed to stand up with him in his 
time of persecution and execution.  Instead, Jesus 
went to those who were lost, hurt, grieving and 
afraid, and he showed them that he had been 
transformed.  Transformed:  Remember how Mary 
failed to recognize him in the garden; how the 
couple on the road to Emmaus had no idea of his 
identity; or how Thomas needed to touch the 
wounds to be sure that it was Jesus?   The risen, 
resurrected Jesus was still Jesus, but he was 
different – his dust was also stardust.   In the 
resurrection, Jesus showed us that death is not the 
end of anything, no matter how final and 
government-sanctioned it may be.  Scripture and 
Christian tradition insist that resurrection is not just 
for Jesus, but for all of us –  believers and non-
believers alike.  We are all dust; we are all stardust.  
These stories reveal truths that lie deep within our 
hearts and bones:  that death is not the end and 
that it is our destiny to be one with God.  In short, 
God is part of us, and we are part of God.  The 
veracity of these “truths” is not guaranteed by the 
historical accuracy of our scripture. Instead, the 
truth of the stories is confirmed by the feeling in our 
bones – we know that there is more; we just don’t 
know how to describe it or talk about it. What has 
been particularly important to me and to others in 
the past couple of months is that we are 
transformed by our experience of death, not erased.  
And the love that we share with others does not 
end; it, too,  is transformed.    So, I know that this 
isn’t my usual “Notes from Norm”, not a lot of smiles 
or chuckles, but our faith is not always about smiles 
and chuckles… it is about love, transformation, and 
finding ways to trust and express those truths that 
we feel deep in our bones.  Love Matters.  We are 
not alone and we ain’t seen or experienced it 
all….In love,                

Over the next couple of years at Jubilee, we are 
hoping to explore God through some specific 
perspectives. We want to celebrate and wonder 
about God as viewed through the lens of 
Indigenous Peoples, of Queer Culture, of 
specific ethnic experiences.   As we devote a 
Sunday to a specific theme, we will not be 
claiming an ultimate truth or complete 
experience, but exploring a new perspective that 
can broaden our understanding and invite a 
more complete experience of God and faith.  
Going forward, we are open to your 
suggestions, involvement, and support. We 
hope that you will be inspired to help us share a 
special service with your own insight, 
experience, and faith.

Every person’s individual experience, cultural 
experience, social experience, and personal 
preference provides a unique perspective into 
the nature, love, and action of God.

We plan to do this three or four times a year, 
and we will begin on  Sunday, May 26th.

The God that we have come to know in 
Jesus and have further experienced in our 
lives and the lives of others is deep, broad 
and diverse.  There is room at God’s table for 
more, and with each new experience and 
story shared, we get to know a little more 
about God. 

In Sunday Worship that day, Cheryl Colford and 
the Jubilee Team will help us to experience 
God through a Feminist lens.  What insight 
can we gain when we explore the sacred 
feminine when we imagine Jesus through the 
experience of women?  How might we respond 
in love and justice to women in our society and 
culture?   What can we learn?  What can we 
share?     This will be a beginning, and we hope 
that you will not only join us on the journey, but 
help us set the course as well.  
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SINGLES, PAIRS OR GROUPS OF FOUR CAN BE ACCOMMODATED

10:00 - 12:00� Bridge Instruction: More Takeout Doubles and Advances

If this is not convenient there will be a Registration Day at 

 1:00 - 3:00�           More Bridge Instruction: More Takeout Doubles and Advances

12:00 - 1:00�� Lunch (included in the fee)

Information on Registration

 From 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

REGISTER EARLY AS THIS EVENT NORMALLY FILLS QUICKLY

COST:  $60.00 cash or current cheques payable to Jubilee United Church

Jubilee on Friday, March1, 2019 

At

BRIDGE INSTRUCTION BY JOHN RAYNER

JUBILEE SPRING BRIDGE 2019
JUBILEE UNITED CHURCH

40 Underhill Dr.

ONE DAY ONLY:  FRIDAY, APRIL 12, 2019

PROGRAM:
 9:15 am� � Get name tags and meet over coffee

Benjamin Gabbay:    Piano

Claire Latosinksy:     Classical Singer

Nicholas Wanstall:    Organ

 JUBILEE    SOCIAL   COMMITTEE
In our first year as a new Social Committee, we have established four activities that we hope will be of interest to you and to your 

friends as well.

1. On Saturday, March 30th, from 2:00pm to 3:30pm, we are presenting a concert titled “Music for a Saturday Afternoon” 
featuring the following artists:

Come and listen to these outstanding young musicians as they perform at Jubilee. Cost is $15 per person / $10 students, 

refreshments provided.

2. Judy Olson of the Social Committee has organized a Bid Euchre card activity that is now underway and invites all that 
who have an interest to attend.  Instruction is provided so please let Judy know of your interest (phone 647 352 0357.)

3. On Saturday, May 25th, we have a “Day Trip” planned to the quaint village of St. Jacobs and have a few seats still

available for this trip. If interested, please add your name to the “Sign-up” sheet in the foyer of the church as soon as conveniently 

possible.

4. Lastly, we are in the planning stages of a “Murder Mystery Dinner “ to be held on  Saturday, evening Oct. 19th. Please do 
not miss this opportunity to witness a murder mystery while enjoying a fine dinner with friends. 

For further information, please contact Ann Howes or Charlie Scott.
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Thank you for your continued support in 2019.

Twice a year, plants are sent to members of our congregation who would like to but are no longer able to come to 
church.  The church is decorated for Christmas, Easter, and Thanksgiving, and we maintain the floral display in the 
sanctuary throughout the year.

Please complete the form below and send it with your donation.  It can be submitted by mail, handed into the church 
office, or placed on the collection plate.

I would like to make a donation of $________ to the Memorial Flower Fund.

Name:_______________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________

Envelope Number:_______ [if known]

All donations to the fund are tax-deductible.   Dedications/donations are acknowledged each year on Easter Sunday 
when the Memorial List is published.

st
In order to publish the Memorial List on Easter Sunday, April 21 , the form below must be received on or before Palm 
Sunday, April 14, 2019.

   Cathy Leeson, Flower Committee Head

Memorial Flower Fund Donation
[Jubilee United Church, 40 Underhill Drive, Toronto, Ontario   M3A 2J5]

Dedication:

 

JUBILEE UNITED CHURCH MEMORIAL FLOWER FUND
The Flower Committee needs your support to continue decorating our church – both Financially and Physically.

We thank everyone for their support in 2018. 
    �

It will be an intimate service of worship around the table sharing food and 
friendship. 

Just so you know, the word "maundy" likely comes from the mangling of the Latin “Mandatum novum do vobis” (“a 
new commandment I give to you”) 

Now that you know everything, perhaps you would like to join us at Jubilee for a 

 Maundy Thursday
Maundy Thursday, also called Holy Thursday, is the Thursday before Easter. 
Christians remember it as the day of the Last Supper when Jesus washed the feet of 
his disciples and established the ceremony known as the Eucharist or Communion. 

Maundy Thursday Service to be held on 
Thursday, April 18th at 6:00pm.

The service will be casual and intimate, and you are invited.
All that we ask is that you sign up so that we can prepare the appropriate amount of 
food for all.  The sign-up sheet should be easy to find in the front foyer in March… 
or you can phone the church office, or even email nseli@jubileeunited.ca

In the sharing of a simple meal, we will search for meaning in the symbols and 
memories that are always with us.  We will have foot and/or hand washing; we will 
share food, laughter, and companionship; and we will complete the evening with 
candles and a shared telling of The Last Supper, the Betrayal, the Trial and 
Crucifixion of Jesus. 
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In Genesis 2:19, we read that God allows Adam to 
name all the animals.  This is a sign of a deep 
relationship.  God is saying to humanity: “You are 
responsible for things you name.”  The picture we 
see emerge from the biblical creation narratives is 
that the gift of our lives comes with responsibilities:  
responsibilities to God, to each other, and to the rest 
of creation.  

When we look to the parabolic wisdom of Hebrew 
cosmology found in the Old Testament, we see that 
on the same day that God made animals, 
humankind is also made.  God’s purpose, therefore, 
is that we do not stand in isolation from the rest of 
creation; rather, we are created to exist in 
relationship with other living things.  Toads and 
tigers, figs and fir trees, we all receive the gift of our 
being from the Creator.  We are all valued by the 
Creator.  We are all in this together.  The Old 
Testament scholar, Walter Bruggerman, puts it this 
way: “all creation is one, every creature in 
community with each other, living in harmony and 
security toward the joy and well-being of every other 
creature.”

In Genesis1:28, we read the well-known passage 
that humanity should "have dominion over the fish 
of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth.”  It is 
vital to note that dominion does not mean 
domination, rather it means care-taking and 
stewardship. We are intended to be protectors of 
creation, not just consumers of creation.

God’s vision is that the holy relationship between 
God, humanity and the rest of creation is to be a 
covenantal relationship. While created in God’s own 
image, humanity is also created free - out of our 
freedom, we can honour our covenantal relationship 

Living With Respect in Creation
A theological perspective on faith and the 
environment  
By Jason Meyers

From within a United Church of Canada theological 
perspective, we affirm that the cosmos and the life 
contained within is not simply a passive object of 
God’s intention.  Our 1940 faith document, A 
Statement of Faith, asserts the active participation 
of creation alongside the Triune God to fulfill God’s 
“holy, wise and good purposes".  This begs the 
question: What are these holy, wise and good 
purposes?

with God and the rest of 
creation, or not.  As 
articulated in A 
Statement of Faith, 
man can "use his 
freedom of choice for 
low and selfish ends, 
thus estranging 
himself”,  and based on 
what we see in our 
world, it is clear that we 
have used our freedom 
in unhealthy ways.  Climate change, pollution, 
deforestation, habitat loss, and species-extinction 
are real-world examples of our conflation of 
domination with dominion.  We have broken the 
covenant with God and humanity is becoming 
estranged from the natural systems that support life 
on earth.

As Christians, we can look to Jesus as a way back 
into a covenantal relationship.  Our faith affirms that 
Jesus is both the cosmic logos through whom all of 
creation came into being, and the Galilean Jew with 
dirt in his sandals.  He walked the hills and fields of 
rural Galilee, he used earth images and metaphors 
to touch the hearts of a people who knew the land.  
“The kingdom is like a mustard seed”, he said.  So 
small, yet bursting with the latent potential to 
manifest magnificence and beauty.  “Consider the 
lilies of the field”, he said.  So fleeting, yet infused 
with steadfast faith in the wisdom of its creator.  
“Feed my sheep”, he said.  So simple, yet charged 
with a missional urgency that can change the world.  
He spoke to people’s hearts, and in so doing, 
revealed God’s loving intention for all of creation.  
As A Song of Faith says, Jesus came to announce 
"the coming of God’s reign — a commonwealth not 
of domination but of peace, justice, and 
reconciliation.”

Despite being equal to God, Jesus did not seek to 
dominate creation.  He witnessed rather to service, 
selfless love, care, and concern for all humanity and 
for the rest of creation.  As his disciples, we are 
called to model his ways of radical inclusivity, 
compassion and justice for all beings.  We are 
called to live out our faith in a way that renews the 
covenantal relationship between ourselves, God 
and the entirety of creation.  As our A New Creed 
states, our responsibility as a church is to "live with 
respect in Creation."

Winter/Spring Jubilation 2019. . . pg 



6

Under his Finance/Investment committee reports, Alan Bone 

reported that our investments are down slightly by about 3% 

due to the economic environment. We began our investments 

with $2.1m and despite being conservative, our investments 

are down with the market.

Barbara Rutherford and her Facilities committee have met with 

all of our contract tenants and we now have signed contracts 

from all of them.

Council approved the Property Framework and Timeline for 

building improvements as presented by Daniel Gaito, Chair of 

Property. We intend to conserve and enhance the building so 

that it will work well for our programs.  Our objectives are to 

keep the building presentable and secure, maintain funds to 

protect longevity, keep a balanced budget, have an approved 

Masterplan and report on our progress against this plan.    

Repairs and maintenance will be carried out in the short term, 

along with discussions about our larger kitchen and storage 

improvements.  The Framework and Timeline for building 

improvements will be discussed with the congregation during 

the Annual Meeting. 

Iona Williams informed us that our Community Table dinners 

continue to be well attended.  Her committee assisted with 

gifts and crafts for the Christmas party for refugees with the 

youth of Parkway Bible Church.  A cheque was given to the 

Food Bank again this year and more diapers were collected 

this year than last year.  Our help was greatly appreciated.  

Cards and gift bags were made by her committee and other 

volunteers, and were distributed to Christmas Service 

attendees both at Donway Place and here at Jubilee.

Charlie Scott informed us that the Social Committee, led by 

Ann Howes as Chair, will hold a bus trip to St. Jacobs in May 

2019 and a Murder Mystery Dinner in October 2019.  Many 

people have already signed up for the St. Jacobs trip.

Presbytery has been disbanded due to the new United Church 

structure.  Julie Crann gave her last report for Presbytery in 

December, 2018.  Fran Crabe let us know that the UCW 

Ruth Nicholls reported that during the end of 2018 and early 

2019, her Pastoral Care Committee were busy with telephone 

calls and cards for illnesses.  The committee has lost several 

key committee members and is looking for new members.

As a result of the Budget discussions, Council has decided to 

do a review of our events and pricing approach in 2019 to see 

if we need to make any changes. 

for labour to help Barb Secord with Facilities, $16K for salary 

increases as per the United Church, $7k to fund our Rimbala 

program, and $5K for additional building expenses.

Council Report

Council has held three Council Meetings since my last report.  
,hThese Council meetings took place on Tuesday December 10  

th 2018, Tuesday, January, 14 2019, and Sunday, February 10, 

2019.

Our Christmas services were well attended.  The creche with 

the manger scene containing the donation of Christmas story 

figures brought interest from the community.  The windows 

behind the creche were colourfully painted to celebrate 

Christmas.

  

In the new year, Muffin Church and Liturgical Dance during our 

February services added new dimensions to our worship 

services.  Our worship services continue to be well attended to 

date in 2019.

 

We participated in the United Church Halo project in January 

at a cost of $500.  This project will document Jubilee's 

activities and measure our value to our community.  This will 

be useful information for planning future programs. 

Our intern, Jason Meyers, continues his ministry with us and 

has led several church services.  Our minister, Rev. Norm Seli, 

is looking forward to his new role as Chair of The Board of 

Vocation for the United Church and will balance it with his work 

at Jubilee.

  

In the Treasurer's Reports, Gary Norris let us know that he had 

significant problems with the ADP staff payroll in December 

and into the new year.  Hopefully these problems will be 

resolved soon by working with ADP.

Council voted to receive our Preliminary 2019 Budget. The 

budgeted deficit is $94K, which is about $25K higher than our 

2018 Preliminary Financial Results. Revenue is budgeted at 

$435K which is with $15k more than our Preliminary Financial 

Results; this additional $15K in revenue will come from an 

additional $11K from our annual fundraising appeal and $4K 

from givings and fundraising donations.  Expenses are 

budgeted at $529K which are $40K higher than our 2018 

Preliminary Financial Results; this $40K is composed of $12K 

Council voted to receive the 2018 Preliminary Financial 

Results showing a Deficit of $70K.  This $70K deficit is higher 

than the $63k previously reported but it is $15K less than our 

budgeted deficit of $85k.  Our Revenue is about $21k over 

budget due to Christmas givings, estate gifts (received one 

unexpected $5k gift) and higher than budgeted facilities 

rentals.  Our expenses are $6K over budget primarily due to 

the repairs and maintenance of our building.   We continue to 

manage our expenses well.

continued on pg 7
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Council Report continued from pg 6

Presbyterial Committee enjoyed a last dinner and 

evening together.

Attendance at our Sunday worship services and 

events is up over last year.  We are a growing 

church, and our challenge will be to offer quality 

programs while managing our resources to sustain 

us into future years.

thOur Annual Meeting is on Sunday, March 24  

2019 in the auditorium after our Sunday worship 

service.  I hope to see you all there!

Elizabeth Clarke

1:00-2:30 p.m.

Individual Lectures $10

“COMPOSERS AND THEIR MUSIC”

Cost of Series $25

March 6:   The Strauss Family from Vienna
Vienna 1848 – The Austro-Hungarian Empire is in political turmoil, but the music, the Viennese lifeblood, has never been 
more cheerful.  We'll meet the Stauss family which dominates the light music scene, and get to know also some of  its juicy 
stories and scandals.

March 13:  Robert Schumann – Scenes from Childhood
For Robert Schumann, “childhood” was paradise lost, the only truly happy time of  his life.  Throughout his adult life, 
recollections of  that blissful period emerge in his work.  In our meeting, we will get to know three piano works of  a 
composer who never grew up.

March 27:  The Golden Age – Music in Elizabethan England
“When griping grief  the heart doth wound,
And doleful dumps the mind oppress,

With speedy help doth lend redress.”
Then musick, with her silver sound,

March 20:  The Pilgrimage of Franz Liszt
In sharp contrast to his famous fireworks for the piano, Franz Liszt's “Annees de pelerinage” is a poetic work, a window to 
a soul of  a young artist whose fascination with literature, nature, art and history inspired the creation of  this piano cycle.

Walter Raleigh, Shakespeare, Francis Drake, Christopher Marlowe:  Truly the golden age of  England, and music did not 
lag behind.  Domestic music-making was THE fashion under the reign of  the virgin queen.

The Jubilee Living and Learning

SPRING 2019
LECTURE SERIES

OUR PRESENTER:
JOSEPH SHARON has been immersed in the arts from a very young age.  This passion led him to earning 
a Bachelor's Degree at the academy of Music and Dance in Jerusalem, Israel, prior to travelling to Milan, 
Italy to study at the Civica Scuola di Musica and later to Switzerland, where he studied Performance 
Practice of Music from the Renaissance and Middle Ages at the Schola Cantorum in Basel.

 January 14                        Jack Cranston

 January 29                           Doris Hearst

       Marriages:  

 January 25                           Agnes Klassen

  

 January 25                           Jack Gilmour

 February 23  Helen Novac

 February 8  Joyce Bremner
 February 12  Irene Leeson

Life Events:

 Celebrations of Life:       

 January 28              Ken Allen

 January 30                           Marg Slemon

 November 17                      Colleen Ribble and Andy MacKay              
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A special thank you to our fearless President, Cheron Christmas-Lafleur, for her tireless organizational skills on behalf 
of the choir. The library is in excellent shape, and we hope that by September 2019, we will have the folios from St. 
John’s fully integrated so that we have one, massive choral library. 

Message from the Music Director

Many blessings, 

It has been a cold winter, but the music program has warmed the hearts of many. I am very thankful to be leading this 
ministry at Jubilee. A special thank you to the choir members who worked so hard over Christmas, and were bright 
eyed and bushy tailed on January 3rd when we commenced rehearsals for the beginning of 2019!

We have fortunate to have a growing choir ministry and welcome new members Heather Callbeck, Lori Mater, and 
Elda Scott. The soprano section thanks you!  A great deal of credit goes to our fine choral leads who work hard to set 
an excellent example. They also shine in the context of solos, quartets, and other configurations during the Sunday 
morning worship services. We also had some very fine backup singing for our successful January Muffin Church. 
Thanks to all who participated and backed up the amazing band!

The choir is busy preparing the Hallelujah choruses from Handel’s Messiah and Judas Maccabeus. It is great fun to 
re-visit these beloved choral works that have a long and treasured relationship with Easter morning. Additionally, we 
are excited to be participating as the “radio’ chorus” on Saturday, May 11, as the famous Jubilaires return!  We are 
enhancing a wonderful rendition of Hollywood Cavalcade (mid-1930s fun!), and it is exciting to try out a new role. 

Rimbala is going extremely well!  We have some new members and interest from new retirement home companies, 
senior’s care facilities and outside community groups. My work at Baycrest Health Sciences starts in March and no 
doubt I will learn many new things that will help enhance the connection between music, ageing and the brain.

Dr. Daniel Rubinoff 

The Benevolent Fund

2018 was a remarkable year in many ways. Remarkable in that your support of the Benevolent 
Fund was at an all-time high.  Thank you.  Remarkable also because requests to the Benevolent 
Fund were also at an all-time high: more people in need and expressed needs becoming more 
varied and expensive.  The price of food went up, and most other basic costs went up as well.  It 
has been hard for many.  In 2019, we anticipate food costs continuing to go up, as well as the 
cost of rent, utilities, education, care, and support.  To that end, I am doing my best to share 
judiciously and to continue to insist that we are a “once a year” kind of place.  We can be 
imaginative about how we help, but we need to keep funds on hand for the next request, the 
newcomer, the dramatic need that we can’t quite anticipate, but we know will come along. 

This is not a request for support, I will do all that I can with what we have, knowing that we can never do it all…but we 
can make a difference in a few lives at a time. Imagine how it feels to cover your rent when you’ve been losing sleep 
for a week fearing for your home; think how it must feel to finally have some help with a bill or child care expense that 
means that you can go to school and find a way out of the life that seems so limited today… you have been making 
these kinds of thing possible.  You have helped provide food for a father who is hungry, but more concerned that is 
daughter has what she needs.  You have paid for school books and bus passes; helped provide an after-school 
program – or simply gave someone a good night’s sleep.  The line that separates any of us from poverty is very thin, 
and you have helped some get over it.  You should also know that a number of the people that we have helped have 
continued on upward trajectories and been able to turn things around, even contribute to the very fund that helped 
them only a couple of years before.  

Although you may never know to whom these gifts have been given, rest assured that they are greatly appreciated 
and might even be helping the person sitting next to you on a Sunday morning.  Donations can be given to me 
directly, but are more likely to be properly receipted and/or included in your donations if dropped off at the office or in 
the Offering Box on Sunday.   I thank you for your on-going support of the Benevolent Fund.

Norm
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 Words and Music celebrating the beginning of Holy Week, 

Just to keep you up to date for Holy Week and Easter

 PALM SUNDAY

th April 14 , 10:30 am

MAUNDY THURSDAY
An informal celebration of the Last Supper.  Story telling and personal reflection around a 
meal, led by Rev. Seli and Jason Meyers

thThursday, April 18 , 6:00 pm

Holy Week Study Group

Out on the Labyrinth at 8:00 am. – Inside/Outside (depending on the weather) – guitar and 
voice provide an informal celebration of Jesus' resurrection and the joy of new life!   

EASTER SUNDAY

Rev. Seli will lead the discussion.  The Coffee will be hot, the welcome warm, 
and the discussion worth your time and effort. 

The Big One!!  Words and Music; Celebration for the Whole Family.  

(Come early and join us for breakfast at 9:00 am)

What does it mean that “Christ is Risen”?

Afterwards, stay for breakfast!

Join us in the Garden Room every morning

GOOD FRIDAY

stEASTER “SON”RISE SERVICE  Sunday, April 21  

stApril 21 , 10:30 am 

Monday – Friday, April 15-19, 8-8:50 am

The story of the Passion.  A time for personal reflection and an opportunity to engage with the cross 
and understand the story of Jesus' crucifixion.   

th
Friday,  April 19 , 10:30 am

There's even going to be a BAPTISM!
Even if you've never been to church before, there is something here for you!  

What does it mean historically, but perhaps more importantly, what does it mean 
to Paul, to the United Church of Canada, 
and most importantly, what does it mean to us? 

(or just one morning)  for some reflection and discussion.
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Just in case you missed this year's Jubilee Christmas Windows, and our outdoor Creche, we took a few pictures.
Thanks to Donna Rutz for her design, artistry and hard work, as well as Jo Dullard and Lee-Ann Ahlstrom who 
did what they were told and coloured inside the lines.   Thanks to everyone who brought in Nativity Figures so that we 
could open people eyes and hearts. 
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Rev. Norm Seli

As many of you will know, the United Church of Canada restructured rather 
dramatically on January 1, 2019.  Gone are Presbyteries and Conferences, replaced 
by 17 Regions across the country with dedicated staff and volunteers.  Our General 
Council Executive has been reduced from over 50 members to 18 members including 
the Moderator, Past Moderator, and General Secretary.  There have been a great 
many reductions as we strive to become not only more economical, but also more 
responsive to a changing world.  

It was in the midst of this realization that I felt that God was calling me to be part of something new: An 
Office of Vocation not yet ruled by efficiency and habit, but able to prioritize access, inclusion, justice, and 
love.  A body that can function nationally, and thereby overcome regional disparity and offer consistent 
support to our ministers and communities across this vast and diverse country.

I wondered what I might have to offer this calling and what this new body might have to offer the United 
Church of Canada. I had heard a lot of skepticism, and even some fear of what this Office of Vocation might 
mean for the on-the-ground leadership of our United Church and I didn’t want to be part of something so 
scary.  Then I reflected on the challenges that I had experienced in my own ministry, in trying to help 
Candidates for Ministry, in wading through the regional differences that baffled and confused all but the most 
immersed of our leaders.  I realized that even the best systems seem to eventually evolve into different 
expressions of efficiency, losing track of our best aspirations in the name of getting things done quickly and 
easily (easily for some, anyway).   

However, not everything has been a reduction. We have also made a significant 
addition: The Office of Vocation.    The Office of Vocation is essentially a regulatory 
college that supports the processes for the discernment and training of ministry 
personnel, the determination of their fitness/readiness for accreditation, the fulfillment 
of continuing education standards, and the formal processes for oversight and 

discipline of ministry personnel.

In 2018, I was involved in the life of Toronto Conference in Pastoral Relations as well as the Interview 
Board, with General Council Executive, and Indigenous Justice and Residential Schools committee.  Many 
a meeting would be punctuated with my exclamation, “That’s not our problem. Let’s leave it to the new 
Office of Vocation to sort that out!”  We would share a guilty chuckle around the table.   In October, the 
Nominations Committee invited me to be the first chair of this new Board of Vocation.  I imagined that it was 
an ironic punishment.  I thought to decline… and then, I decided to give it a day of prayer and reflection.  

The Office of Vocation is supported by staff in the General Council Office and deployed Office of Vocation 
ministers.  All of this is overseen by the Board of Vocation, a 14 member Board that is focussed on 
supporting several sub-committees, all ministry personnel in the United Church, and all of our Communities 
of Faith.   

There may be several reasons that the Nominations Committee thought I could do this job, but the reason 
that I took it is that I am actually excited about supporting our leaders and our church as we respond to 
God’s call to share the incredible ministry of Jesus Christ.

I thank you in advance for the patience and understanding that I will need from you in the next couple of 
years (it is a 3-year term with the possibility of an additional 3 years), but I assure you that Jubilee will 
always be my first priority. I was called first to be with you – but it is the wisdom and experience that I have 
gained in ministry with all of you that has prepared me to help shape our church as we live into the future 
and God’s call together.  
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A Few Highlights from Christmas at Jubilee, including the Christmas 
Dinner, Carolling, Baptism, Service for the Longest Night,  Pyjama 
Church, Christmas Eve Kid's Service, Sock it To Me Sunday and 
Youth Group Sleep Over and other delights…
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